Msc. fia 


loek Hebrews — 


ee? 


MSC Mater rol (OQ. BR home) 


Black Hebrews 


eee 
set thbaclisc - 
media project - 


BLACK-JEWISH INFORMATION CENTER 
16 East 85th Street, New York, N. Y. 10028 


Telephone: 212-879-4577 


EP 203 


Contact; Richard Cohen For Immediate Release 


ISRAEL'S BLACK HEBREWS=--A FRESH LOOK 
by James Lewin 
fo Editor's Note: The issue of the Black Hebrews of 
Israel has caused wide controversy both in the 
Jewish state and in the American Black community. 


Here is a fresh and insightful look at_the problem 
by a Jerusalem-based correspondent. 


The essential problem of the Black Hebrews in their efforts to be accepted as 
legitimate residents of the State of Israel is not the color of their skin but the 
fact that they are members of a Messianic sect. 

There is certainly no official policy discriminating against Black Jews as 
such. Among other things, this can be proven by the presence of Blacks in Israel 
who have gone through Orthodox conversion to Judaism and are wholly accepted, 
enjoying full civil rights. An excellent example of such a righteous convert was 
the late Avi Hagen, one of the leaders of Brit Avraham, an organization of Black 
Jews living in Israel. Hagen long contended that the press paid too much attention 
to the problems of the renegade Blacks of Dimona without considering the other side 
of the picture: truly Orthodx Black Jews living in peace and harmony among their 
neighbors. In general, dark skins are so common in Israeli society that it would 
be difficult if not impossible to discriminate on the basis of color. 

A former member of the Black Hebrews, Gedalia Ben Yisrael, has broken with 
the cult and entered a yeshiva in Jerusalem. "I completely wasted 12 years of my 
life in one big lie," he has said, adding that he has been threatened with reprisals 
by his former associates since striking out on his own. Now, says the former cult 
member, he simply wants to be left alone to delve into vast resources of Jewish 
scholarship and to complete the process of his orthodox conversion. 


Who is the Savior? 


The Jerusalem Post and other Israeli newspapers have published lurid exposes 
claiming that the Black Hebrews preach an ideology based on hatred of Jews and 
that only the Black Hebrews are the true Israel who will be redeemed by the Messiah. 
Not incidentally, the cult also inculcates the belief that the saviour and appointed 


Reedemer is none other than the founfler and leader of the group, Ren Anum. Carter, 
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a8 e 
the young and charismatic personality whom the Black Hebrew flock faithfully follows 
in their confrontaion with the government. 


A special panel, headed by David Glass, chairman of the Knesset Law Committee, 
has made an extensive investigation of the problem and recommended that the Black 
Hebrews be given their own settlement in the Negev where they may live and follow 
their own beliefs. However, Interior Minister Yosef Burg has unequivocally rejected 
the Glass committee report. Insisting that the members of the group have entered the 
country illegally with forged documents, Burg maintains that to adopt the Glass 
committee recommendations would simply be awarding the sect a prize for infiltration. 


In response to Burg's opposition the leader of the cult declared, "We would 
rather die here than accept deportation....Hven if the government sends soldiers 
and police forces to evict us, we will not give in. 


Cult Customs 


Organized in the Black ghettoes of Chicago, Detroit and other American cities 
in the late 1960's, a small group of Black Hebrews first attempted to settle in 
Liberia, a Black African state which then deported the entire group. When the first 
members of the sect arrived in Israel, they were officially welcomed; some were 
granted status as temporary residents, However, as more and more members illegally 
joined the first arrivals, neighbors of the sect began to complain of their bizarre 
life-style. Word began to filter out associating the group with a strange anti- 
Semitic philosophy, concocted=-according to some investigators--to give the cult a 
sense of cohesion and isolation. 


Among the charges against the Black Hebrews are cruel and unusual punishments, 
which allegedly are used to keep members from leaving the sect. Mainly from the fea? 
of being charged with racism, the government of Israel avoided confronting the prob- 
lem of the group's presence in Dimona and other Negev development town until the 
protests by their neighbors~-and continuing illegal immigration of sect followers-~ 
caused the appointment of the Glass Commission to investigate the entire matter. 


After long and presumably thorough study, Glass and his colleagues dismissed 
charges of abuse and threats as “apparently unfounded,” and found Carter and his 
followers more moderate and reasonable than much of the negative publicity they had 
received. Critics of the Glass committee maintain, however, that Carter merely 
changed his stance in order to impress the liberal, American-born Glass and that the 
committee's 147-page report never seriously dealt with the claims of former cult 
members, who insist that they were kept in the group against their will. Skeptics 
believe Glass has merely exacerbated the problem by lending credibility to a charlat- 


On the other hand, the Glass report is the first serious suggestion of how th: 
government can deal with the problem of the group's existence, short of mass depor- 
tation. The only effect of the government's non-policy up to now, it would appear, 
has been: (1) to outrage legitimate Black visitors to Israel suspected of being mem- 
bers of the group seeking to enter the country illegally; and (2) to infuriate 
neighbors of the cult who complain that the overcrowded conditions of the group have 
made their lives unliveable. 


Indigestible? 


Bayard Rustin, the highly respected American Black spokesman, led a 
special commission of Americans to investigate the matter in Israel last January. 
After meeting with Carter (who now calls himself Ben Yisrael) and his followers, 
Rustin described the group as "indigestible" and warned that they may be a "timebomb 
At the same time, however, there appears to be no inherent reason why the Black 
Hebrews could not become, in time, a positive and productive force within Israeli 
society and a model of Israeli readiness to ignore the color-line. This also depen¢c 
on empathizing with and understanding the Black Hebrews themselves. Certainly no or 
can blame them for wanting to escape the poverty and degeneration of the slums of 
Chicago. There must be a great sense of despair behind their willingness to follow 
Ben Ammi. Yet there is also a great hope in their desire to live with human dignit: 
in the Promised Land. 


Having remained in Israel for more than a dozen years in trying circum~ 
stances, the Black Hebrew cult poses a challenge to the government to deal fairly 
with them. If well intentioned individuals within the group were systematically 
encouraged and the cuitish aspects of the Black Hebrews were diluted as much as 
possible, there could still be good prospects for the Blacks of Dimona, Otherwise, 
the situation could move from confrontation to collision course. From there it is 
anyone's guess how this strange and complex story might end. 
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By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Adrienne Hendricks first began 
to ques:ion her faith in Christianity 
at the age of seven, when neither 
her family minister nor her aunts 
could exnlain why they observe the 
Sabbath on Sunday instead of 
Saturday, as written in the Bible. 

Today, having converted to 
Judais") and taken the name Shifra 
Yakir, she observes Shabbat, 
kashru’ and all the other mitzvot of 
Orthod.:x Jews and is planning to 
marry an Israeli ba’al teshuva 
(penite 't) of Iraqi-Spanish paren- 
tage. 

Shifr:., 33, is also a Black. In her 
spare (i:ne away from her job as a 
respirz. ory therapist in Jerusalem, 
she is s:cretary of Brit Avraham, a 
new oranization of Black Israeli 
Jews wit up to encourage aliya 
aniong l!lack Jews and to provide a 
balanced picture of Israel to Black 
Christian tourists. 

Less ‘han a year after being 
founded, Brit Avraham has 80 
members. ‘We got together, not to 
pressire the government for 
somettiny, but to contribute to the 
quality of life here, increase un- 
derstanding and help each other,” 
says Yakir, who founded the 
organizetion along with Avraham 


Hagens, another convert. It holds. 


meetings and runs largely on 
donations from its own members. 
Membez:s fifid that many of the 
several huidred Black American 
tourists whi. arrive in Israel each 
year are either pro-Palestinian or 
misinformed about basics. ‘Few 
know that there are such people as 
Black Jews,"' says Yakir. ‘‘And 
they aren't aware that Arabs were 
among the first to enslave Blacks... 
that there still are Black slaves to- 


Shifra Yakir 


day in Saudi Arabia. We don't want 
them to leave Israel thinking it isa 
white country that supports racists 
in South Africa." 

The group also work to encourage 
aliya arnong Black Jews — either 
born to a Jewish mother or con- 
verted according to Halacha — who 
are estimated to number about 
9,000 in the U.S. alone. 


Brit Avraham emphasizes the’ 


radical difference between Black 
Jews and ‘‘Black Hebrews’’ (the 
1,500. American Blacks living here 
who claim to be the ‘‘real Hebrews” 
but aren’t Jews). ‘The only thing we 
have in common is the colour of 
our skin and the country of birth,” 
she says. The organization has been 


Group of black Jews boosts aliya 


in contact with Falasha Jews from 
Ethiopia, but members feel they 
have little in common with them 
because of completely different 
backgrounds and problems. 

Yakir was born to a Protestant 
family in Columbus, Ohio. Although 
she knew few Jews, she gradually 
began to study Judaism and to 
observe kashrut. She got active in 


the Hillel House on campus and ; 


looked for a pabbi to convert her. 


“At first I went toa Reform rabbi 
— I didn't know the difference. But 
I got to xnow young people in the 
temple, and found that they were 
confused about their identities and 
beliefs. What was the use of becom- 
ing a Reform Jew only to assimilate 
later?" 

Sne found the Conservatives 
more solid initheir faith, but decid- 
ed to seek an‘Orthodox conversion. 
At the age of'26, she was a Jewess. 
She spent 18 months on Kibbutz Ein 
Tzurim to learn Hebrew, and 
became an olah. 

Yakir has found no racial dis- 
crimination ih Israel, and she feels 
‘“*much more at home here than in 
the U.S."’ Sometimes, children 
point to her and say kushit 
(‘‘Black"’) because of the novelty, 
“without realizing what it means." 
Her tactic when she sees 
youngsters stare at her is to Jump 
the gun and say with a smile Ani 
kushit (Iam a Black). The children 
either laugh or retreat. 


" She feels’ more discriminated | 


against as a new immigrant. 
“Israelis treat newcomers badly 
until they become settled,’’ she 
asserts. 4 : 

Brit Avraham can be reached 
through POB 12042 in Jerysalem or 
Tel. 02-851498 (Shifra) or 02-812553 
(Avraham Hagens). 
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ciosely knit group of ‘Black Hebrews’ 
slirs suspicion among Israeli neighbors 


iby Douglas Waison 
Jeyusalem Bureau of The Sun 


Dimona, Isracl—An estimated 1,500 


tack people who have fled America’s ur- 
jatt ghettues are living here and in two 
viher sinali, desert cities. They call them- 
sive; “the ornuanal Hebrew Israelities 
from Jerusalens.” 

However, they usually are referred to 
45 Just “the Black Hebrews.” 

They are the objects of a controversy 
as great as the contrast between the 
cruwded tenements of Chicago from 
whch many have come and the bare, 
ovier-colored hills around this Negev Des- 
éct city that alse is the home of Israel’s re- 
mvuic nuclear research center. 

The future of the group is being debat- 


ed more intensely now, 11 years after the 
arrival of the first Black Hebrews, than 
ever befope. Should they be granted Israeli 
citizenship, with all its rights and respon- 
sibilities, or should they be deported? 

The answer to that question could be as 
divisive in the United States as in Israel. If 
the Israeli government moves to expel the 
Black Hebrews, there will be charges of 
racism that will further strain relations 
hetween America’s blacks and Jews 

Proposals of what to do with or for the 
Black Hebrews, such as thosc made last 
summer by a committee of Israel's parha- 


ment, reflect the perspective taken of the 


tightly knit group. Those Israelis who say 
the Black Hebrews should never have 
been admitted into this country and should 
be-kicked out forthwith see the group as a 


phony cult that has used the pretense of 
being Jewish to enter the country ilegal- 
1 

They accuse the Black Hebrews of be- 
wg unpatriotic in their hostility to the 
state of israel and racist in their attitudes 


“toward whites. They charge the Black He- 


brews with a wide range of illegal and im- 
moral behavior, including sexual proimus- 
cuity, with exercising mind control over 
their members, with condueting brutal 
beatings and poasibly even murders within 
their group. 

At best, the Black Hebrews’ opponents 
coniend, they are a group of illegal, large- 
ly unemployed immigrants who are gross- 
ly overcrowding the apartments provided 
for them, improperly educating their chil- 

See BLACKS, A4, Col, 4 
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dren outside the public schools and ignoring many of Is- 
.ael’s laws. 

The Black Hebrews and others who speak on their be- 
alt, including the mayor of Dimona and other city offi- 
clals, counter that the cult is a nonviolent, disciplined 
group of behevers living together in a spirit of love and 

seli-help. They maintain that the Black Hebrews’ unem- 
ployment and housing problems have been caused by gov- 

crnivent obstructionism, not by any shiftlessness on the 
part of group members. 

Their supporters say that, like the Jews who fled from 
icurope and North Africa, the Biack Hebrews have come 

to Israel to abide by the word of God and to build a better 
life. 

One thing clear about the Black Hebrews is that many 

are stateless people, having voluntarily surrendered their 
American citizenship upon arrival in Israel—in order to 
| tuke it more difficult to deport them, detractors say— 


| and not having been granted Israeli citizenship. 

is 

rived in Israel in 1969 after the group had given ap an ef- 

tort to settle in Liberia. Unlike the hundreds who followed, 

the lirst immigrants, who numbered fewer than 50, were 

viven temporary residence permits, and their childre 

were enrolled in Dimona’s public schools. E 
The Black Hebrews originally were sent to this city of 

4u,0U0 by Israel: immigration authorities because of the 


itoud reputation Dimona had earned in human relations. ; 


Since 1ts founding 25 years ago, this city has been home to 


diverse groups of Jews from North Africa, India, Romania ; 


and many other countries. 

There 1s also at least one Bedouin Arab family in Dimo- 
na. The family’s eldest son recently was graduated fro 
iuyh school, an accepted member of his class. 

When a second and larger group of Black Hebrews ar- 
rived in Dimona in 1970, however, tensions rose sharply. 
The new immigrants were led by Ben-Ami 
questioned leader of the sect. 

“President Carter,” as the former Chicago truck driver 
15 called by his followers, immediately began antagonizing 
Israelis by claiming that his people were the only true 
Jews. accising “those who call themselves Jews” of steal- 
ing His group's historical identity, and claiming that. the 
land of Israer “to the fullest-extent of its bibilical bound- 
aries” belonged to his group. 

Most of the Black Hebrews who arrived in Israel with 
4c. Carter and in subsequent groups came posing as tour- 
jiots, then just siayed after their temporary visas expired. 

Not having permussion to be in the country, they were not 

aliuwed to enroll their children in the public schools or to 

hoid jobs legally. 
| In the last two years, Ben-Ami Carter has moderated 
| his tone noticeably. In a letter he addressed to the Israeli 


Carter, un- 


| 


waild ereate pining oF distress {0 the state. 


x 


(ee Committee, which is pressing for the Black He- 
brews’ ouster, say such assurances are only a tactie te 
gain permanent residence here and should not to believed. 

However, Abner Sitreet, a fifth-generation Israeli who 
is Dimona’s city manager, said he believes Mr. Carter and 
his followers have had a change of outlook over the years 
and now are trying hard to be good neighbors. ‘ 

What of the Black Hebrews’ religious faith and prac- 
tices? The handsome, whiskered Mr. Carter, a man whose 
powerful personality is evident even when he is speaking 
softly, maintained in a interview here that his group is as 
genuinely Jewish as any other in this country, relying on 
ite Old Testament for enlightenment, speaking Hebrew 
and even learning how to circumcise their male bables. 

However, after studying the Black Hebrews for 206 
months, a committee of the Knesset (parliament) headed 
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spite of their pretensions, were not Jews and thus ineligi- 
bie for the rights of aliyah |the right to live in Israel} and 
citizenship according to the Law of Return.” ) 

Those challenging the Black Hebrews’ claims to Jew- 
ishness point out that. they have no Torahs, rabbis or syna- 
gogues, and include elements of Christian and Muslim 
practices in their theology. 

Followers refer to Ben-Ami Carter as “prince of 
princes,” “father,” or “our master.” They are likely to 
bow when he passes. 

‘The group also has three vice presidents and others 
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The farst group of Black Hebrews, 10 or 12 families, ar- of 


| where the Black Hebrews reside, there have been rumors 
| of violence, maybe even murder, within the sect. 
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The future of the group is being de-- 
bated more intensely now, 11 years 
after the arrival of the first Black 
Hebrews, than ever before. Should 
they be granted Israeli citizenship, 
with all its rights and responsibilities, , 
or should they be deported? 


with imposing titles such as “minister of foreign affairs,” 
but Mr. Carter is indisputably in charge. After the 1978 
Jonestown massacre in the jungles of Guyana~in which 
hundreds of cult followers were murdered or committed, 
mass suicide on the order of their messianic leader--all;' , 
religioug cults have been looked at more suspiciously. ae 
"Jt is not surprising, therefore, that among the residents \) 
Dimona, Arad and Mitzpe Ramon, the three cities 
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‘On the other hand, Dimona’s city manager said the 

lack Hebrews appear to be especially nonviolent. De- 
‘Spite the tensions with some of their Israeli neighbors, 
there have been virtually no fights, Mr. Sitreet said. 


There is no indication that Israeli police, who can be — 
uite efficient, have any evidence of Black Hebrews being 
uietly murdered by their fellows and buried secretly in ' 

e night; It is extremely unlikely that such practices , 
‘could gé.on for long without being discovered, for the 
Black Hebrews have been living not in a jungle but in big 
apartment complexes with many other Israelis. 


~Piatner Chanoch, a Holocaust survivor who is a leader 
of the group pressing for the Black Hebrews’ expuision, 
said another Israeli told him he had given a cigarette to a 
young Black Hebrew who said that he would have a finger 
cut off if he were caught smoking. 


Informed of this allegation, Ben-Ami Carter ridiculed 
it, insisting that in such an instance the offending youth 
would be given only “a sound, old-fashioned thrashing,” as 
would any member breaking the sect’s rules against smok- . 
ing, drinking or eating meat. 

Another charge leveled at the Black Hebrews Is that 
they share spouses and engage in sexual orgies. This is 
stoutly denied by the group’s members, who dress conser- 
vatively, 

They do, however, acknowledge that they practice 
polygamy, claiming their religion permits each man to 
take up to seven wives. Ben-Ami Carter has three wives. 
None of the sect’s marriages is recognized by Israel, hav- 
ing been officiated over only by Mr. Carter. 

Another allegation against the Black Hebrews is that . 
the cult exercises mental and physical control over its © | 
members, making it very difficult if not impossible for ° : 
them to leave. : 

Tommy Whitfield, who was a member of the Black He- 
brews for nine years but then defected, has written a soon- 
to-be-published book, “From Night to Sunlight.” It is ex- 
pected to detail allegations that Mr. Carter kept his mem- 
bers bound to him through a variety of measures, includ- 
ing confiscating passports and bank accounts as well ap- 
plying paychological pressure. 

Mr. Carter insists that anyone who wants ts leave his 
group is free to go. He said that in the last decade about 75 
people have left the Black Hebrews-about half leaving 
voluntarily and the other half being expelled for not fol- 
lowing the rules. 

One reason that so much about the Black Hebrews is 
still a ar brad to Israeli authorities as well as their neigh- 
bors is that, have been denied citizenship, the Black He- _ 
brews do not have identity cards. Having given up their 
American names for biblical ones that ali end with “Ben 
Israel,” they can change their identities easily. : 

This has resulted in very little official control over 
them. For years, it was unclear how many Black Hebrews - 
actually were in Israel. Estimates of the Dimona popula- 
tien ranging from 700 to 4,000 are given by some, but un- 
der a recent agreement with city officiais, Mr. Carter has 
provided them with the former and current names of 692 - 
members of his group living there, including his $ wives 
and 10 children. 

Still, Dimona’s officials agree with the Glass report’s 
conclusion that, “As a result of the government policy of 
acquieseing de facto in the existence of the Black Hebrews 
in Israel, but at the same time refusing to grant them any 
recognized status, a situation has been created which has 
the most serious legal, socia), human and political impli- 
cations ” 
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Israel’s Black Hebrews 


American Sect Raises Troublesome Questions | 
‘On Deterniining Right to Settle in Jewish State , 


By William Claiborne 
Woshington Post Foretgn Service 
DIMONA, Istacl — Ben-Ami Car- 
& ter, “divine prince of princes” of the 
ex Black Hebrews, stood in the shade of 
~ a date palm tree in an oasis-like park 
in this remote Negev desert town, a he- 
© atific smile spreading across his face 
as he watched two dozen of his young 
subjects perform gym astic exercises 
Pad with practiced precision. 
One by one, his lieutenants ap- 
proached him, bowing reverently aS 
= they address him as “father,” and, occa- 
sionally, “master.” They embraced him 
warmly, stepping respectfully aside at 
his nod of dismissal. 

. _ The children, drawn from the “King- 
dom School of Holiness” at. a moment’s 
notice to impress a visitor, tumbled obe- 
diently across the lawn, performing 

3 cartwheels, hackflips and human pyr- 
amids as visual pot of their fitness. 

“You see, they have no swollen bellies 

and bowed legs. Do they look to you 
like they are beaten and abused, and 
suffering from malnutrition and dis- 
ease?” Carter asked. “There is a smear 
| campaign, a systematic program of pros 


paganda by racists in n the upper ech- - 


elonis of the Israeli scciety,” he added. 
The bitterness in Catter’s voice un- 


derlined the intensity of an 11-year °. 


struggle between the government of Is- 


rael and the 1,500 black Americans be- . 
longing to ‘the cult of the Black He- 


brews, who came to Israel as illegal im- 


migrants contending that they are the | 


‘descendants of ancient tribes of Israel 


who, wére exiled fo Africa and sold into - 


slavery. 


The conflict, which igs sraiaaned be- | 


hind the scenes for more than a decade 
—~ occasionally surfacing in the Israeli 
press to the irritation and embarrass- 
ment of various ‘governments — 
touches the’ nerve. ends of the Israeli 


conscience. It raises funclamental ques- 


tions about who is:a Jew ‘and to whom 
the doors of ‘the Jewish state should 
be opened, ° 

The debate is heating up once again, 
partl because of new: allegations by 
Black Hebraw defectors that: Ben-Ami 
Carter hold sway ‘over his followers 
with bizarre, messianic rituals that re- 
call the Peoples Temple cult in Jones- 


' See HEBREWS, Ali, Col. 1 
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toh, Ciiyana, ‘and partly becaisd of. 
a, controversial recommendation , bya 
parliamentary ‘cotnmittee that thé 
etotip he given legal, permahent status 
in Israel. | 

“The government 1 has refused 16 ae 
cept the committee's Ss “recommendation, 
but at. the same time it is uniwilling 
to expel the Black’ Hebrews, for fear 
of exposing Isiaél to charges of rdcisra 
and. exacet hating tetisions between 
blacks and Jews'in the United States. 
“he Black Hebrews, seemingly aware 
of the government's dilerama, ‘ have, 
begun to tempér their militantly anti-” 
white and anti-Israel stance, saying they - 
are willing to’ stop increasing “their: 


membership with black Americans whi, 


Vosing as, Christian pilgrims, eriter,Is- 

raél iin tourist, visas cand | tent rémaita, 

herd Dlegally. 
Carter and his llowiis huive alk ia 


en inflicted on  niemnbare, ine, 
chiding ! beatings, imprisonment, thee 
shaving of heads, the confiscation of 
property:and money, and forcizig bf vid- 
lators. to! wander: - the’ desert.fors40 | 


t 
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days. 

nt Mastered and usitally anattel- | 
Inifed: accounts ‘of other alleged ‘abuses . 
Havé alse. appeared , in Israeli newspa- 
pers ingliding stories-af bodieg being 
cartied butcof the: cult’s. quartéys ‘at: 
night and. threats of mass syicide. - 

These reports are vehemently denied 


by Carter and his followers, and are dis-" * 


‘missed as unfounded by the investiga- 


_ tory committee headed by parliamen- . 


itary member David Glass. One of Car- . 
‘princes,” Gershon Ben-Israel, said 
‘some youths are \punistied ‘by. head ,” 
shaving, to! “shame” them, and: ‘that - 
soccasionally. youths, are: punished | by a 
? “gdod old-fashioned Ahrashings.”: ; Mi a 5 
be :-Many, Kirgeli residents of Dimona; in- 


athiding the ihaydr, Jacques Amir, while’ |: 


unhappy about. ithe, atta.” ind: apparent connection ; wilh the ce 


ck 


oi 


crowded livinig ebniditions of sonie B 
“Hebrews, alsiy maintain that; PYIGES 
“ithe ‘cult’s activities, are sos 
igetatetl: , ; 


yk iantoke sat 


a ‘Several inlanta have’ died, ooyany m 


{from protein deticiejcy'e ‘ehused by’ ‘tlfe 


“edlt’s adherence’ to a strict vegetarian 


6 ae aint —— even milk: = 


_ owt Asked whall his’ pedple woul ‘to if 


+ mind and’ accept the Glass committee 


dairy products. /Jso, overeending in 
the cult’s quarters here’ andl in sim 
{lar corhmunities iw the Ne ev desert 
towns of Arad ant. Mizpeh Ranton = 
-has been: ‘serious, with as niany as" 20 
‘people living in a: yuo, es te 
However,’ the goveriment, int whit 
¢ arter interprets ad & sign of accep- 
tahce, has giver ‘the’ Black Hebrews a 
sprawling hotising complex that once 
‘was a Jewish. immigrants’ processing 
‘center. The 100 aparuuneuts there will 
improve thé grintp’s living stand itd, ie 
said. : 
. Carter, 40, F sfGiwitie euciley wate 
* from Chicago, Vegan bringing his fol- 
lowers: to Tsrae. ‘in hee 1959, vatter 
5 ‘unsuccessfully Acying to settle in Libe- 
‘tia. He said' ht had a, vision ia 1966! 
“to establish the prophetic kingdom of 
God? si ‘in. Isrri@ls ds 


4 i: UThe softnesdcf his. voice and feature « 


Renanes ab: itt, mention: “of " rum ag] 


ve teal yt anes 

“A gmcar cam aig, Sik pro- 
aganda, Before Jonestown, did any- 
fs ody nugpost: We, would do. this? We 


fon t have any guicidal tendencies This 


; n attempt “to set is up, Carter 
j il his voice risig. ° 
“ath ibs dihoient Hebrews wee: F black 
race of ‘people, an‘ they say (nv racist. 
Phere is.aparallel between the Istdelis 
and d. Edgar Hoover: The Isriefis are 
waging’ a porsqnal vendetta to ;dastroy 
me. This fear of.us, i¢ like the-foar of 
2,000. years ayo, when Jésus was fearéd 
aby the people in: ‘authority, No tinright- ; 

COUS: government: can, stand, on, this 
“land,” Carter. avidled cd, 3, ih hee oo 


“forced to léave, Carter‘ réplied, “I feel, 
if they: send: soldiers and the police, 
they could probably succeed in getting 
* two-thirds of us out. The other third 
they would have to kill.” 


For now, Carter, and his followers. 
hope the: government will change , its 


“Fepoit, ‘etting then ycthain. * a Ae 


' Meanwhile, ‘Israeli Avimigration: au: 
‘thorities have begun to’ tighten controls 


an 


+ bn blacks ented iig Istadl at Ben-Gurtod |. 


‘ Airp rs @von uniiing Saway? some}: 
Atierican black pilgrinis: who have no 


ebews., * t a 
is “tsa teal problem, We have 3 


Ht 


“Wve ‘estate’ at lest” £0‘ pereent ate + 
m * black. How, catt Israel: kee) all black: 
* Americans out?” asked a nretion cler;, 


Jeviisalem, Pee Ss a 
‘pyman tin" Jevis ae ne . 


$50,000» 
? Amitien an pilgriins hore each vear, and. | 
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8] Alternatives needed 
~ for Black Hebrews 


‘<| ANY OTHER country would most probably have sent them long 
ago back where they came from — 88 did Liberia, shortly after 
the Black Hebrews, under the leadership of self-proclaimed 
-. | messiah Ben-Ami Carter landed on Its territory, seeking refuge 
ww from alleged persecution in the black ghetto of Chicago, Ill. 

Israel, not being a black country, has not followed the 
Liberian example, and today it is facing a problem the dimen- 
sions of which were indicated in a@ series of articles in this 
newspaper last week. 

By March 1970, when the second group of Black Hebrews 
arrived in this country, the authorities knew very well that these 
supposed descendants of Israelite exiles were neither converted 
~--| Jews nor stateless refugees, and that they did not in any way 
te qualify under the Law of Return. From statements by Ben-Ami 
— Carter himself the authorities (meaning, in effect, the Interior 
-t | Ministry) were also well aware that the group was indoctrinated 
a | ina cultic faith that was not only anti-white but anti-Semitic and 
_) j anti-Israel as well. . — 
< ‘| .Today, centred almost exclusively in the Negev towns of 
“Y7*{Dimona, Arad and Mitzpe Ramonjthe Black Hebrews, 
\r3 grown to an admitted 2,000 and possibly twice as many, still 

=} form a closed nation within a nation. Their beliefs are unchang- 
fed, and while they are not given to crime, their willingness to 
comply with the country's laws is not too conspicuous whenever 
those laws tend to constrict their style of living and their 
numerical growth. : : 

‘The Interior Ministry did not deport them back a decade ago 
for the sole reason that their skin was black, and for fear that 
their expulsion might stir up charges of racism against Israel. 
Had they been white, there would have been no compunction 
about banishing such an upstart crowd of bogus — and exclusive 
— claimants to this Land. As it was, they were allowed to stay 
on, somewhere in the twilight zone of legality. 

A concentrated effort was, however, launched to prevent the 
Black Hebrews from swelling their ranks through unlawful im- 
migration. The effort has been a dismal failure. Mary innocent 
Black American tourists have been subjected to harassment by 
airport officials suspecting they are recruits to the cult, but the 
Carter people have kept getting hundreds of their fellow cultists 
from the U.S. in by a variety of devious ways. 

Clearly, wholesale deportation is not a viable option today. 
The only civilized alternative, then, is for the state to put the 
Black Hebrews up as legally permanent residents in a settle- 
ment of their own where they could lead a life consonant with 
their beliefs — but in full compliance with the law of the land. 

That is what a panel headed by MK David Glass, chairman of 
the Knesset Law Committee, recommended last June after an 
exhauative probe, This may not be an ideal solution, and some 
close observers believe Mr. Glass was in some measure taken in 
by Mr. Carter's clever show of moderation. But the idea (which 
Interior Minister Burg is for some reason still keeping on his 
shelf) is congenial to the Black Hebrews’ Jewish neighbours, 
and presumably to the Knesset, too. — ‘ ; 

Mr. Carter for his part is willing to cooperate — provided the 
Government first undertakes to set up, at its own expense, the 
suggested moshav for his followers. That is, however, the wrong 
sequence. Mr. Carter must not be allowed to dictate terms to the 
Government. He must himself first provide a full list of names 
of followers, thelr true names and their fingerprints, and he 
must undertake to stop bringing in any new members if he 
wants a solution — not if he gets one. 

Any show of readiness to treat the Black Hebrews as a 
aout entity will only encourage their tendency to behave 

e one. 

Having allowed them to stay on in Israel so long, the Govern- 
ment cannot plead unconcern about the fate of the Black 
Hebrews, By the same token, however, it also has an obligation 
to the hundreds of reported members of the cult who wish to 
defect — but are deterred by fear that this might mean being 
thrown out into the street, or out of the country. To them it 
should be made clear that the state would welcome such a step 
-~ and would make it entirely possible for them to remain in the 
country as ordinary black Israelis, if they so desired. 
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Black Hebrews Denied Residence . ‘| 


JERUSALEM — Israeli Interior Minister Yosef ' 
Burg rejected a proposal by a parliamentary com- 
mission that would have legalized the residence in Is- 
rael of about 1,500 black Americans belonging to 
the Black Hebrews cult and said the government 
would “try to convince them” to leave. 

Members of the cult began moving to Israel 12 
years ago claiming they were direct descendants of, 
the ancient Israelites. ‘The parliamentary commission 
recommended that the blacks be permitted to set 
up an agricultural settlement in the’ Negev Desert 
and eventually become citizens. 

In a speech to parliament, Burg rejected the pro- 

posal, saying the cult had circulated anti-Israeli pro- 
paganda in the United States and was dangerously 
unstable. 
- The commission was set up to resolve their status 
after about 900 members of the People’s Temple 
sect committed mass suicide and murder in the jun- 
gle of Guyana in November 1978. 3 

“We believe we have to explain to them they are 
living in absolute danger that the innocent ones could 
be exploited as was the case in the famous Jonestown! 
in Guyana,” Interior Minister Burg told the Voice: 
of Israel radio. - _ . 


The following original pages are of poor quality. UPA has 
made every technical effort to provide the best possible 
reproduction. 
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Black‘Hebrews tell 
of cruelty, death ~ 


ae Say 
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We eatin over F andover that 
the Black Hebrews fare anit- 
white, anti-Semitic, 7 Fand anti- 
Zionist, There are: elements. of 
their life style that: are strange _ 
and sick. But no one listens. No 
one wants to know what this 
group is really like: Instead they 
talk about their, quaint clothes 
and musical talents," : 
~~ A member “of. the Dimona. 

+ Citizens. Committee 


Next pnonth ‘ane ‘Whitfield will 


publish his-autobiography, From - 
Night to Sunlight, which documents _. 


his nine years as,a-member of the 
Black Hebrew cult: A founder of the: 
original group, Whitfield, his wife 
. Hazel, and their. children travelled 


to Israel-looking for’ ‘a refuge from 
life in America’s urban ghettos, and 
a new identity: Disenchanted from 
the time -that Bén-Ami Carter_an- 
nounced he.was not: only the Black’ 
Hebrews’ leader, but’ also messiah, 


they defected -in: £1977" when Ar- . spent two years trying to “raise him 


maggedon did- not: jmaterialize as 
promised. - eo sae 
- Whitfield and’ his“.wife ‘write of 
their. disillusionment -with the 
group, whose original ideology they- 
still find_appealing, and their belief 
that Carter and the cult's. other, 
leaders are guilty ot manipulating ~ 
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Friday, October 10, 1980 » ‘The 
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“headquarters late at night. Hazel 


“questioning Carter's” ‘diktat that 


- Dimone 


a tinued despite severe bleeding. 


child was buried, without 
,ceremony, In a grave his parent 


“Dbroadcast next month in the U.S. by 
- NBC- TV,« whose religious affairs 


anh one 
Ve tes wes o meenteamarneh* 


ra pee 


and victimizing Innocent neaple: * 

They also tell some hair-raising, 
tales of their life with the cult:, 
death from malnutrition of two of 
their nine children, travelling in and 
“out of Israel] on someone else’s - 
passport, bodies carried out of cult . 


speaks of;-unnatural-and cruel. 
punishments. She herself was: 
physically separated from her hus-: 
band and children for-a year. for 
Tommy | take a second’ wife, — Be 
‘She. describes the ‘divine. 
healing". “(cult medical practices). 
which eaused her to develop 
mastitis. When her ninth child was 
born prematurely; she. writes, it 


a that she did not yet 
’ from Chicago- to Liberia to Chicago :° Was discovered thats * 


have enough milk to nurse him. To 
““speed p’ the natural process, 
ldwives forcibly held her> 
down and put a two-year-old child to 
her breast,‘a ‘‘treatment’’ that con- 


~When her Infant. died, Carter 
-from_ the. dead.” Eventually the 


were never allowed to visit. 
“" The Whitfields’- story will be 


department -chas.just completed an 
‘hour-long’ documentary about this 
secretive;insuler, cult-group who, 
living in several. Negev towns, con- 
sider themselves the only true 
descendants. of the Biblical 
Hebrew . 
For sevg=l years the local: press: 
tees: (Cltlmad-on page 2 ; 
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BLACK, | 
HEBREWS 
TELL OF 


er er er Pans Mong 
‘A‘registered nurse who helped . 
- famtles to leave Dimona says that 
all-12 of the children she examined,’ 

‘ ' whom the parents considered 
healthy, were suffering from 
swollen stomachs, bowed legs, and 

+ dysentery — the classic symptoms ¥ 
of malnutrition. The nurse was cer- 3 
tain that the children's poor heaith, 
and thelr parents’ loss of teeth, 


| 
| CRUELTY, ,. 
0H ATH . “ were- directly -linked to the cult's 
K x macro-vegctarian diet which allows 


ma for no meat, fowl], fish. e 
. ; » €ggs, milkor 
milk ‘products. Like the Whiltfields, 
each famlly told the nurse of having 


pees 


i; 


: (Continued from page one) - 
has wondered about the rapidly- 


mare 


| 


mushrooming colony of Black + lost one or more children — 


merican fundamentalists. Since 
ie arrival here of the first hundred 
in 1968-69 — the group may now 
number as many 838 2,000 — they 
have lived as a nation within ana 
tion, answerable only to her 
charismatic leader. - oe 

Publicity generated by, the 
Jonestown, Guyana, mass suicides 
of 1978 made clear that, like the 
People's. Temple, the Black 
Hebrews are a cult: But journalists 
were continually ‘stymied in their 
attempts. to confirm. reports,” first 
whispered to The Jerusalem Postin 
4978, that Carter. confiscates - the 
money, property and passports of § 
his followers. it was said that the 
Black Hebrews maintain discipline 
internally by imprisonment, icor- 


poral punishment, shaving of the iy 


head, and banishment. Nat 
-.- Since December,1978, when 'M, 


full-name, first explained to. The 
Post the reasons he left the cult, 
other former Black Hebrews have 
come forward to corroborate his 
‘ testimony. One shocking and detail-. 
ed:report Was published in Haolam- 
Hazeh by-one of the cult’s. former 


leaders, who was recently banished 


3 
who. mortally feared publicizing his | 


by Carters # i. ust) | 


cen = well as infants — from 
malnutrition 
with ie cui Gusting their years 
: Dimona -residents recall seein 
cult children'in a. part of town tar 
from. -the > Black -Hebrew 
neighbourhood, -furtively gobbling 
, down forbidden protein and sweets 
—— refined sugar is also taboo. 
' .8., a former cult member who 
: defected several months ago, com- 
plained of food shortages due to 
i budget difficulties. He wondered 
- aloud If the dietary laws were 
‘ developed by the leadership to 
!‘iweaken™ the mental condition of 
{the membership and allow Carter 
. ‘to get at their minds."’ He gald that - 
:€ven when the children's daily in- 
‘take was rationed, the leaders 
: “were eating well." | : 
; . To this, C.L. adds: “Carter gives 
{| you only two, two-and-a-half shekels 
3& day to eat. You're supposed to 
,combine that money with money of 
; four or five others and make dinner. 
:For breakfast and lunch, you're on 
-your own. You're supposed to get 
People in America to send you 
; Money. Carter says the lack of food 


ifs training-for the world famine that- 
31a'to come, just as living in crowded :i 
s conditions is the way to learn to ey 


oa te 
\ a 
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along so you'll be able to survive 

ae we when the world comes to an end.” 
ae 2 A qualified teacher, who tested 
; seme eeent an Ward | the academic level of at least 10 
‘THe lke the?-Whitfields,’ helped: Black Hebrew children. educated 
found the Black 'Hebrews.*- ~ <-—®- exclusively in cult schools, reports 
-Equally important, Americans that.all were functionally illiterate 
and Israelis who over the ~years in both Hebrew and English. She 
gavé shelter to Black Hebrews found this surprising as all of the 
Gefecting from the cult, have begun parents had some professional 
skills and could read and write ona 


to report some of their obser- ; 
- ae des! high-school standard. The children, 
said the teacher, also had no un- 


vations, -- --- ogy alesis 
_An. American couple who. have - 
derstanding of certain basic con- 
cepts. When told to make a “wish’’~ 


: taken four familles into their home. 
-since 1978, all of whom remained 
with them for many months,:say , before blowing out her birthday 
that adults and children aliké were candles, one girl was at a:loas to-- 
literally terrified of “‘white"’ people. know what was expected of her. 
They had been taught during their ! When told to be “‘brave,"’ a teenage 
years with Carter's band to hate boy had to be advised that the word 
. meant “something like not being 
afraid." ie 


non-blacks, who were “demons” 
bent on enslaving them. - |. -: . : 
C.L., one of an estimated four Parents explained to the teacher 
dozen Black Hebrews to defect fram that their children are often 
separated from them physically 
and raised by other cult members. 


the cult in 1980, adds: “In Chicago 
we'd heard that this group had 

They attributed their children’s un- . 
natural reticence — the children do 


nothing to do with colour, but when I 
not yell, shout, and talk freely when 


" got to-Dimona I found they--were 
teaching the children hatred. 
Teaching them that the-Jewa are playing with others thelr age — to 
gentiles from Europe trying to kick regular beatings delivered by cult 
‘members to teach the virtues of 
silence. 7 


us out of our own country. .They 

were capturing their minds, drilling ; , s 
All former cult members speak of / 

. relinquishing bank accounts and 


them’4.making them recite the 

bellefa-It will all come home to 

roost 1n10 or 15 years when those : property fo the-cult before beingt, 
: presented with’ round-trip ‘plane ‘-/ 

tickets by the Chicago headquartera 


children are aduits.'”” : 

In a letter to Carter, found by 
Dimona residents of the Nizahon 
neighbourhood, a.cult child caught 
stealing froma {'white’’, begs-/ 
forgiveness and‘acknowledges that | 
his-sin was, noy stealing from’ 
“whites,” but bei ‘caught in the 


act... t 


y-3 
office full of secretaries busy typing“ ° 
also speak of surrendering their” 
passports to Ben-Am! Carter upon » 
arrival in Dimona. C.L., one of: 
those who asked for his passport - 
back after leaving the group, - 
reports that his documents were _ 
returned. However, althoughhehad -- 
not left Israel since arriving half a 
year before, his passport showed 
him having exited and re-entered 
the country several tlmes. Accor- 
ding totmmigration stampa, he was 
currently notin Torach 


Gena 


and answering telephones." They ,~. 


’ “At the end of two weeks, while in 
Jerusalem, I was approathed by 
Black Hebrews. They said they 
. were from Chicago, and as Ialso 
lived in Chicago at the time, we ex- 
changed addresses. When I got 
‘ home, I called to find out about this 
: group living in Israel. I’d really Uk- 
‘ed Israel. It took me about three 
‘weeks to make the connection. I 
went to-a few meetings. to find out 
what they were all about and I was 


eile: 
hohe 


~# 2 a 
~ very imprezsed. What they tell you 


on the other side is totally different 
from the reality here,"' he said. . 
- “On the other side, Carter is rare- 
ly mentioned. He was just the man 
in charge. Then I got here, after giv- 
ing them my $20,000, and suddenly 
he is the messiah, God. They tell 
you that according to the Bible, 144,- 
000 people will be saved on the 
world's last day. Those will be the 
Black Hebrews led by Carter. Mt. 
Zion will open up and they will go in- 
side and come out when it ts over, 
cleaning up the mess, starting over 
again in a.righteous manner what 
will be known as the Kingdom of 


_ God. They will rule over the few 


people left on earth.... - 4 
It blew my mind. ‘I couldn't fall 
for it. I couldn't believe the messiah 
would come only to black people 
and not! also to the Chinese, 
Russians, and Itallans. The’ others 
quickly told Carter that I was going 
against his teachings. They started 
working on my wife. That’s the way 
they do-things.. They get to the 
Sisters first; and once they've got 
them hooked, the sisters atart work- 
ing:-to neutralize-thelr men. That's 
just the -way pimps work on the 
West Side‘of Chicago where Carter 
is from; and in the East Chicago 
Heighty aréa where his‘ sidekick 
Shaleak“Ben Yehuda’ and’ some of 
the otliers used to Hive, an area ful! 


zot hustlers and people on aid. 
of the Black Hebrews — “a fancy. ;.. “I decided to get out after I'd been, 


there for less than a year. There 
were too many women dying*in' 
childbirth because of the butchers 
they call midwives. The kids don't 
know math, history, chemistry. The 
group speaks a different kind of 
Hebrew from the Israelis. Some of 
them were really zick physidally. So 
I just eased out In the middle of the 


. night. 


’ CL. would not say how he had 


“entered Israel undetected by the 


alrport authorities, who are 
reportedly on the lookout for new 
recrufts to the cult Rut itts believed 
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"Black Hebrew ‘ mes: 


_(Rrom 47th. Street and from 
Dimona there ts a different view 
of Israel. We've been here for 
eleven years and something has. 
rubbed off. Our position has been 

_ moderated, I see the community 

~ asa flower that will blossom and 

_ be beautiful unto the landscape 
of Israel. I feel we have a lot to 
contribute to the State.? 

Ben-Am! Carter 


: ‘September 1980 


DIMONA. Ben:Ami Gate, self- 
proclaimed messiah of the Black 
Hebrew cult, has changed his tune . 
_~— at least publicly. Militantly anti- 


white, anti-Semitic,, and anti-Israel |. 
_for almost a decade, he saya today 


he Is willing to let his male followers 
join the Israel Defence Forces and 
vote in national elections — if the 
government agrees to the 
recommendations made by a com- 
_misaion headed by David Glaas MK. 
‘That report, commissioned in 
August 1978 and submitted to the 
Interior Minister -in June’ 1980, 
" suggests that Israel settle the Black 
Hebrews on’a piece of Negev land 
andteventually give them perma- 
nent residence visas. In-; return,’ 
Carter’ will stop the. flow_of new - 


over the years has swelled the cult’s 


-|, ranks from a few. hundred to an es- 


x 


thmated 2,000.00 2 85 rage 
Gone’ isthe fanatical evangelist 


awholald claim to the Land of Israel 


“ta the fullest extent of its biblical 
“boundaries,” .and accused “those” 
«who call themselves Jews'' of steal- 

tzu identity, culture, history and 

bp of‘the Hebrew. Israelites. 


‘ymore‘ ig, the former Chicago - 


Hepsek- driver declaring that a 
“million more Black Hebrews are 
“‘Yeady to ‘‘come home'' to Israel, or 
“predicting that after a period of 
Sentastrophe, pestilence, ‘and famine 
the Black Hebrews will be restored 
to God's favour and’ world 
wleaderghipssiy fs fot 
“Gone also are. charges of Israel ° 
PEON; and the antl. Semitic cam- 
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‘ phrases as “contributing to the 


1 CTE 
cnn 


paign his followers ran in the’ U. 8.,' 
which included’ calls for an 


‘ economic boycott of: American: 


tr 


. recruits from America which have . 


Jewish businesses and a con: 
gressional ban on ald to Israel. 

Today Carter is the, reasonable, ‘’ 
conciliatory black American: 
preacher, leader of a small bank of! ; 
refugees from ‘the ghettos of; 
America who want nothing more! 
than to tend thelr vegetable, 
patches, work hard, and contribute | 
.to.the State of Israel. — 

s he sincere? Some members ot 


' the local and International press, as 


well as some American Jewish 
organizations, believe that the once: 
belligerent black nationallat has un- 


_‘dergone a& genuine change of at-: 


’ titude. Carter himself writes off his' 
past condemnation of the State’ of 
Israel as simply an effort to: 
‘precipitate somesinterest : in the, | 
community, as..we ‘were seeking ‘ 
relief from the hardships.’ Actual-' 
ly, he adds as a.justification, we: 
weré not so much condemning the: 
ee as, what, was happening | to us, 
eres! 


at pee wile 


doubtedly been difficult for Carter. . 


When Armaggedon did not occur as 
he predicted: in September 1977, 
some leaders of the group defected 
— among them Tommy and Hazel 


. Whitfield who have recorded their ° 


experiences as Black Hebrews in a 
‘goon-to-be-published book and in an. 


’ NBC-TV dééumentary. Non-leaders. 
“have also left — many more, 


observers. feel, than.Carter {s will- 
ing to admit. Stories of a life-style 
similar to the People's Temple cult 


‘in Jonestown, Guyana, which began 


to filter back to the press In late 
1978, have since become more 
widespread, 


;. In addition, residents of ‘Dimona 
and Arad, furious because the 


.government has not solyed the 
,Black Hebrew problem"? — 
";members of the cult are still ving 


40 to a room in various apartments, 
‘causing sewage to overflow ‘and 


property values to decline — have 
taken the law into thelr own hands. 
It is now very difficult for Carter to 


4 fent flats to house his followers. 
if New. reports: -have surfaced about 


Many of “the 1 fisraelis andi. .zmalnutrition, poor education and il- 


Americans famillar, with the cult, § 
however, describe. Carter as a! 
clever pragmatist, ‘still privately : 
convinced, that his ‘mission is to. 
“establish the Kingdom of God int 


legal use of American ‘passports. 
Some: members of, Carter's 
organization in,Chicago have been 
jailed for fraud and theft. The police 


ytiave apparently compiled a new 


Jerusalem, North East Africa and “secret report recommending depor- 


become a guiding light, for the 
‘ African continent,'! They believe he 
is still indoctrinating’ his followers. 
with a hatred for whites and Jews. . 
What motivates ‘Carter today, ; 
they say, is that time {s running out, 
To combat challenges to his suthot | 
ty, boost morale, and stem com-/: 


tation of some Black Hebrews 
2: whom they describe as wanted 


American criminals. 


* .. Even more’alarming to Carter, . 
see he suécessfully convinced - 


iGlass, that, the anawer is a settle:, 
‘ment..and permanent residence 


“visas, are the rumours that Interlor ‘* with, Love Canal, 


plaints about the overcrowding and? Minister Yosef Burg disagrees with’, 


financial hardship,- he. needs ‘to{' the recommendations made iby,shl a3; 


‘wrest major concessions from’ the} - 
Israeli. government — even.it’the” °, 


: fellow NRP member, mae Rs 


It is definitely: advantaged ito”: 


‘price ts public moderation otha én: J the: ‘cult, say. the: Black} Hebrews’ 


tremist views." ') 4,7 BaP, 
The ‘past three’ years nae un- 


} Critiés”.to presenta new image to 
the Israoll, public, Carter's 


“Oteuseries, (fer bot iz, (986 «. 


; | 


ternational figures as Richard Nix- 


‘unrestrained joy'' the Glass report, 


, reservations about was the 


derates hig stance 


vocabulary is now dotted with 
words like “co-exist and such 


state’’ and ‘doing whatever is re- 
quired of us citizens.’ The man who 
previously took his case to such in- 


on, Henry: Kissinger, Kurt 
Waldheim, Leonid Brezhnev and Idt 
‘Amin, now describes his battle with 
the Israell government as ‘a family 
problem, Iike between Quah 
Emunim and the government, and | 
Natorei Karta , -And ‘the’ 
government, ‘" 7 E i 


Carter insists that his moderate - 
new stance was born of the purest of 
motives. ‘I've been with you for i1° 
years,"’ he saya. .‘‘I've learned 
something about you. I'm a little 
closer to you. I understand you 
better. And I'm not as extreme. I 
don't want this roof to fall down." - 
_ After’ years of being ignored by 
the government, he received ‘with 


which devotes 147 pages to déscrib- 
ing the cult and assessing what the’ 
country should do with {ts followers, 
Carter commends the Knesset. 
Member frequently for his In-depth | 
rescarch, impressed that he reach-: 
‘ed his conclusions after numerous: 
interviews conducted: not only in 
Israel but in the U.8, Carter, infact, 
is Glasa' foremost champion these . 
days. : 
_ The only thing that we had some. 
“loca: | : 
tion of the village which Glaas! 
recomimended," said. Carter, “We | 
didn't feel that Ramat Hovav |s | ay 
very good area because of this great; 
chemical complex being bullt there 
“and the [ntentions to use that area to 
store waste chemicals from allover’ 
Isrdel, We're famillac naturally 
Niagara Falls, . 
where. they buried all those 
chemicals and ‘they ‘kept 
' penetrating until the} entefed into 


* the homes and bqdleés of the peopje. 


We had ecologists from the Univer: 
(Continued on piige ala) 


et BL creme pe : . 2» . 


ens 


ee (Cuntinued from page one) 
gre} ; 

a atiyrat the, Negev cheek the site out 
and they sald, ‘don't touch it. 

» We would have preferred an 
apgrivultural settlement, but there 


again woe understood one of the 


fn 


problems was the high amount of {n-s | 


vestinent Unat would be required for 
such at large community. And ft 
wasn't our intention to cause any 
undue hardship upon Isract or the 
citizens. So what happened is that 


, they decided to establish more of a 


‘aaurselves in organic farming, and 
, this we can understand and even 
this we accepted.", 


Proudly Carter adds that in his: 


k:report, Glass ‘‘completely- ex- 
. pnerated “ the calt of charges, firat 


| January, 1978, of mysterious dis- 
Appearances, imprisonment : of 
‘ those who defy group laws, 
{- beatings, child abuse, and confisca- 
, ‘thon of passports. ' 
iar: (In‘ actuality Glass writes that 
jxACtor: intervfeying.one Black 
rt Hebrew woman imprisoned in Nevd 
Tir2d, and two of the Black 
Hebrews’ Jewish nelghbours, ‘the 
} Cammittée'la.unable to decide if 
sjthere Is any ‘truth In’ the*ac- 
#cusations.’, Tod this he adds,as a 


sfehr and terror’ and described the 
4{Black Hebrews’ long-term goal as 
“carrying out many evil deeds like: 


ar “ Te 
EE particular, 


~ 
& 
. 


Sh SO ere 


. ‘ , . men ‘ " a alte . : 
Po nt a. Petinr oko vt eee ee 
aT i MG huge ite! neepeme cme... 
“BLACK HEBREWS > ti. AR er 
Eyal ' aes are, Sore ick’ ETS pa cae Hy 
' \ ter, i's me) BLAGK “ ee * it aredey lh mf ‘i q) eh at vers 
1 Lot" eee ‘ ? vai Y 
A ‘i " 


z eharacter and independence.) | | 
a Nonetheless, Carter inaisted that’ | 


_ village, but to give us a little plece ”, 
¥ of land’ to allow us to express * 


reported by The Jérusalem Post in’ 


;' to this and a threat to that. I hear-/dations,-,showing the community * 
the same things that they ‘used | s0me@ good will,:;we would not allow | 


ootnote, that an ex-cult member In - 
w York spoke of a “regime of. 


Ne? Pe ee ahs 


, i 
ly to cause Ipjury to Tarael, its” AY Hah 
ee oa eR 
‘allot these things wero thoroughly a A 
Investigated and were found not to be 
be (rue, ontirely without basis.” Ho» {ant 
then generously went ontosnay that | sip 
{ there Is indeed a police report | & 
which Ilats individuals with | 
criminal background. Mving in the . 3 
community, ho ts all for “giving : 


them a chance to leave," 

“LT would like to aay that because 
somcone has stoicn some uranium 
from some French ships {s not a ° 
reason for everyone to declare that , 
tho Jewlsh. race {s a race of war ,". 
mongrers,'' he stated. “If there are *. 
individuals of criminal background, - |! 
they should. state, thig and reter'to. / 
them as criminals and not to the en: 
tire community. They are judging | Black H 

_us. I see them using the same tac-, [ti 


or 
at 


ebrew:women,, es 


» 
| 


of turning from, a path that | 


Rua 
SRE SESS, 


FE pore 


unto death to a path that turns into}" * 
|. Wht. don't think that Burg or 
Le Gluss, being mon of religion, would.’ 


. i Me sanht wily uy 
tics against us that they were using, ;catimate the Black Hebrew popula-, «.. psk us:not to go out and try to con- 


against Jews in Germany preceding |tion as approximately 2,000ic7y41 , 


and after the Second World: War, ‘{' “I wholeheartedly agreed;that on | . 


. First of all character assassination, )the Beginning of the government* 
making It look Ilke we are a threat :/ applying the | (Glass): recommen: { 


against you when they began to acs © anyone else to join us. Not.an infant, 
tually go into the Holocaust. ‘I’saw : not.a tot);not.a brother or alster, ° 
them present;the. ‘list 'of'sthe | That point would, be the cut-off," 


criminals, We.can’ sit,down. and I | Carter said... \ 


, 
-t eae, eed 
‘ belleve work:out;somethiiigst': 0. } “I never ‘dald:anything ‘about a 


“+, What). Carter’ dags' not “gay; ‘of | bringing tens of thougands of Black ° 


our gi: A Seb Ab SAM of the -cult,; Hebrews to Israelj/not:once in any , 


r 


‘, mombets..hdvé.taken new names  Mterview haye I.everptated that. / 
,’ and destroy ed as any links to thelr pas my apokesinén’ did.-But 1 { 
* past lives 


osdlble; Identifying a Lteyer had any intantion of bringing 4 
PENT ee oe PET a gape py 
‘oult ‘member, unless, he’ ‘ thomi:FiFat “bal Anere*aten't ahy 5 
or she has ‘been’ arrested for.com»’ ‘tena sth thous yndavot Black: 
mitting a drifne locally, is virtually: | “americdy' Taraelites that desire tod 
impossible). - ete ETT en pare eo] n wt boridlyiwe have no, ways or) 
As another example of the cult's’|- moana ‘df bringing thent here.-Thats 
willingness to meet the government)! “(vould gertainly have td bd’an act d Ae 
“halt way" If itresults { a settles’: God Almighty."". | °. 4! ed 2h 
ment and permanent. residence’ is\ | Instead? the messiah’. plans, toy 
Carter's firm pledge to stop bring: .. search locally for new souls to saye.7, 


ing in new'recrults, Although ‘It Js’; On ithat senaitive: subject) so near, 
forbidden,,to number ourselves)!!! and ‘dear to’thé>heartasot the? 


as mary as 1,400 followers living.in’ - both Glass and Burg are members; 


Carter: qirrently admits to having: National Religious: Party sof: raid 


~” tetaol} the same population count Carter offers no olivé branches," 


he gave one and a half years ago. ' “We won't convert. It théy are. 
‘Jews {i Arad and Dimona, who ine atroady Israelites, there 1@ no. 
sist ncV members regularly arrive, matter of conversion, just a matter - 

raw ; Feat, os 


' . 
cr rons rr 20 a 


fy 
1 


Eivincgilsraolis that our path.js.the . 


corroct‘one, I-feel that what wé are : 
snying ncods to be hoard thoroughly 


\\" and Investigated.,Whenithere, is a 
: closer relationship between us and 


the Isracll people, there will be a 
desiro on behalf. of them to allow 
what we are saying to be put to the | 
test and given a chance," he sald. 
“Thore may be already a dozen 
Jewish people from all over Iarael 
who are sympathetic to ua, They are 


‘ ‘not living here in Dimona, but we 
: would consider them part of the 
», ‘community, . 


f;During the almost two years it 


ook Glass to prepare his report, 
Carter.and tho cult were un: 
characteristically quiet and 
reatrained. They adhered strictly to 
. the agreement made, with members | 


U 
' 


“of the American Jewish community;. 
“to “retrain from oritical comment, 


“in the medla,"’ though, their attack 
‘ anaracl continues in other formay, 
" Since the, repart was presented, 
Ethey have acted }ike; model eat 
Gnd “madg:puimerous ;pro-Tarali, 
ser Awhat will, happen -{f, 
“Burg rejects Glaga': recommen: 
dations? =u) cigs Pes 
‘Carter is confident that a solution 
is In the affing. - ‘ Me 
«,“The pressures. now are, so in-' 
‘tense that .the. neighbours are, 
becoming much more .violent in 
thaln thinving acainat the Tntarlar 


. 
err ety 


| frontation with’ the community” 
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Like what has happened recentiy’ 
with the apartinents. Now.-théy arg, 
telling everyone to rent us no 
apartments, What will we du? Be 
- out in tho. tlalds. somewhere? We 
hive no place to go, no place to 
Ilvo,"* * : 
"Tho -group atill has friends in 
‘Africas = a guest book Includes 
signaturos of supporters who 
| recently visited Dimona from 
Liberia, Ghana, and Ethiopia. And 
the group's fate still concerns the 
‘ Amorican black community so 
much that last month leaders met 
with Israel's Ambassador to the 
U.S. in New York. 

“Ta deport us after 11 years of be- 
ing here and 13 years away from the 
States Would be more than a 
notion," warned Carter. "Black 
Amorlica would not stand for It, and 

_ there would be Intense international 
proasure on the State of Israel. 
'* “I never suggeated that there 
| would be any masa sulcide here, but 
| T would say that in reallty {t would 
> be @ tragedy for everyone involved 
Af they would send the Army down 
onus, We haveno intentions of com: 
mitting any mass suicide, but we've 
been out of the States for 13 years, 
| Our children from 13 yeara and un- 
; der know nothing about slavery, 
Negroes, and we certainly have no 
‘ Intention of thelr being caat back 
into the pits of hell. They've been 
born in Isracl, ralscd In Israel. This 
Is all that they know and no one Is 
ever going to make them slaves.” 
(This ts the second of a continuing 
series of articles. The Jfirst 
(ppeared on Friduy, October 10.) 


—e if 


- black family as neighbours.’’ ok 


~ 


& | Lock: out’ strategy against Black 


° ae 

= “If (Interior : Minister -- * Yosef) 

‘Burg has still not made a dect- 

© sion about the Black Hebrews by 

the time the Knesset 

reconvenes, we (membersof the 

7 Knesset Interior Committee) 

vs) ‘will begin to push him. Hea tends 

to procrastinate and this-matter 

cannot go unattended: any 

longer. The citizens of Dimona 

Ls and Arad have already begun to 

take the law bie thein: own 
hands.” $ 


— MK Tamar Eshel ae. 


Late one night recently, 11. 
couples in their late 20s and‘ early ° 
30s gathered in the basement, bomb *‘ 


shelter of their Arad high-rise for an>| | 


emergency meeting of the résidénts ~" 
committee, The. agend#ii The’ 
declared intention. of. the ownes of 
the building's 12th flat to sell the. flat. 
to the Black Hebrews. ~ 
“I'm nota racist,’’ said one apart-c 
ment owner. “I don't care if I havea 
‘I'm not a racist either,’ 
declared Roni Weinberger, com- 
mittee chairman. “But the flat isn’t” 
being sold to a family, it is being | 
sold to a cult. In Dimona, in Mitzpe - 
Ramon, here in Arad — whenever.. 
they g get an apartment — they move_, 
in 20, 30, 40 people. Do you know | 
what that does to the plumbing? To ~ 
the quality of life? They make a lot 
of noise. They store their, stuft on 


the stairwells. Day and night the i 
hallways are full of Black Hebrews= 
because there is not enough room ines 
the apartment for so many to sleep. 

“Worse, they are a hostile-ele- 
ment, anti-Israel, anti-Semitic and 
anti-white,’’ said Shraga Pesach, a 
Bible teacher at the local high 
school. A: member of the Arad Com- 
mittee to Expel the Black Hebrews 
from Israel, Pesach briefly describ- 
ed the cult's belief that they. are the | 
true Israelites while the Jews are. 
imposters. He cited examples of - 
hostile comments some of Arad's 4,-- 
000 Black Hebrews have made to 
some of Arad's 13,000 Jews, as well 
as anti-Semitic ‘“‘lessons'’ Black 
Hebrew adults had been overheard | 
teaching their children in the cult’s 
local school. 

“The Glass committee has 
recommended that they be given a 
settlement,’’ said Pesach. ‘We op- 
pose that. We think each country- 
has the right to decide who will live 
in that country, and we don’t want 
citizens forced on us. They are here 
illegally; they should be sent back | 
to the U.S. We are encouraging : 
everyone in this town to stop renting i 

J 


a 


to them. And we've -been. very 
successful. So now they are trying 


. flats. If. you allow the sale to go 


. invested would have been lost. So- 


I~ 


to buy. 

‘Last week they offered $42, G00. 
tér a flat worth much less. We con- 
vinced the owner not to sell. If he 
had, everything his neighbours had . 


they are trying to buy one of your ; 


through, no one will. be -willing to * 
buy from you later at the market 
value.” ou. ; 

The young couples, most of whom 
had taken personal loans to buy 
their apartments and were also pay- 
jing off large, linked housing: 
‘mortgages, winced. If. the ex- 
perience of-other Arad residents 
who rented. flats.to Black Hebrews 
served as & yardstick, the flats 
worth IS140;000 today would soon be: 
worth no more than 1870,000. - 

Weinberger had spent the day,’ 
studying théjtenants legal rights. * 

“The lawyis on the side of the. 
Black Hebrews,” he announced. ‘A 
few of them have identity cards.. 
They therefore have the right to buy = 
and move in as many people as they . 
please. They. are offering Yossi” 
-1S40,000 more.than the flat is worth. 
All we can do is try to convince him 
not to sell for our sake. And we can 
notify the’ Black Hebrews’ leader, 
Ben-Ami Carter, that if they buy 
they will not be permitted to move 
in. We will put up an fron gate at the 
building's entrance and post a 24- 
hour guard.” .°. 

Plans to use the “ock-out” 
strategy — based on tactics first 
used the previous month by the 
Dimona Citizens Committee — 
Proved successful and the sale of 
the flat never materialized. In fact, 
all recent attempts by the Black 
Hebrews to buy or rent in Arad have 
failed abysmally. And the group of 
locals actively dedicated to expell- 
ing the cult from both Arad and 
Israel, has mushroomed in size. For 
11 years virtually & one-man show, 
today Arad boasts a well-organized 
and well-financed organization 
headed by immigrants and sabras, 
many of them respected 
professionals. Like Shraga Pesach, 
they are dedicated to exposing the 
Black Hebrews as a cult with 
questionable values and practices- 
which has forced Itself upon the peo- 
ple and government of Israel. They 
are committed to writing 
letters,demonstrating, picketing, 

(Continued on page 3, col. 1) : 
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(Cortinued fren page ons) 
and — if necessary — breaking laws 
they believe inapplicable; to the 
situation. paar to 
The Arad committee has taken 
under its wing a fledgling, citizens 
group:from nearby Mitzpe’Ramon. 
in previous years, residents of the 
virtual ghost town were not unhap- 
py when the cult begantrenting 
apartments. Today their ‘presence 
means turning away the numerous 
Israeli families attached tothe new 
airforce bases in the Negev.who are 
willing to settle in the town, a pop- 
ulation Mitzpe Ramon is desperate 
to absorb. =~ Ly 
It is in Dimona, however, where 
the majority of this country’s Black 
Hebrews live, that the Jews have 
opted for what borders‘on civil 
revolution. Angered because the 
Interlor Ministry, police and 
municipality have consistently ig- 
nored.their complaints, convinced 
that nothing happens in this country 
if the aggrieved citizens don’t shout, 
demonstrate and make headlines in 
the newspapers, residents: of the 
1098 block decided this year to do 
more. than write polite letters and 
appeal to the Supreme Court. When 
they learned that a flat-in their 
building had been rented to the cult, 
they erected an iron gate at the en- 
trance. Although the police and 
town mayor, MK Jacques:,Amir, 
warned families they would.be jail- 
ed for preventing the. Black 
Hebrews from moving in, the Jews 
stood their ground. a 
“‘We- had never defied the 
authorities before,” said .Fruma 
Platner, a member of the Dimona 
Citizens Committee. ‘To our sur- 
prise, the tactica worked. And when 
other Dimonans saw what happens 
when you take an aggressive at- 
titude, they too began putting up 
iron gates. We should have done this 
years ago. Instead, we-let the 
government and blacks push us 
around, make our lives nightmares. 
Well, never again." oe 
-Platner and her husband Hanoch, 
like their fellow committee 
members, have long complained to 
the appropriate authorities.about 
the Black Hebrews, though initially 
they welcomed the exotic 
Americans into the neighbourhood. 
Problems began when the number 
of Black’ Hebrews inhabiting the 
dozen flats alloted them by Amidar 
swelled to 20, then 30, and now 40. 
The overcrowding,in addition to the 
Black Hebrews usurping the local 
bomb shelters, resulted in overflow- 
ing sewage, excessive noise and a 
decline in property values. : 
-The frequent pleas: for relief, 


made by residents of the Nizahon’ 


neighbourhood to various govern- 
ment bodies went unanswered. In 
fact, there was no discussion on a 
high level of how to handle the cult 
until 1977 — nine years after the 
first Black Hebrews arrived in 


we EON ops irwes - . - ‘we? 


af 


‘government will act at all? 


irresponsibility, the Dimona }Committee, the Dimona municipall- 
Citizens Committee filed sult in the , {ty has arranged for Ben-Am! Carter 
Supreme Court against thes-itc house his flock in one of the city's 
Ministers of Health, Interior -andi {absorption centres. 
Education as well as the Dimona::& “The- government kept telling us 
municipality. The Supreme Court, 2% they couldn't get the Black Hebrews 
instead of acting on the suit,:stout of here until they had found a 
suggested that Interior. Minister; “}permanent solution,’sald a com— 
Yosef Burg establish a fact-finding; ; 
committee to look into the matter’ gyears. So we took the initiative of 
and recommend within two months finding a ‘temporary’ solution.” 
the steps the government should Relocating the cult in the 74-flat 
take. Twenty months later, in June, ja bsorption centre does not signal an 
1980, the chairman of the .com-f#end to the Citizens Committee's 
mittee, MK David Glass, presented? gbattles, however. At the moment: 
his report. .. . gthey are brainstorming new ways to | 
Burg announced that there would @*confront” the municipality on the 
be -a-cabinet discussion of thed 


between benign neglect ns, 6 the suggestion of the, Citizens 


wf porary’’ solution, he also committed 
yecurate and complete list of allof the: 


studied the problem in depth andi#nameg, as well as their fingerprints. 
visited Dimonk. In early September # At present, neither the Interior 
there was a “high level’’ meeting MMinistry, the police or the 
about the report. But to date, no municipality know how many Black 
decisions have been made. : aprie brews live in Dimona or who they 
“So when the woman who owns an sare. ae & ory 
empty- flat in this block decided to #@ “But Carter was allowed to sign 
rent to the cult, we decided to take the lease without fulfilling these 
action,” said Platner. ‘Who knows yconditions,’’- said Platner. ‘‘We 
when the government will act on the -jwon't stand for that. Once the cult is 
Glass recommendations? Or if the #settled in at the absorption centre, 
~ ¥iwe'll have no-way of getting them to 
‘‘We do not want to subject our jeidentify themselves. Last week.we 
children to what other children in supported a one-day warning strike 
this neighbourhood have suffered {jcalled by parents of the junior high 
because they live in the same#éschool which adjoins the absorption 
building as the Black Hebrews. Asifsécentre. This week...?"" "Age 
is, my teenage daughter can't come 
and go freely like her friends. Iihas also served notice of their long- 
don't want her coming home at ee ee goals. to all official bodies 
or 10 in the evening and having to-4charged with finding a solution to 
walk through a crowd of. adult#;the Black Hebrew “problem”; 
males from that group. Worse, if].¢ ‘Just moving the Black Hebrews 
she lives in the same bullding as thes? out of the Nizahon neighbourhood is 
Black Hebrews, she could have the: not enough,’ ’said a spokesman. 
experience of another teenageri* ‘That will provide rellet to some 
from this neighbourhood. He came:: citizens of Dimona, but not to the 
home late one night and found a}..state. We want them out of this 
black couple engaged in sex on the. -country, and -we wil) continue to 
stairway!" : < iftight aggressively until action is 
“Everyone warned us not to take‘ ztaken. One result of our new cam- 
the law into our own hands. Thank: ‘paign js that many Dimonans have 
God, we didn’t listen. If we had,? ‘come forth with thelr horror stories 
we'd be living with. the Black; “about the cult; stories they were 
Hebrews right now. The Supreme :*’previously afraid to tell anyone. 
Court case we filed last month was -. More than ever, we realize that we 
rejected. The judges referred us-.’ are dealing with a very sick group. 
back to Burg! 4 ‘Isolating them-on a moshav is not 
“Now that we've changed our? an answer. And we intend to make 
tack and become aggressive, we've-‘ the government realize this, 
gotten results. This is after years of .~- whether it wants to or not.” k 
being called racists for objectingto (This is the third of a seriea of ar- 
‘the sick cult, of being ignored by the: -ticles.) 4 
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pmittee member. “That could take | 


gissue. Dimonans claim that wher 3 
ymayor Amir accepted their ‘‘tem-| 


wahimself to: first securing an ac-—: 


‘cult members legal American tf: 


The Dimona Citizens Committee-}; 
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“We aren't! intefented in what 
goes on.inside the Black Hebrew 
comets a2 Qur job is to find 
 aainlion that will put an end to 
he {friction which has arisen in 
Direc: between the Israelis 
and ‘the Black Hebrews.”’. : 
— Zvi Zilker, mayor of Ashdod 
and a member of the Glass Com- 
mission, January 1978 


The Glass Cotamission report's 
failure to seriously investigate the 
Black Hebrews’ way of life worries 
Americans and Israelis familiar 
with the cult-and frightens former 
members. «agi 

Those who havergad the 147-page 

siudy of the community, ‘its history, ~ 
its ideology-éand its 12-year 


relationship with the State of Israel. - 


are most ‘impressed with the 
thorough .research done by MK 
David Glass#and his three 
colleagues. “‘I all!’ writes Glass in 
the preface tohis report, “we heard 
opinions and evidence from 55 peo- 
ple, read extensive background 
material, research studies, sur- 
veys, letters,:press-clippings, and 


i other material relevant to the sub- 


—_ 


ject.""* \: ae Si ee ow wort 

Everyone compliments the com- 
mittee for its comprehensive 
analysis of the. problem and i.s 


possible solutions, as-well as its ab- 


solute condemnation of the 
government's . inept denvnea oe 
the communitys-s2yy = -* 


_ And no one understands how the’ 
team, which spent:20 months, at.the 


taxpayer's expense, probing “all” 
aspects. of ‘the/Black Hebrew 
problem —-a prabe that entalled a 
trip to the U.S, — virtually ignored 
charges that‘question the cult's 
values, behaviour and control 
systems. No one can understand 
how the committee reached its con- 
clusions — settling the Black 
Hebrews in a village and giving 
them permanent residence visas — 
without interviewing any of the 
numerous rier currently liv- : 
ing in Israel. - 


“Glass mens eblized thatthe - 


Black Hebrews ‘are a cult, and 
therefore cannot be; judged by the 
norms applicable :te other social 
groups,’ said an American who has - 
read the report.-2'And then he 


. decided that the Black Hebrews are 


‘ of abuse and-threats. How? By in- 
terviewing two Jews from Dimona, ~ 


— 


a healthy, happy lot and dismisses 
as ‘apparently unfounded’ charges 


one Black Hebrew woman jailed for 


theft, and ‘hundreds’ of Black = 


Hebrews — as if a group living in a 
community characterized by that 
kind of regime: would be free to 
speak wwpenly, - or<is capable of 
speaking openly. 

“Had he bothered to travel one 
hour from his .office, in various 
directions§ he could have talked to 
former cu members. They would 
have giverg him a much different 
picture and¥nformation that would 
have made & impessible for him to 
reach the copclusions he did." 


“By refualpg tacome to terms — 


with the reaj nature of the cult, 
Glass has done Israel a great dis- 


service,’”' safd an} American in-* 


volved ‘in, helping ‘ ‘clean’ up!” the 
aftermath of Jonestown. ‘His 
recommendations aré based on 
only some of the facts. So what 
seems —Hke a- ‘logical,- humane, 
Jewish’solution today may well 
lead to disaster in five years." 
Glass’ only firm supporter these 
Gays ia ‘Ben-Ami Carter, who 
Dimona residents claim cleverly 
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“‘snowed’’ the M with his 
“rensonable’’ new stance, threats 
of mass suicide and stirring up antl- 
Tsracl sentiment in the ,American 
black community, Of the three 
American ‘Jewish organizatibns 
«which, in 1978, pressured by U.S. 
black. leaders, urged Interior 
Minister Yosef Burg to immediate- 
ly adopt a-fair-solution to the 
- problem, only the American Jewish 
.Congress officially endorses the 
"Glass recommendations. The 
American Jewish Committee, has 
made™'no formal response" and the 
’ Anti-Defamation ‘League is saying 
that ‘in the last analysis the Israeli 
government must: take whatever 
- action suits its own: best'interests.”’ 
-But-spokesmen ‘for both 
organizations also laud Glass for. 
finally moving the Interior Ministry 
. towards a solution to the more than 
decade-old problem. . ~. 
Privately, however, some 
American Jewish officials in Israel 
+are becoming concerned: about 
Glass’s recommendations, which 
parallel so closely those they jointly 
‘proposed in 1978 — “‘before we 
knew what we know todays ”* said 


rude: = "NEWSBEATX, pi 
. Joan Borsten - 


- -one concerned “ottidtal. “Ae” aetec- 


tions from the cult mount,.and ad- 
- ditional reports of unusual and ex- 
treme behaviour are recorded, sen- 
ding all Black Hebrews to an 
isolated settlement appears--less 
than an ideal solution... . 

“We would like to take a.look’ at 
that secret police report ,which 
‘details criminals and criminal ac- 
tivity in the group," sald one of the 
officials. “We have never been able 
to challenge the black American's 
picture of the cult as peace-loving, 
a.clean-cut group of black Jews be- 
ing persecuted for no reason 2 the 
racist Israelis," — “Bt 

Particularly unnerving to. Fall in-? 
volved with the Black Hebrews is 
Glass’ apparent willingness-to re- 
quire all cult members to oer in 
the village. 

“I grant that because of” inter- 
national politics and the failure of 
the government to dea) with this 
! problem effectively, you probably 
have to give Carter his settlement," 
said an American official. “But you 
should at the same time try to 
defuse, not strengthen, Carter's 
hold over the lives of 2,000 people. 
Why is there no provision for giving 
permanent residence to those who 
are willing to leave the cult? Or who 
have already left it but don’t want 
to return to the U.S.?7 Faced only 
with the choice of going back to the 
ghetto, they may choose Carter.” 

An ex-cult member added: 
“Glass just played right into 
Carter's hands. So did the police in 
Eilat when they arrested all the 
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all.those people here by saying, tt 
you don't’ stay with us, it's hello 
Chicago, pimps, and dope pushers,'»” 
the former member sald. 

Glass's most vehement critics 
are the residents of Arad and 
Dimona,. as well as those familiar 
with the People’s Temple tragedy. 
They insist that Glass is wrong for 
letting Carter continue to blackmail 
Israel with his threats. They charge 
that the MK no more comes to grips 

with Israel's Black Hebrew 
problem than did Interior Minister 
Yosef Burg, who dealt with the cult. 
for 10 years by. pretending it didn’t 


: exist. They reject the committee's’ 


conclusion that it is no longer possi; - 
ble to deport the Black Hebrews. 
“Do you want to know how to, 
deport them?’ asks Amit Karni, a 
member of the Arad Citizens Com- 
mittee. ‘‘Read the police report that 
Glass quotes from. It’s all outlined, 
along with a programme on how to; 
combat any resulting unfavourable’ 
public opinion. Unlike Glass, the; 
police know blackmail when they; | 
see it,.and they aren't willing » 
submit to it. | 
“The settlement Idea isn't prec. i 
tical anyway. Given ‘the. Blacid ! 
Hebrews’ history, what make 
Glass think that they are going to bi 
happy with that settlement? What: vee 
makes Glass think they aren’t go7" y 
ing to demand more and more?t-* 
What makes Glass think Carter te 


really going to stick to hi 
promises?"’’ Karni asks. : 

A former Black Hebrew idughs at 
Glass’ ‘‘naive'? belief that, onc 
granted legal status, the law en, a 
forcement authorities in this coun” 
try will be able to keep the cult ung 7 
der surveillance, ~ . wa ‘ 

“You are dealing with a masters _ 
mind and a criminal mind,” said; 
C.L. “He's been infiltrating peopl 
into the country, right past i ges : 
authorities, for:10 years. He’s got 
the whole government kow-towings 
taking, him seriously. What a joke, -. 
Don't they realize he’s a Nar; a - 
pimp, a con-man? The truth: ist't ir. “9 
him. He's not fit to lead anybody! 
Why legitimize what he’s doing?” 

An American-Israell journalist, — 
who has done research on the Black 
Hebrews,*was working for a San 
Frandisco newspaper when 800 
members of the People’s Temple 
committed sulcide. Amazed by the 
parallels he found between the two 
cults, the reporter wrote to Yehuda 
Avner, an aide to Prime Minister’ 
Begin, warning that mass murder 
— “That's really what it was" — 


“There were also wishy-washy 
Nberals on.-my paper: who didn’t 
think .it was important that one of 
our newsmen should accompany 
the late Congressman Leo Ryan (he 
was killed by the cult) on his fact- 
finding tour to Jonestown. 

“What galls me is not the govern- 
ment, which makes mistakes about 
everything, or bureaucrats who 
waffie rather than take respon- 


former Black Hebrews for living ~-#ibility..for a strong action. It's: 


there illegally. Carter and his- 
sidexicks scare potential detectors _/ 


liberals like Glass, who make 
?things worse with their Nve-and-let- 


— and there are maybe 200 who 3” live attitude. They are well- 


would leave right now — into stay-’ 
ing. They tell them that they-oan't . 


intentioned, but in the end, they do 


t 
could also occur in Israel. 

1 
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function outside of Dimona: They 4; .'\The- Black “Hebrews have 0° 


tell them: ‘You'll have to roam the - 


streets, sell your body, steal and eat. 
junk food, But if you atay -with-us;: 
nothing will happen to you. No one 
ever gets deported from Dimona. 

-“If the government inflrments 
the Glasa Commission's 
recommendations, Carter can hold 


rights here. And they have nothing 
to do with Israe},"" he continued. 


“The sooner they. are thrown out s. 


the better. Some say that 
something bad is golng to happen If 


“we deport them. Well, something 


worse is going to happen if we 
don't." (Last of four articles.) 


eee | 


INVOLVEMENT WETH CRIMINALS - COUWMLICT WEEE THE Law 
June. 207 1971 


broke into a gas Station in the area ol Mitevpe Ramon 
and stole IL. 300 and gasoline coupons. 


Sentenced in Beersheba District Court to six months Jmprisonment 
conditional tor three years, and Fined 1. 500 (or two months in 
jail). 


August, 1971 


A number of blacks tried to build without a permit near Beit Kemah 
junction. The District Commissioner issued injunctions, and with 
police intervention the building was halted and the people left 
the area. 


August 9, 1971 


About 300 blacks led by Ben Carter assembled near the Dimona 
municipality to demand the rights of citizens. When the police 
intervened, they dispersed quietly. No criminal file was opened. 


September 12, 1971 


A number of black families assembled in Dimona's shopping center. 
IN a meeting with the Mayor, they demanded land for farming, 
apartments, and food on credit. At the same meeting, Ben Carter 
threatened "not to sit idly by” if their demands were not met. 
The assembly dispersed without incident or police action. 


September 13, 1971 


About 100 black men and women assembled near the Dimona super- 
market. About 50 men entered the supermarket and put products 
valued at about IL. 300 into their bags. They did not have the 
money to pay for them. Police were called in,: and at their 
intervention the products were returned and the men left the 
area. No criminal file was opened. 


’ 


September 30, 1971 


* 


A bus driver complained that four blacks who had gotten on the 
bus at the village of Yeruham refused to pay the fare. The 
police intervened; the passengers paid the fare and were released. 
No criminal file was opened. — 
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September 30, 1971 


A number of black families occupied an empty apartment belonging 
to the Amidar Company. With police intervention the apartment 
was vacated. In reaction, the blacks assembled in the center of 
the Victory neighborhood of Dimona and disturbed the peace for 
several hours. The police restored order. No file was opened. 


October 16, 1971 


was arrested in a military zone in Eilat. He was 
tried on October 24, 1871 and sentenced to ten days in prison 
or a fine of IL. 50. 


Quam 2c QHD were apprehended by 


7 
an Israeli Army patrol when the wandered around near the nuclear 
research facility. They were warned and released. No file was 
opened. 


November 16, 1971 


A Mitzpe Ramon resident parked his vehicle near his house and 
left the keys inside. Suddenly he saw a black youth messing 
around with the car. He began to chase him, and the boy's mother 
and another woman assaulted him. The man went to the police 
station where he was assaulted again by the youth and his mother. 
A file was opened in the names of the youth and his mother but 
was closed on October 1, 1973. 


January 18, 1972 a 


snatched a wallet from the hand of a female Dimona 
resident. Some bystanders ran after him, caught him, and turned i 
him over to the police. He was sentenced to seven days in jail. 


January 19, 1972 


A fracas broke out in Eshkol Park in Dimona between a number of : 
Dimona Black Hebrews and three blacks who had left the sect and 
had gone to live in the village of Ein Sultan near Jericho. 
one of the Jericho men, was badly wounded 
in his head, and died two days later. The five attackers -- 
and 


-~- were arrasted, 


On February 7, 1972, was sentenced to two years in 


prison and one moreyear conditional imprisonment, after peng 
convicted of manslaughter under Article 212 of the Criminal Code 


Ordinance. The four others were sentenced to six months 
in prison and six more months conditional imprisonment for 


conspiracy to commit a felony. . 
{ 


January 20, 1972 


The day after the killing, ,» a Black Hebrew, 
entered the police station in order to interfere with the 
imprisonment of the suspects. When he was asked to leave, he 
refused, and assaulted a police officer. A criminal File was 
opened for trespassing and assaulting an officer. He was 
convicted and sentenced in Magistrate's Court in Dimona to 

one month's imprisonment and three months conditional imprison- 
ment. 


In March, 1972, the 27-month maximum stay permitted for tourists 
came to an end for all the black residents. The Ministry of 

the INterior began issuing expulsion order, and in mid-1973 

it was decided to expel the leaders of the sect. In order to 
confound this effort, they went to the American Embassy and 

gave up their American citizenship. This prevented the 

expulsion of some of the leaders because they had no citizenship, 
and it caused a complicated legal problem regarding their true 
status. 


July 30, 1973 


ee 


("War Minister", who returned to Israel a 
number of times using different identifications. See 
, 
August 10, 1973 
‘The Qi family: 
father: — 
children: 


entered Israel again on April 24, 1974 with a forged : 
passport in the name of- In order to make it 
difficult te identify him, @™M had grown a mustach and beard. 

Ne was identified by pure coincidence (by a policeman from the 
Dimona police force who had known him well in the past), and was 
expelled from the country for the second time on August 27, 1974. 


According to our information, @MMB returned to Israel a third 


time and an expulsion order was issued on January 24, 1979, but 
the man has not been located to date. 
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August 13, 1973 


August 26, 1973 

a. aD 

b. 
Returned to Israel in mid-1974 on a forged passport in the 
name of QI, left the cult in mid-1980 and now 
resides in Jerusalem. Apparently will be expelled from the 
country. His borrowed identify became known to police only 
recently. 


February 4, 1974 


sot SOCIETIES otra 
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Other Blacks Who Were Expelied for Illegal Residence: 


July 25, 1973 SE £ aii iy 

August 15, 1973 (ae: 

October 17, 1973 eee 

December 3, 1973 Be ie ma 

February 4, 1974 tel 3 ge 

April 16, 1974 CE 2 daughter Ti 


April 16, 1974 Qa family 
father: «gy 
mother: gai 
children: Qi, r~eus 


Jy es 
Jerusalen police arrested ip GEE, 20: 

for using stolen credit cards. Diners Club management 
in Tel Aviv had chraged the three with using forged Diners Club 
credit cards fraudulently to take merchandise worth IL. 30,006 
from fifteen shop owners. The three were expelled from the 
country on August 8, 1974, 


April 23, 1975 


was expelled from the country for criminal 
trespassing.At the time of his arrest he was using the name 
equim, and his real identity was discovered through finger- 
prints. It was learned that he was mentally unstable. 


May 27, 1975 


: was arrested on May 9, 1975 for being in the 
country illegally. He was expelled. 


April 20, 1976 


was arrested by Tel Aviv police under suspicion 
of obtaining goods and money fraudulently, forging checks, and 
passing stolen and forged checks. He was sentenced in Tel Aviv 
District Court to two years in prison. He was expelled from 
the country on September 7, 1977. 


April 20, 1976 
{ 


was arrested by Tel Aviv police for breaking and 
entering, theft, fraud, and forgery- Sentenced in Tel Aviv 
District Court to three years imprisonment on June 18, 1976. 
Expelled from the country on April lb, 1978. 


February 17, 1977 


-- a telegram from Chicago (Cook County) stated 
that this man was wanted for forging checks, stealing credit cards, 
drug possesion, rape, and possession of stolen goods. 


On February 19, 1977 he was arrested by Jerusalem police under 
suspicion of illegal entry into Israel (he entered with a forged 
passport in the name of , residing illegally 

in the country, and passing American government checks which 

had been stolen from their rightful owners whose signatures he 
forged. Expelled from the country on March 23, 1977. 


March 17, 1977 


was arrested by Eilat police on March 17, 1977 
after requesting entry to Eilat port in order to board one of 
the boats departing for Africa, When a Border Police officer 
refused him entry, he offered him a bribe in the amount of a few 
hundred lirot. Sentenced on March 23, 1977 in Magistrate's Court 
in Eilat to one month in prison for residing illegally in the 
country. On March 31, 1977 an order for arrest, which had been 
issued on a charge of bribery by Beersheba District Court, was 
approved until the end of thelegal proceedings. Expelled from 
the country on July ll, 1977. 


September 23, 1977 


GMA, onc sof the leaders of the sect) was arrested by 


Beersheba police after attempting to smuggle into Dimona a group 
of 25 blacks who had arrived in Israel for a visit. 


9 SEQ. D 


One October 9, 1977, he was sentenced in Magistrate's Court in 
Beersheba to 18 days imprisonment for illegal resident, personation 
as another person, obstructing a police officer, forging documents, 
and obtaining goods fraudulently, as well as forging a document 
and circulating it. Expelled from the country on January 20, 1978. 


In 1967, the above was arrested in the U.S. for illegal possession, 
of a weapon. Acceording.to our information, the man is now in 
Israel: he managed to slip into the country with a forged passport 
and has not been located since. 
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November 21, 1977 


, f 
were arrested by Jerusalem police on November 21, 1973 while 
trying to break through President Sadat's motorcade. 


On December 2, 1977, they were sentenced: @MEEMM to one month 
in prison, QUID and quay to 25 days in prison or a 31. 500 
fine. 


had given up his American citizenship. A lawyer took 
responsibility for him and he was released from jail. He left 
the country with his family after receiving an immigration permit 
te the U.S. 


QUE 2 ft the country on July 27, 1978. 


ame 2: released from jail on November 10, 1978 after refusing 
or one year to reveal his true identity, identifying himself 
instead as QC iinally his identify was confimed 
and he was released from prison on his commitment to leave the 
country within one month. At the end of one month, an attempt 

was made to locate the man, but it was not successful. 


On September 30, 1980, the man was arrested together with some 
other people in Eilat as part of an effort to locate people who 
were residing in the country illegally. An expulsion order was 
issued, and he was expelled from the country on October 28, 19380, 
after a suit that was filed in his name to the High Court of 
Justice to rescind the expulsion order was rejected. 


Lee eee ttn nee aeacip te 


was arrested by Dimona police for stealing dollars 
and Israeli currency. In Magistrate's court in Beersheba on 
December 15, 1977, -he was sentenced to four months imprisonment 
conditional for four years, and fined IL. 500. Expelled from 
the country on January 20, 1978, 


October 10, 1977 


and QM: were arrested by Dimona police and 
accused of obstructing a police officer and threatening him after 
disturbing his wife. In Magistrate's Court in Dimona they were 
given.a three-month sentence conditional for three years and 
fined IL. 1,500. 


April 24, 1978 


Que and WH. swere arrested for stealing. The 
files were closed. A file was opened for in 1973 
for an indecent act. The file was closed for lack of evidence. 
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June 9, 1978 


was arrested by Beersheba polite on suspicion 
of forgery and fraud. He made use of a forged credit card and 
an American passport in thename of . (GMB was 
involved in conspiracy in the murder of a Black Hebrew sect 
Member in 1972, and was sentenced to a six-month prison term. 
In 1974 he was acquited by the Supreme Court.) Was transferred 
for investigation to the Unit for Fraud Investigations in Jaffa. 
Charges against him: theft, obtaining goods fraudulently, 
forgery, personating another person, and illegal residence in 
the country. He was detained until the end of the proceedings. 
His lawyer submitted a request to stay the proceedings, and the 
request was granted after it was learned that he would not he 
able to get an immigration permit to the U.S. if he was involved 
in more than one offense (he had given up his American citizenship) . 
He left the country with his family on June 26, 1978 after 
receiving an immigration permit for the U.S. 


July 15, 1979 


Brothers Qi ond QO, and brothers Wm and 


were arrested by Beersheba police for drunken 
and disorderly conduct. On July 25, 1979, the Sp brothers 
and @GEEig, were sentenced to two months conditional imprison- 
ment for two years and fined IL. 2,000. The fine was paid and 
they were released. QQENNMMB was fined IL. 2,000 in 
Juvenile Court and another IL. 3,000 to bind himself to abstain 
from committing the same offense again. 


The Sie brothers were fined IL. 500 in Eilat Court on 
November 21, 1978 and were asked to bind themselves by recognizance 


to abstain from an offence for two years. 


was arrested in Eilat for assault but was not 
convicted. On October. 21, 1980, he was arrested for disorderly . 
conduct, assaulting police officers, and damaging property. He 
has not yet been tried. 


On September 30, 1980, the QP brothers were arrested in 


Eilat for residing illegally in the country. They have not yet 
been tried. 


July 12, 1980 


arrived in the country with his wife and children. 
They were thought to be Black Hebrews, and when egg was 
questioned, he tried to strengthen his case by producing papers 
from the Washington police and a letter from a private detective 
agency, which authorized him to conduct an investigation in 
Dimona among the Black Hebrews. All this aroused the suspicison 
of a Port of Entry officer who confiscated the passports and 
granted 9% and his family a one-day pass. In response to a 
police order, Q@§MM§M appeared for an additional investigation and 
admitted that the police document and the letter were forged. 


He said the documents were given to him by the cult in Chicago 
at a cost of $1,000. The wife and child were expelled to the 
U.S., where they were detained by the F.B.I. On July 31, 1980, 

‘was sentenced to one month imprisonment and three months 
conditional imprisonment for three years. He was expelled from 
the country on August 12, 1980. 


July 19, 1980 


arrived at Ben-Gurion Airport. During the bagygaye 
check, a gunatity of gold jewelry was found. [In addition, two 
police documents which he presented to the Port of Entry officer 
were found to be absolutely identical to documents which had been 
found in’ possession. @iimmmmclaimed to be a 
professional private detective and a policeman on leave. When 
questioned, he denied any connection with the Black Hebrew cult 
and insisted that his documents were authentic. 


A fingerprint check revealed that QQ prints belonged to 
a2 man named who arrived in Israel in 1976. When 
confronted with this discovery, Qj admitted that he was 

that he belonged to the Black Hebrew cult, that his 
family and children reside in Dimona, and that his. documents 
were forged. Further investigation revealed that 
is no other than , one of the black leaders who 
had been expelled from the country in July 1973 and against 
whom an order had been issued to prevent his entry into the 
country. 


Clarification with the F.B.I. showed that QM had also used 
a passport in the name of QD in frankfurt in February 1980. 


On July 31, 1980, am was sentenced to one month imprisonment 
with six more months suspended, and was fined IL. 20,000. 


He was expelled from the country on Augus~ 12, 1980. He escaped 
from the airport in Athens when the plane made an interim landing. 
The man is wanted by the F.B.I. for fraud and forgery. 


September 19, 1980 


was arrested by the Dimona police for assault. He ; 
was charged and released on bail. Has not yet been tried. aa 


was arrested by Eilat police for disorderly EE 
conduct, assaulting police officers, damaging property, and PB 
residing illegally in the country. It was learned that he had - af 4 
given up his American citizenship in March 1976. 


In Eilat Magistrate's Court on December 7, 1980 he was fined 

IS. 100 and IS. 200 to bind himself to abstain from committing 

an offense for two years (for entering a closed area), and 1S. 200 
to bind himself to abstain from comm fin an offense for two 

years from June 7, 1981 (for illegal residence), and IS. 100 to 
Eilat police for damages he caused. 


ype , 


October 28, 1980 


and QR were arrested under 
suspicion of breaking and entering and theft. They were released 
on bail. Not yet tried. 


November 30, 1980 


QUE wes acvested at Ben-Gurion Airport when he brought 
a vehicle from Arad to release goods from the cargo terminal. 


A document check revealed that his driver's license was not valid, 
and the fact that his insurance policy was forged aroused 
Suspicion. According to the documents in his possession, the 

man was identified as An additional check 


showed that the man's name was not but 
An arrest order was issued for Cato per personating another 


person, use of a vehicle without permission, driving a vehicle 
without a license or insurance, and illegal residence in the 
country (he had arrived in Israel at Haifa port on March 10, 1977 
as a visitor). 


lie was expelled from the country on December 16, 1960. 


toate ee esnmneh enters 


Fol lowing Qa arrest, Qa was also arrested. 
He was charged with illegal residence in the country and 


expelled on December 23, 1980. 
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Involvement in Criminal Activities Outside Israel 
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Israeli Police were asked by the FBI to locate suspected 
law-breakers among the Balck Hebrews who according to certain 
information had flied to Israel. 


In recent months, two of these law-breakers were extradited 
to the U.S. 


According to information recelved from the FBI, the criminal 
acts in which the cult members had been involved were as 
follows: credit card fraud, fraud within banks (by a few cult 
members who had been hired to work in those banks), theft of 
airline tickets, check forgery, smuggling currency, theft via 
the post, falsifying passports, and personation. 


The complainants in the U.S. are: 


In Chicago 


A. Four large banks who suffered losses as a result of the 
criminal activities of Black Hebrews in the amount of 
about $850,000. 


B. Three large airline companies who suffered losses of about 
$l million. (The tickets were used by Black Hebrews for 
domestic and international flights, and were sold within 
the black population of Chicago at half-price.) 


Credit card fraud. 


in Washington, D.C, t 


The FBI is investigating theft from within banks and theft of c 
flight tickets from Dulles International Airport. 


Others who are investigating them include the U.S. Postal Service 


and the Office of Health, Education, and Welfare. 7 
A telegram received by a Bonn police official on January 28, 1980 gh 
indicated that a group of Black Hebrews who stayed at Pilze Hotel at 
in Frankfurt and were paying with forged credit cards committed Be 
a series of other fraudulent offenses. F 
The group included two men on the FBI's Most Wanted List among i a 
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the Black Hebrews. 


When large groups of Black Hebrews began to enter the country, 

it was decided to take necessary steps, at the country's ports 

of entry. But the Black Hebrews found alternative ways to 
infiltrate, based on information they received from their friends 
in the country: 


es One way was re-use of passports by a number of difterent 
people. For example: . who left the cult, 
testified before the police that he hadn't left the country 
Since he first arrived, yet his passport had been used three 
times, (It is known that all passports are collected by the 
cult leaders.) 


2. In March 1975 a new method was discovered whereby the 
Black Hebrews register as tourists and come through well-known 
travel agents. When they arrive in the country, they go to 
hotels, and from there they disappear, showing up afterwards 
among the Black Hebrews in Dimona, Arad, and Mitzpe Rimon. 


In 1976 a group of 28 Black Hebrew adults and children got into 
the country. The group presented itself as pilgrims led by a 
minister. The group was connected with a local travel agency 
which arranged their hotel, itinerary and trips. The group 

had return flight tickets to the U.S. They were moved to a 
hotel in Tel Aviv. By the time the travel agent came the next 
day to being the tour program, the group had disappeared. 


Our information tells us that they joined one of the Black Hebrew 
groups. The Ministry of the Interior issued iexpulsion orders 
at the police's request, but the group has not yet been located. 


35 A similar incident occureed in September 1977. ‘Two Black 
Hebrews from Dimona (QED ani GE) were 
arrested on a charge of aiding tourists to reside in the country 
illegally. The group of tourists in question arrived in the 
country led by two “ministers" in order to be baptised in the 
Jordan. They claimed to belong to a church in the U.S. which 
had paid for their trip and that this was their first visit to 
Israel.. The group aroused the suspicison of the Interior 
Ministry which asked the police to follow the group. After the 
group checked into a hotel, some members of the group were picked 
up at the hotel by two blacks in a vehicle owned by the Black 
Hebrews in Dimona. As mentioned above, the two were arrested 
and the whole group was expelled from the country. 


+ irenngtrite 


4, On August 27, 1977, three blacks arrived in the country, 
presented documents from a well-known Israeli institution outside 
Israel which stated that they had come to work on kibbutzim as 
volunteers. After they entered the country, it became known 

that they belonged to the Black Hebrew cult. They have not 

been located to date. 


oe In August of the same year, th Sola Sola troupe from South 
Africa visited Israel. The troupe was invited to perform in 
Dimona, and two of the group's members stayed there. One of the 
two was located and expelled; the second was only located in 
September 1980 and was then expelled. 


6. In the final months of 1977, another method by which the 
Black Hebrews “volunteered" themselves into the country was 
learned of. Activists in Africa coordinated efforts with Black 
Hebrew leaders in Israel to organize fictitious meetings and 
conferences in Israel. They took care of passports, flight 
tickets, and foreign currency, which were given as a special 
allowance to each person attending theconference. The trip to 
Israel, which was for people participating in "training programs", 
was well~planned in order not to arouse suspicion in the country 
of origin or in Israel. For example, the first such group of 
travelers to Israel consisted of men only, and after they 

became acclimated, their families were sent for. We do not know 
how successful (from the cult's point of view) this method 

has been. 


aes On May 13, 1980, the Q@@Bfamily arrived at Ben-Gurion 
Airport in Israel -- (gp bis wife and daughter. Their 
entry was approved after it was learned that Quick is the son 

of a famous minister in New York, and after pressure was applied 
by a New York deputy mayor and members of Congress via a New York 
police official. 


Quick did leave the country on June l2, 1980, but his “wife", 
and his “daughter”, @p, have still not left 
and it is almost certain that they are in one of the cult centers. 


8. The last method is by means of forged poli ments. 
From the investigations of and } who 
were caught trying to enter with these documents, it was learned 
that a forgery network is operating out of the cult's head- 
quarters in Chicago. For a suitable amount of money, it equips 
people with papers of police officers, detectives, religious 
ministers, diplomats, etc. 
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The problem of the “Black Hebrews,” strictly speaking, concerns illegal aliens and, as such, is a 
domestic issue for the Israeli authorities. That it has gone unresolved for over twelve years reflects 
the bewildering dimensions of the dilemma as well as Israel’s sensitivity to its implications abroad. 


Recently, the Minister of Interior received a full and comprehensive report with concrete recom- 
mendations from a special committee appointed to investigate the matter thoroughly. This com- 
mittee was headed by David Glass, Chairman of the Committee on Law and the Constitution. 


The full Hebrew text of the report, over 100 pages long, is now a matter of record. However, as a 
contribution to the better understanding of the issues involved by interested parties abroad and our 
English-speaking friends in this country, the American Jewish Committee and the American Jewish 
Congress have cooperated in producing this English summary of the Glass Report. 


This summary was carefully prepared and we believe it is faithful to the tone and substance of the 
original document. Its preparation was motivated by our common human rights objectives and 
commitment to inform. 


We hope that this service will lead to a wider appreciation of the problem itself and of the 
recommendations for its resolution. 


THE COMMITTEE FOR THE EXAMINATION OF THE 
PROBLEM OF THE “BLACK HEBREWS” CULT 


Jerusalem, 29 Sivan, 5740 
June 13, 1980 


Dr. Joseph Burg 
Minister of the Interior 
Jerusalem 


Sir, 


On 1 Av, 5738 (August 4, 1978), on the recommendation of the Interior and Environment 
Committee of the Knesset, you appointed the undersigned to serve as a committee to examine the 
problem of the “Black Hebrews” cult. 


We respectfully submit to you herewith the committee’s unanimous report and recommenda- 
tions. 


We regret the delay in the submission of the report for reasons outlined therein. 


We wish to thank the Ministry of the Interior for the assistance given to the committee in its 
Work and express particular thanks to Mrs. Hannah Rotstein, who served as its secretary. 


Respectfully yours, 


David Glass, Chairman 
Aryeh Meir 

Zvi Tsilker 

Ze’ev Katzenellenbogen 


Sonning dB ASE Ane AB 


SM pene 


varthy Sepak st 


Part One 


Part Two 


IX 


Xx 


XI 


CONTENTS 


Preface 
Ideology 


Immigration to Israel and the relationships of the 
“Black Hebrews” with their neighbors 


Structure of the cult 

Living conditions of the cult in Israel 
Observance of the law, and criminal involvement 
“Black Hebrew” propaganda 


The Government’s handling of the problem 


Conclusions 
Alternative solutions to the problem 


Recommendations 


Page 


19 


23 


29 
34 


38 


PART ONE 


Sy as BS eo 


tage 


wae 


SIGE teetgt Pea ee 


I PREFACE 


In pursuance of a recommendation from the Interior and Environment Committee of the Knesset, 
the Minister of Interior, Dr. Joseph Burg, on 1 Av, 5738 (August 4, 1978), appointed a committee 
consisting of Mr. David Glass, M.K. (chairman), and Messrs. Aryeh Meir, Zvi Tsilker and Ze’ev Katz- 
enellenbogen, to examine the problem of the “Black Hebrews’. In accordance with the letter of 
appointment, the committee was requested to examine the problem in its entirety, including: 

a) legal aspects of the group’s stay in Israel, 

b) their living conditions and employment, and 

c) their relationships with their neighbors. 


The committee was asked to submit recommendations to the Minister of the Interior incorporating 
possible solutions with regard to their future and the way they should be handled. 


The committee held several meetings and toured the communities in which the “Black Hebrews” 
live. Its members spoke with representatives of the Ministries of Interior, Foreign Affairs, 
Religious Affairs, and Housing and Construction; the Israel Police; the Jewish Agency; mayors and 
councilmen of the local authorities in Dimona, Arad and Mitzpeh Ramon; prominent citizens and 
office-holders in those communities, local residents, and leaders of the “Black Hebrews’’ cult. They 
also interviewed representatives of the large Jewish organizations in the United States — the American 
Jewish Congress and the American Jewish Committee — and of the “Black Hebrews” in the United 
States. In all, the committee heard opinions and evidence from 55 persons. 


The committee read extensive background material, research studies, surveys, reports, letters, press- 
clippings and other material relevant to the subject. The committee’s thanks are extended to all 
the groups, institutions, and individuals who helped them to discharge their duty. 


Il IDEOLOGY 


The “Black Hebrews” cult has its origins in the identity crisis of the Black population in the United 
States, aggravated since the beginning of this century by their economic plight, social and cultural 
inferiority, and by racial discrimination. 


There are now some 3,000 religious and pseudo-religious cults in the United States, the majority of 
whose members are Blacks from the metropolitan ghettos seeking refuge from the above-mentioned 
problems. 


At the end of World War I, small groups of Blacks appeared in Harlem, New York who called them- 
selves Jews, though none of these sects could point to any historic connection whatever with the 
Jewish people. Moreover, their adherents believed in Jesus. They adopted some Jewish customs and 
celebrated some Jewish festivals, especially Passover. Groups developed in Chicago, Boston, Phila- 
delphia, Washington, and Cincinnati. Apparently, it was in this way that the “Black Hebrews” cult 
arose in Chicago. 


Links with Judaism 


In his book The Heritage Seekers, Israel J. Gerber links the decision of some American Blacks to 
affiliate with Judaism to their search for identity and roots. Regarding the Christian religion’s 
establishment in the United States as “the white man’s church,” they saw in Judaism an ancient 
religion which had provided the civilized world with religious and moral values. Bible stories excited 
their imagination, so that they could easily identify with the people who had made the exodus from 
Egypt, from slavery into freedom. 


The number of American Blacks who identify themselves as Jews is not known. Estimates range 
from 15,000 to 100,000 men and women. 


According to the journal Christianity Today, there are three distinct ideological groups among Black 
Jews: 
a) The group which believes in the return to Israel as an ideal, if remote, target. 
b) The group which regards its adherents as the true Jews, but believes in Jesus as the 
prophet of God. 
c) The group which believes in the immediate return to the Land of Israel, since only 
there can the Messianic vocation be realized. This third group calls itself “Black 
Israelites,”’ “Black Hebrews,” or “The Original Hebrew Israelite Nation,” and is the 
subject of this enquiry. We shall refer to them in this report as the “Black Hebrews.” 


History of the Cult 


The undisputed leader of the cult is Ben-Ami Carter, born in Chicago in 1939, and a bus-driver in 
his youth. In 1960, he says, a heavenly voice informed him that he had been chosen.by Almighty 
God to take his people out of bondage into freedom. He studied Torah with two black. “Rabbis” 
— Levi Israel and Avihu Reuben. The latter ordained him as a “Rabbi” in 1961 and gave him his 
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present Hebrew name. In 1963 Carter became the leader of the group which met for several years 
in Chicago at a place called “Alpha Beta Israel Hebrew Center.” 


The group called itself “Grandchildren of the Prince of Peace” (an allusion to their alleged descent 
from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob), and then merged with another group called “One,” founded in 
Illinois with the declared aim of recognizing the Twelve Tribes of Israel and their history, and restoring 
human dignity to their descendants. Carter’s leadership was accepted by them also and he was called 
“Father,” “Counsellor,” and “Righteous Teacher.” 


Whereas other black groups in Chicago cooperated with the Jewish community and set up the 
“United Leadership Council of Hebrew Israelites” (ULCHI) in 1967, Carter’s group had no contact 
with local Jewish bodies except for various efforts to obtain funds from the Jewish community to 
support cult activities. 


Principles of Faith 


The “Black Hebrews” claim that they are the true Jews, directly descended from the patriarchs and 
the lost Ten Tribes, who for their sins were condemned to be exiled from the Land of Israel and to 
wander into West Africa from where they were kidnapped and sold on the slave markets of America. 


They regard the Jewish people of today as originating from nations whose rulers compelled them to 
convert (e.g. the Khazars), with an admixture of other European people. At times, however, they say 
that the Jews are descended from the Tribe of Judah, as their name would imply. 


After expiating their sins in the “New Babel” (United States), they have been summoned by a pro- 
phetic voice to return to their birthright, the Land of Israel, which they allege was unjustly seized 
by the Jews. At best, they regard the Zionists as “trustees” who should now return the “pledge” 
to its rightful owners. Their goal is to redeem all the Blacks throughout the world from their distress 
and bring them to Israel, inter alia in order to escape “Judgment Day” when America is due to be 
destroyed. 


Carter and his followers argue that in Israel, the vision of the latter days of “‘the Nation” (the name 
they give their cult) will be fulfilled, with Ben-Ami Carter as Messiah and Savior. 


Religious Duties 


They believe only in the Bible commandments and not in the Oral Law, and their ritual is much 


areas by the fundamentalist movements to which most of the ‘Black Hebrews”’ previously 
elonged. 


They fast from Sabbath eve until the end of the Sabbath, and on Sabbaths and festivals they read 
chapters from the Bible, sing hymns, and listen to sermons given by Carter. 


One unconfirmed report indicated that four years ago, in Dimona, they also celebrated the Moslem 
Feast of the Sacrifice. 
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Some of the men and women wear a fringed garment like the tzitzit. They circumcise their sons 
on the eighth day after birth, but do not employ a mobel (ritual circumciser). Polygamy is permitted 
and, according to Carter, a man is allowed by the Torah to have up to seven wives. The status of 
women in the cult is inferior to that of the men. They are not allowed to sit together with the men 
or to address them first. Their main function is to give birth to children and to raise them in the 
spirit of the cult. 


Marriages and divorces are carried out on Carter’s instructions. Divorce is announced in the presence 
of two witnesses without any written get (bill of divorcement). 


Members refrain from eating meat, fish, and various dairy products, and do not smoke or take strong 
drink. Watching TV and films is regarded as profane and a waste of time. 


The Jewishness of the “Black Hebrews” 


The “Black Hebrews” argue that the Law of Return should be applied to them. 


When the first group of six arrived in Israel in the spring of 1969, the Ministry of the Interior asked 
Rabbi Hananya Der’ei to investigate the validity of their claim to be Jews with entitlements under 
the Law of Return. Since their claim proved to be unfounded, conversion to Judaism was suggested 
to them and they agreed to the opening of conversion files in the Rabbinical Courts. However, when 
Carter arrived in March 1970 at the head of a group of 49 adherents of the cult, he rejected the idea 
of conversion completely, arguing that this would imply admission that the “Black Hebrews’’ were 
not in fact Jews. 


The cult’s claims to be descended from the Hebrews were not based on any historic substantiation. 
They relied on a few passages in the Bible in which reference was made to a person’s black skin 
(Numbers 12:1, Amos 8:7, Song of Songs 1:5, Job 30:30). In spite of their alleged Marrano-like 
devotion to Judaism for generations, most of the adult members had been baptized and had belonged 
to various American churches. Interestingly, a letter sent by Carter to Idi Amin in July 1978 out- 
lines the principles of their faith in one God, the “God of Jacob, Moats David, Paul ‘and Jobn the 
Baptist.”” (Italics added.) ; 


In 1972, a group of eight “‘Black Hebrews”’ petitioned the High Court of Israel to order the Minister 
of the Interior and the Israel Police to grant them immigrant visas under the Law of Return, claiming 
that they fell within the definition of “Jew” under that Law. In their affidavit, they claimed that 
the land had been promised to them for eternity, and that they were the true: Jews returning to the 
Promised land ‘‘in which the State of Israel of today is located.” 

The High Court rejected their petition unequivocally, pointing out that they did not meet the criteria 
set forth in the Law, namely, that their mothers were Jewish, or that they were converted to Judaism. 
Moreover, there was an open queens as to whether they did not belong to a ‘teligion other nan 
Judaism. 
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This coanenecee’ conclusions coincide completely with the findings of the High Court. No abdenth 
historical research is required to show that the “Black Hebrews” never had any connection or af- 
filiation with the Jewish people, and that: ‘theit “religious revival” dates back, at ‘most, to the last 
few decades. ' ee 


III IMMIGRATION TO ISRAEL AND THE RELATIONSHIPS OF THE “BLACK HEBREWS” 
WITH THEIR NEIGHBORS 
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Migration to Liberia 
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In July 1967, groups of cult members began to leave the United States for Liberia and by November 
of that year, they numbered 160. The Liberian authorities had no idea, when they arrived, of the 
cult’s aims and plans. Their efforts to make a living from farming failed, and although some of them 
returned to the United States, they numbered 137 souls in Liberia at the beginning of 1968. 
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Finally, Ben-Ami Carter decided, in consultation with Charles Blackwell, one of the cult’s leaders, 
to visit Israel as tourists in early 1968. They would examine local conditions, having in mind the 
transfer of the ‘Black Hebrews” from Liberia to Israel. Carter returned to Liberia, but Blackwell 
studied Hebrew at the religious kibbutz Ein Tsurim for a while, then worked as a volunteer in Kibbutz 
Ma’abarot for a year and a half. He sent back to the community in Liberia regular and enthusiastic 
reports on life in Israel. 
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“Aliyah”’ to Israel 


Guided by Blackwell, two families of “Black Hebrews” (five persons) came to Israel in August 1969, 
applied to the Ministry of Absorption, and were directed to Arad, where they settled together with 
Blackwell, receiving apartments, and finding various jobs. 
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Then, on December 21, 1969, a further group of 39, mainly women and children, arrived at Lod 
Airport. Blackwell asked that visas as olim be issued them. After some deliberation, it was decided 
to grant them three-month tourist visas and a processing card such as is given to Jewish olim, to give 
them work -permits, and to make apartments available to them in Dimona and Arad. 


Another group of 49 “Black Hebrews,” among them Carter, arrived in a third wave on March 6, 1970. 
On humanitarian grounds, the authorities finally decided to allow them into Israel for reunion, as they 
claimed, with their families. They were given tourist visas, but no help in absorption, and this led 


to the first signs of tension between them and their Jewish neighbors, especially because of their 
crowded housing conditions. 


A further group consisting of 11 families arrived in 1971 and was, absorbed without difficulty in 
Mitzpeh Ramon, on the initiative of the Ministry of Housing. By October 1971, there were approxi- 
mately 300 “Black Hebrews” living in Dimona, Arad, and Mitzpeh Ramon. 
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When another group of 48 people reached Israel on October 8, 1971, they were refused admittance, 
and returned to the United States. The leaders of the sect reacted by accusing the Israel Government 
of practicing a policy of racial discrimination. At a press conference, Carter, for the first time, de- 


scribed their ideological claim to ownership of the State and their intention to assume control over 
it “if necessary by force.” 


From 1970 to 1973 many members of the cult applied to the Ministry of the Interior for extension 
of their residence permits, but this was refused. They continued to reside in Israel. Moreover, through 


the constant infiltration of new individuals and groups into Israel, and their large natural increase, 
their numbers constantly grew. 


There are no exact figures as to how many “Black Hebrews” currently live in Israel, because their 
womenfolk give birth at home, not in hospitals, and also because of uncontrolled additions of new 
adherents to the cult. A cautious estimate gives the number of “Black Hebrews” in Israel as between 
1,200 and 1,400. Of these about 800 live in Dimona, where they are concentrated in Shechunat 
Ha-Nitzahon; about 200 in Elazar Ben Yair Street, in Arad; and about 200 in Mitzpeh Ramon. There 
are also a few families in Beersheba, Elat, Petah Tikvah, and Silwan (East Jerusalem). 


Relations with their Neighbors 


Current relationships are characterized by hostility, animosity, and mutual suspicion, in contrast 
to the friendship with which the first groups were welcomed in Dimona and Arad. The local residents 
then regarded them as dark-skinned Jews — some thought they were Falasha Jews. This idyllic situ- 
ation, however, lasted only until Carter, soon after his arrival in Israel, frustrated attempts made 
by the Israel authorities to solve the question of the cult’s ‘‘Jewishness” by legal conversion to Ju- 
daism. The group’s refusal to be converted meant that they were denied recognition as citizens of 


Israel under the Law of Return. 


There were two direct consequences: the Israel authorities decided not to allow the entry of any 
more “Black Hebrews” into the country; and the cult’s leaders launched an anti-Israel propaganda 
campaign designed “to bring the Government of Israel to its knees” through public opinion pressures 
in Israel and abroad. In fact, the tactic achieved the very reverse. Many citizens of Israel became aware 
of the danger of a closed, secret cult whose members saw themselves as the true owners of the Land 
of Israel, and which aimed at expelling the “white” Jewish inhabitants in due course to their lands 
of origin (e.g. Germany, Morocco, Poland, etc.) in order to make way for “the sons of the black 
nation.” 


However, infiltration of individuals and groups continued. Hundreds of new arrivals without legal 
permission to remain nonetheless joined the earlier groups, adding considerably to the housing con- 
gestion and to the volume of complaints made by Jewish neighbors about constant noise, blocked 
sewers, and insufferable sanitary conditions. 


Tension began to escalate into violence when, on one occasion, ten female members of the sect filled 
their baskets with goods at the local supermarket and then refused to pay for what they had bought. 
Their menfolk outside had invited American TV networks to film the scene, and the police barely 
managed to avoid a violent incident. Ben-Ami Carter hastened to accuse the Israel authorities of 
“racism towards starving people.” His remarks and the film were featured in the United States, and the 
Egyptian Socialist Party announced at the Rome Conference that the Egyptian Government was 
ready to take in all the “Black Hebrews” who would be expelled from Israel. 


A series of efforts made by the cult to squat illegally near Kibbutz Bet Kama, in Jericho, and in 
Dimona, only served to exacerbate feelings of animosity towards them. 


In 1971, at a crowded meeting in the Dimona cinema, Rabbi Meir Kahana, head of the Jewish Defense 
League, called for the immediate expulsion of the ‘‘Black Hebrews” on the grounds of their being a 
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group of “racialist anti-Semites.” It was reported that as many as 300 Dimona residents joined Rabbi 
Kahana’s league after this meeting. 


Following protests from the leading citizens of Dimona, the Minister of the Interior promised, in 
September 1971, that a decision with regard to the future of the “Black Hebrews” would be taken 
“within a week or ten days.” In 1973, after the High Court had requested the Government to con- 
sider favorably the request of the “Black Hebrews” to remain in Israel, the militancy of the cult’s 
leaders gave way to an information campaign directed at public opinion in Israel and the United 
States. An appeal was made to the members to maintain orderly relations with their neighbors. 


During and after the Yom Kippur War, the cult made an effort to display solidarity with the State 
of Israel and the IDF. Their troupe of ‘“‘soul-music” singers visited army units and was given an enthu- 
siastic welcome. However, tensions soon re-appeared and many neighbors of the “Black Hebrews” 
began to sell their apartments, at much below the market price, in order to move elsewhere. 


To our regret, we read in a letter dated October 21, 1976 from the Shechunat Ha-Nitzahon (Dimona) 
Committee, that relationships between the “Black Hebrews” and their Jewish neighbors had deteri- 
orated so that “instead of neighborly and brotherly relationships, there is alienation, animosity, lack 
of faith, fear, and lack of dialogue.” 


IV STRUCTURE OF THE CULT 


The “Black Hebrews” cult is formally led by 12 “Princes” (that having been the number of the tribes 
of Israel). In practice, the leadership is composed of the following ten persons: 

President Ben-Ami Carter (formerly Ben Carter) 

Vice-president Shalik (Shaliah) Ben-Yehudah (formerly Louis Joe Bryant) 
Vice-president Bechuriah Ben-Israel (formerly Travis Moore) 
Vice-president Elijah Ben-Israel (formerly Ronald Ross) 

Gabriel Ben-Israel (formerly William Butler) 

Seymour Ben-Israel (formerly I. Inchos) 

Hezekiah Ben-Israel (formerly Charles Blackwell) 

“Little” Gabriel (formerly Gordon Darwin) 

Absalom Ben-Israel (formerly Roosevelt Poynter) 

Amram Ben-Israel (original name not known). 
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(Note: All the members of the cult assumed Hebrew names because they regarded their previous 
names as a ‘“‘mark of Cain” given them when they were enslaved by their white masters.) 


The two large concentrations of the sect — apart from the Dimona community led by Carter — have 
local leaders: Charles Blackwell in Arad, and William Butler (Gabriel Ben Israel) in Mitzpeh Ramon. 
(The latter is known as “Big” Gabriel, as contrasted with “Little”? Gabriel, also one of the leaders 
of the cult.) 


The Council of Princes also includes ministers of various portfolios on behalf of “‘The Nation”: e.g., 
Prime Minister; Minister for Foreign Affairs Shalik Ben-Yehudah, who is regarded as No. 2 in the 
hierarchy after Carter; a Minister of Defense who is in charge of internal security; a Minister of Justice 
who is responsible for the cult’s internal judiciary; a Minister of Education (a woman) who directs 
the schools for the cult’s children; and a Minister of Finance who is responsible for financial adminis- 
tration. 


Carter — Absolute Ruler 


It is an error to imagine that the cult is governed collectively by the Council of Princes, though this 
may appear to be so at first sight. Ben-Ami Carter is the all-powerful leader who decides everything, 
big and small matters alike. His flock call him “Ben-Ami Israel,” “Prince of Princes,” “Father,” 
“Our Master.” They bow down before him when they pass, and every word he utters is holy for the 
members of the cult. He establishes the internal laws of the cult and serves as supreme arbiter of 
disputes. He also decides who shall marry whom, and conducts marriages and divorce proceedings 
for the members of his community. 


All contacts with outside bodies are made by Carter himself. Only rarely does he permit one of the 
other Princes to be interviewed by the media. 


This was made clear to the committee when it visited Mitzpeh Ramon and Arad, and met with leaders 
of the cult in Dimona and Jerusalem. When the committee toured Mitzpeh Ramon and sought to 
visit apartments occupied by members of the cult, the “Black Hebrews’’ refused to allow this on the 


ground that without explicit approval from the “President” (Carter), it was forbidden for them to 
have any contact whatsoever with “strangers.” Nor did they answer questions put by members of this 
committee. In Arad, too, the committee paid a surprise visit to the homes of the “Black Hebrews,” 
where they met with definite non-cooperation. In neither case did the presence of the heads of the 
local council, persons well-known to the members of the cult, persuade them to open their homes 


to the committee members or to engage in conversation. 


When the committee held meetings in Dimona and Jerusalem with leaders of the cult, their sole 
spokesman was Ben-Ami Carter. Moreover, even when committee members asked questions directly 
of members of the cult’s leadership, they were always referred back to Carter. 


Internal Discipline 


Discipline within the cult is very strict, and when disputes arise, they are brought for adjudication 
to an internal court, never to the legal authorities of the State of Israel. The Israel Police claims that 
members who violate the laws of the cult are subject to sentences which include corporal punishment, 
confiscation of passports, and excommunication from the cult. The police are convinced that many 
of the women who were persuaded to emigrate to Israel are held here against their will, and all efforts 
on the part of their relatives in the United States to establish contact with them end in failure. 


In a series of articles in the Jerusalem Post (January 1979) on the “Black Hebrews,” rumors are cited 
regarding mysterious disappearances of men and women members, imprisonment of ‘‘offenders,” 
beatings, child abuse, and confiscation of passports. The newspaper relies particularly on evidence 
given by one “M” who broke away from the cult. According to him, men have been beaten for refus- 
ing to go to work or for being lazy. Another punishment was to send people to wander for forty days 
in the wilderness. A Dimona housewife who lives close to the cult told the correspondent that a 
number of people had suddenly disappeared, and that she had seen bodies being carried out of the 
houses in the dead of night. She stated that another form of punishment employed by the cult’s 
leaders was to shave the heads of men, women, and children who violated the laws of the community. 
Other neighbors, stated the newspaper, tell of widespread child-beating. Children, even toddlers, 
who accept sweets from strangers are cruelly beaten. 


In testimony before the committee, the Jewish neighbors of the “Black Hebrews” did not make any 
complaints of this kind; thus the Committee is unable to decide if there is any truth in the above- 
mentioned accusations. 


It would appear that the accusations regarding cruel punishments are exaggerated if not entirely 
unsubstantiated. A member of the Israel Police who lives close to the apartments occupied by the 
“Black Hebrews” in Dimona, and who is better informed than most about what goes on within the 
cult, denied in his evidence béfore the committee that a severe penal system, including physical 
sanctions, existed. 


The committee had a lengthy conversation in the Neveh Tirza Women’s Prison with one of the cult’s 
women, prior to her deportation to the United States following a theft ‘she committed in the Arad 
supermarket. The woman, who was very intelligent, replied very frankly to the questions put by the 
committee members, and impressed them with the truth of her statements. This woman had been 
excommunicated from the cult because of her criminal conviction, a fact which reinforced her credi- 
bility. She absolutely denied reports of the use of corporal punishment, stating that the punishments 
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inflicted were of a moral and social character. According to her, the discipline prevailing in the cult 
was the result of strong, inner faith in the justice of the community and blind trust in Carter, its 
leader. She said that the rigid social framework, and the desire of every member to prove himself 
within the community, were the main deterrents to violations of State law or of the ordinances 
of the community itself. (When we asked: “Then why did you steal an avocado? ”’, she answered: 
“T was very hungry.”’) 


As far as punishment of minors is concerned, the committee had before it a report from a social 
worker regarding a ten-year-old boy who had run away from Dimona after a quarrel with his parents. 
The enquiry showed that there was no more physical punishment of children in the cult than is 
customary in parent-child relationships in the society at large. 


Because of their desire to keep a low profile and not to give the authorities an excuse to deport them 
| from Israel, the leaders of the cult are in the habit of expelling members who have clashed with the 
law. There were also cases in which a few men and women had left the cult of their own free will. 
Their exact number is not known, but does not appear to be large, particularly in view of the difficult 
conditions in which the “Black Hebrews’”’ find themselves. 


The committee was unable to determine whether individuals are held within the cult against their 
express will. Neither the police nor neighbors who made such claims produced any evidence to sub- 
stantiate this. 


In summarizing this section, it should be pointed out that the committee, in the course of its deli- 
berations, met hundreds of “Black Hebrew” men, women, and children. The general impression was 
of healthy people who are happy with their lot. As far as one can judge, one could say that rumors 
about abuse and a regime of threats are apparently unfounded. At any rate, not a single shred of 
concrete evidence was brought before us which would contradict this conclusion. 


In this connection, it must be added that after these lines were written, the committee chairman, 
who was visiting the United States, received information from a man who had left the cult and re- 
turned to the U.S. The man, who insisted on anonymity for fear of reprisals against him, said that 
“the members of the cult are under the absolute rule of Ben-Ami Carter, imposed by virtue of his 
personality and a regime of fear and terror. ... many members of the cult would like to return to the 
United States, but are afraid to do so because of the regime of terror imposed by Carter.” | 


CRG RRER EE AIAE SEA caliente tele lanl, Sa ayy wed 


Regarding the aims of the leadership, the man stated (and this is also recorded in writing): 
The “Black Hebrews” are organized like the Georgetown sect and even worse. Whereas the 
Georgetown people did not want to harm the state in which they lived, the “Black Hebrews” | 
organize themselves as a self-contained “state” which does not recognize the State of Israel. | 
The short - and long- term plan of the cult’s leadership is to establish themselves, bring thou- 
sands of Blacks into Israel, and then implement their sovereignty by carrying out many evil | 
deeds which are likely to cause injury to Israel, its character and independence. .. . the aim is : 
to bring more and more of their people to Israel, to create facts, and to establish a strong po- 
tential for carrying out their purposes. Most of the members of the cult are, it is true, motivated 
by pure religious feelings, but some of the leaders are corrupt and, after indoctrinating their 
followers, persuade them to carry out thefts, embezzlements, and smuggling operations in order 
to remit funds or the equivalent thereof to the leaders and the “Black Hebrews” in Israel, and to 
step up their migration to Israel.* 


* This is a translation of the Hebrew text of the committee’s report. 
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“Black Hebrews” as a Cult 


We describe the “Black Hebrews” as a “cult.” The New York Times, in January 1979 (as reported 
in the Jerusalem Post), lists a number of characteristics common to the three hundred cults which 
now exist in the United States: 


1. At the head of the cult stands a charismatic leader who claims to have new revelations from 
on-high. His words are holy, and those who do not follow him are regarded as heretics. 

2. The leader creates a new framework, often a ‘“‘ccommune,” in which the members of the cult 
live together, often adopting new names and cutting themselves off completely from their 
“original” families. 

3. The leader establishes the laws of the cult, although he may not always observe them himself. 

4. The cult develops an apocalyptic weltanschauung, in accordance with which accepted moral 


laws are eliminated upon the order of the leader. 
5. The leader uses sophisticated methods to supervise his flock. Whereas the members of the cult 


itself see them as the means to achieve a religious regime, an outside observer would define 
them as brain-washing. 


Without doubt, this definition applies in general terms to the “Black Hebrews” in Israel, and must be 
taken into account in any discussion of the problem and of suggested methods for solving it. To judge 
this phenomenon by norms which are accepted in other social groups would be misleading. Tragic 
proof of this was given to the world in November 1978, when more than 800 members of the 
“People’s Temple” cult in Guyana carried out a ceremonial mass suicide on the order of their leader. 
The lesson to be learned from that tragedy is that special methods must be adopted to handle these 
various cults. A balance must be sought between protection of the interests of society as a whole 
against these deviant groups, and tolerance of them within the norms of law. Any extreme approach, 
one way or the other, is likely to miss the target and even cause a disaster. This, too, was a consider- 
ation weighed by the committee. 


V LIVING CONDITIONS OF THE CULT IN ISRAEL 


Housing 


At present, the cult’s housing conditions in Dimona, Arad, and Mitzpeh Ramon are intolerably 
congested. Twenty or more “Black Hebrews’’ live in a single apartment of 64 square meters or even 
42 square meters. On the average, there are at least ten persons to a single room. The population 
density in the homes of the ‘Black Hebrews” in Shechunat Ha-Nitzahon in Dimona is at least five 


times higher than the local average. 


These sub-standard housing conditions — unparalleled either in Israel or in slum areas abroad — 
constitute, in the view of this committee, the prime cause of tension between the members of the 
cult and their Jewish neighbors. True, this problem was largely created by the nature of the cult, 
but the national and local authorities cannot be exempted from responsibility for these conditions 
which have no place in an orderly society. 


Jewish neighbors of the “Black Hebrews” have for some years now voiced severe complaints about 
this housing congestion, which results in the blocking-up of sewers, overflowing garbage cans, excess 
noise, etc., and a general lowering of the quality of life. 


As a result of these conditions, many Jewish families left the district, apartment prices slumped, 
and even then there was no demand for empty apartments in the neighborhood of “Black Hebrew” 
apartments. 


Health Conditions 


From the time of their arrival in the country, the “Black Hebrews” were offered all the medical and 
public health facilities that are available to the general population of Israel. They declined to make 
use of them, arguing that they had trained doctors and nurses within the cult to attend to their 
medical needs. A year ago, however, they were accepted as members of the General Federation of 
Labor (Histadrut), with entitlement to Kupat Holim (sick fund) services. They use these only on 
rare occasions. 


Local nurses have not succeeded in persuading the “‘Black Hebrews” to bring their babies for care 
at the local Mother and Child Health Stations. Their own midwives deliver the “Black Hebrew” 
women at home; births often take place in the shelters below their homes the labor pains being ac- 
companied by beating of African drums. Their births are not registered in the Ministry of the Interior, 
nor is the exact number of deaths among them known. There are thirty graves in the cemetery 
allotted to “Black Hebrews” by the local authority, but the District Health Office in Beersheba has | 
only issued three death certificates. 


Although their homes are kept scrupulously clean, the Ministry of Health has frequently warned 


that the terrible congestion in which they live is likely to lead to serious health problems, epidemics, 
etc. 
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Education 


The “Black Hebrews” maintain an independent “Kingdom School” in Dimona, which also serves their 
children from Arad and Mitzpeh Ramon. It is housed in various rooms in their quarter and in one 
of the shelters, in congested conditions. 


Mr. Amitai Meir, regional community work coordinator for the Histadrut, reported after a visit to 
the school in 1976 that the children study Hebrew and arithmetic as well as abstract subjects which 
have the character of ethical-religious spiritualism, based largely on the Bible according to the cult’s 
interpretation. The teachers, all members of the cult, state that they are graduates of American col- 
leges. In a room no more than twelve square meters in size, as many as twelve children were studying. 
Another room served fifteen boys and girls, ages 10-13. In a shelter (area: twenty square meters), 
twenty -five teen-agers (14-18) of both sexes were studying. 


Mr. Meir was impressed with the discipline of the children in the classrooms, the quiet which prevailed, 
their clean if simple dress, and their attitude of respect for adults. 


Their school system is not under inspection as required by the laws of Israel, this being an outcome 
of their undefined legal status within the State of Israel. 


Ben-Ami Carter told the committee that they would be prepared to send their children to govern- 
ment schools and kindergartens if the latter were ready to accept them. 


Employment and Sources of Income 


The “Black Hebrews” derive their income from a) their own work and b) donations from abroad. 
All the members of the cult are resident illegally in Israel, and since they do not have work permits 
they are not registered at the local labor exchange. Thus, firms which employ them do so ona tem- 
porary basis, often for inferior wages and in violation of the law. Many of the men are employed 
by private contractors as unskilled laborers in the Dead Sea region, Dimona, and the Arava. In Mitzpeh 
Ramon, the local council employs some of them in maintenance and gardening jobs. An important 
source of income is their “Soul Music” Troupe, headed by Charles Blackwell and comprising thirty 
male and female singers. In Dimona they maintain jewelry and leather workshops and a shop which 
sells natural foods. 


Nevertheless, the committee is of the view that the bulk of their income derives from contributions 
from abroad, especially from American Blacks who sympathize with the plight of the “Black He- 
brews” in Israel, as publicized. 


There is also evidence that, on joining the cult, the members transfer all their financial resources 
to its leaders (perhaps not always in legal ways). All their income is transferred to a central fund 
controlled by the “Minister of Finance,” and is distributed to the various families according to need. 
All their needs, including food, are subsidized from this communal fund. 
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VI OBSERVANCE OF THE LAW, AND CRIMINAL INVOLVEMENT 


The committee paid special attention to the question of observance of the law by the cult members. 


One aspect of this problem concerns violations of the law deriving from their “illegal residence” 
in Israel; this relates to population registration regulations, education, employment, health, etc. 
One must add to these their illegal efforts to secure unauthorized entry into the country. A second 
aspect of the problem concerns the degree of “ordinary” criminality among members of the cult. 
A letter of complaint addressed to the Prime Minister on September 10, 1978 by residents of Arad, 
stated: “The ‘Black Hebrews’ are not descendants of the Falashas, but consist of American and 
Ethiopian criminals.” 


A petition lodged by house committees in Shechunat Ha-Nitzahon, Dimona, stresses that “since their 
arrival in the country, there have been many clashes between the ‘Black Hebrews’ and the law, and 
many complaints lodged against them, inter alia, for cases of manslaughter, assault of policemen, 
thefts, illegal assembly, fraud, disturbance of the peace, noise, impersonation, issuing a false docu- 
ment, obtaining goods by fraud, forgery, etc.” 


These statements, largely copied from the report of the Special Duties Department of the Investi- 
gations Division of the Israel Police (January 1978), would seem to be a distortion and exaggeration 
of the facts. In all, from their arrival in 1969 until mid-1973, 18 complaints were lodged against 
“Black Hebrews,” including one single case of the killing of a member of the cult by other members, 
apparently because of an internal quarrel. 


From mid-1973 to date, the position has been as follows, according to the above-mentioned police 
report: 
Following upon the arrest and deportation of some of the members, their leaders imposed 
stricter discipline with a view to their not giving the authorities an excuse for deporting them. 
This led to a dramatic decline in the number of criminal acts. In every case of a criminal offense, 
the leaders actually offer their cooperation to the police against the offender, in order to avoid 
harassment of the cult as a whole. 
In all, five cases involving “Black Hebrews” in crimes were recorded in recent years, none of them 
especially serious. It should be borne in mind that conviction of a “Black Hebew” leads either to 
deportation from Israel by the authorities, or to automatic excommunication by the leadership of 
the cult. A senior police officer from the Southern District testified to the committee that the crime 
rate among the “Black Hebews”’ is lower than among the Jews. 


A difficult problem which is related to both crime and national security arises from the fact that 
the members of the cult do not hold identity cards as do Israeli citizens. Nor do they carry passports 
with them. Some were destroyed, and others were apparently given for safekeeping to the leaders 
of the cult. The heads of the cult issued their own “identity cards” in 1975 with photographs at - 
tached. These “Temporary Identity Cards” state that: “The bearer of this certificate... .has no 
permanent identity card because status of the group of Israeli Hebrews has not yet been determined 
officially in Israel.”” The police suspect that some of the “Black Hebrews” change their identity as 
needed. The lack of registration and formal identification may enable criminal offenders to succeed 
in evading the arm of the law, and even to disappear entirely. More than a year ago, the police filed 
thirty prosecutions in the Beersheba Court against “Black Hebrews” for not carrying identity cards, 
and for illegal residence in Israel. Thé intention was to use these as a test case for the entire cult. 
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These cases are still pending, because the authorities came to the conclusion that the subject requires 
. i 5 : , 
solution at the public level, and is connected with broader issues involving the “Black Hebrews. 


The police also considered the possibility of finger-printing “Black Hebrews”’ on entry to Israel. 
This idea was dropped when it was found that legally, this cannot be requested of a person entering 
Israel as long as he has not been arrested on some criminal charge. Moreover, any new regulation of 
this kind would have to be made applicable to all those entering Israel, without distinction. 


The Security Problem 


Are the “Black Hebrews” a security risk? Their Jewish neighbors say, “Yes.” According to them, 
and this is confirmed by the above-mentioned police report, members of the cult and especially the 
women, train with sticks in karate and ju-jitsu exercises. Their leaders claim that the long staffs 
carried by many of the men are “the staffs of wandering’’ which symbolize their journeys until they 
reached the Promised Land. There are also unsubstantiated rumors that the cult possesses fire-arms. 
According to the police, the men maintain a tight patrolling system at night and whenever a police 
car is summoned to their area, an unusual level of alertness is discerned amongst them. 


The Jewish residents fear the “Black Hebrews’ hostility towards the State, and the danger of their 
cooperating with the enemy in time of emergency. A local resident told the committee that a member 
of the cult “had said to him that a day will come which will be worse than the Yom Kippur War, 
and then they will take over Dimona.”’ Other local people said they were worried that in an em- 
ergency, when the Jewish men are called up, their women and children would be left behind at the 
mercy of an alienated and hostile group. 


In their memorandum to the Prime Minister, the Arad residents wrote: 
Above everything else, we are worried by the fact that the members of the cult live their lives 
as a state-within-a-state, without any reference or obedience to the laws of the State of Israel. 
Their men undergo a kind of military training; for what purpose? ..... The members of the 
cult and their leaders declare that they are the legal owners of the Land and will do every- 
thing to concretize those rights. Is this the purpose of the “military” training which arouses 
the anxiety of the local residents? 


The cult leaders deny vigorously the allegation that they have any hostile intentions whatever vis-a-vis 
Israel and its citizens. According to Ben-Ami Carter, they regard themselves as Israelis for all intents 
and purposes, and are acting kindly toward the State in return for the unkindness meted out to 
ea He said that during the Yom Kippur War they volunteered for many duties, and still continue 
to do so. 


Carter has many letters from Army units expressing thanks for the entertainment performances given 
by the “Black Hebrew” song-troupe for soldiers during and after the war, as well as other letters 
about sports events, and school visits to the cult’s residences in Dimona. 


In another section, we shall discuss the contacts maintained by the cult with elements abroad, in- 


cluding some which are unfriendly, to say the least, to Israel. To date, no contact has been discovered 
with any hostile group, for the purpose of actively injuring the State of Israel in any way. However, 
the very existence of a closed, mystic cult, with a strong motivation and an ideology based on the 
assumption that the “Black Hebrews” are the true masters of the Land, obliges the authorities to 


maintain a security alert regarding the activites of the cult. 
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Criminal Activity in the United States 


Whereas the criminal activities of the cult members in Israel are of a limited nature, as has been stated, 
there is considerable suspicion regarding the criminal activity of persons who belong to the “Black 
Hebrew” cult in the United States. According to certain evidence, these individuals have reached 
Israel and have found refuge in the concentrations of the cult here. 


In 1973, the Israeli Consulate in Chicago issued a warning that, according to well-informed sources, 
some persons ‘“‘wanted” on criminal charges had succeeded in infiltrating into Israel, and that in the 
Black communities in the United States, Dimona and Arad had become known as “cities of refuge” 
where one could escape from the arm of the law, creditors, or relatives. There, so it was said, one 
could turn over a new leaf by changing one’s name and adopting a new identity. 


In April 1977, the Chicago Tribune carried a series of articles which attracted wide attention in the 
American media, on investigations carried out in the city by the FBI, the Chicago police, and the 
Federal Treasury and Postal Departments, with regard to the defrauding of banks, supermarkets, and 
others of sums ranging from six to ten million dollars, between 1975 and 1977. The investigation 
concentrated on a community residing in South Chicago — so the reports stated — and calling itself 
“Black Hebrews.” According to. the FBI, the Community numbered some 500 souls, including fifty 
persons suspected of criminal offenses. The newspaper stated that eight to ten city banks had been 
harmed by fraudulent acts such as issuing checks without cover. Large food and diamond shops 
had suffered from the use of stolen credit cards. The group was in the habit of infiltrating its members 
into “promising” places of work, where they could engage in stealing checks, credit cards, and other 
documents. 


One of the leaders of the group, Bernard Bradley, tried to enter Israel, but was caught and sent back 
to the United States. He was arrested by the American authorities and charged with theft, holding 
stolen goods, forging checks, and travelling to another country in order to escape trial. In another case, 
five members of the group were identified when they were automatically photographed as they pre- 
sented checks in a jewelry shop. When the Police tried to locate and arrest them, it transpired that 
they had left for Israel. Several Chicago travel agents complained to the police that round-trip trickets 
to Israel had been bought from them with stolen credit cards. 


According to the Chicago Tribune, the leaders of the group encourage their members to adopt 
methods of this kind in order to achieve the exalted aim of helping the lost tribes of Israel now re- 
turning to their homeland. According to the investigating journalists, parents were at first happy that 
their children were engaged in some kind of social activity within the framework of the group instead 
of loitering in the streets, but they often found themselves the victims of their own children. One 
father said that his daughter had stolen $3,000 from him before she left for Israel. A woman related 
that her sister had stolen $45,000 from the bank in which she worked, before escaping to Israel. 
Another man said that one day he found that all his cash, credit cards and checks had disappeared. 
It turned out that his 18-year-old daughter had bought goods to the value of $8,000 with his credit 
cards, cashed checks for $3,000, and inter alia bought tickets to Israel for herself and another five 
members of the group. 


According to police, there were dozens of similar cases between 1975 and 1977, with the damage 
caused by fraud and thefts amounting to six to ten million dollars. In the opinion of the police, 
most of the suspects are now in Israel. 


The committee received evidence showing that not only have these activities not ceased, they have 
even increased during the last year. The “Black Hebrews” in the United States are under the constant 
surveillance of the FBI but, surprisingly enough, none of the suspects appears to have been brought 
to trial so far. 


It is the committee’s view that the Israel Police, in cooperation with the law-enforcement authorities 
of the United States, should make every effort to trace the offenders who have fled to Israel, and 
extradite them to their country of origin. 


At the same time, there is ground for believing that the American authorities are in no hurry to take 
steps to bring these criminal elements back to their country and, post factum, they are satisfied that 
the burden of this problem has been removed from them. 
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Vil “BLACK HEBREW” PROPAGANDA 


The information and propaganda activities of the cult abroad have been very intensive during the last 
ten years. They are concentrated in two areas: 
1. The dissemination of the principles of the cult among Blacks, especially in the United 
States and on the African continent. 
2.An anti-Israel and occasionally anti-Jewish propaganda campaign, which began in 
1971 and died down in mid-1978, as will be explained later. 


Information Program 


Material on the cult’s beliefs has been circulated from the two main centers in Dimona and Chicago 
to Black communities throughout the world, especially in the United States and in Africa. Pamphlets 
and proclamations describe the tenets of the cult, and invite readers to join their ranks. It is worth 
stressing that the reputation of the cult has spread widely among the American Blacks. Although 
few join it, there is an awareness of, and even identification with, the “sufferings” of the cult in 
Israel on the part of many Blacks, especially persons in leadership positions. 


The main center of activity in Chicago is the one to which potential emigrants to Israel are directed. 
There they are given financial aid to help them reach Israel in any way possible. According to reports, 
an extensive information program is also carried out in a number of African countries. Thomas Glover, 
one of the outstanding leaders of the cult who was expelled from Israel in July 1973, set up a “Black 
Hebrew” center in Ghana, established close contacts with leaders of that country, and spread the word 
of his cult with the aid of local educational and religious institutions. 


The activities of the cult also spread to Liberia, Ethiopia, Mali, Togo, Nigeria, and South Africa. 
In Togo, for example, a plot of land was acquired by one of the churches for a “Black Hebrew” 
center and mission. Such centers, beyond serving instructional purposes, provide meeting-places for 
potential emigrants to Israel, whose desire to emigrate derives from the economic crisis in their coun- 
tries no less than from their devotion to the principles of the cult. According to a police report 
in 1978 the cult also extended its activity to Greece. There, their representatives contact Blacks who 
have reached Greece from the United States and African countries, and attempt to persuade them 
to go and live in Israel. 


Anti-Israel Propaganda 


Anti-Israel propaganda activity began to appear in 1970 and became more intensive the following year. 
After the waves of enthusiasm regarding the arrival of the first “Black Hebrews” in Israel had sub- 
sided, the Israeli authorities became aware of the danger involved in the migration of hundreds and 
thousands of members of the cult to Israel. The gates of Israel were closed to them, housing and work 
opportunities were limited, and tensions and hostility escalated between the ‘Black Hebrews” and 
their Jewish neighbors. 


The leadership of the cult — in particular Ben-Ami Carter and Shalik Ben-Yehudah — opened up a 
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propaganda offensive against the State and its authorities. This propaganda was diversified. It reached 
out to the media (especially the Black press), to conferences organized by the cult in the United 
States, and to various public bodies abroad, including groups hostile to Israel. 


Herewith are some samples of the hate-propaganda which appeared in the media, underground papers, 
and posters in the matter of the “Black Hebrews”. 


Interviewed in the Baltimore Sun (November 6, 1971), Ben-Ami Carter warned that “Maybe 
2,000,000, maybe many more, will come from the United States in order to rescue the Land of Israel 
from its Jewish inhabitants, because God ordered me to take control of the State of Israel.” (Later, 
in an interview in Yediot Abaronot, December 31, 1971, Carter denied that he had ever declared that 
the “Black Hebrews” would drive the Jews out of Israel. At the same time, he argued that the Govern- 
ment of Israel would not last long because it was not a true government.) 


In the cult’s journal, Sunday Sun-Times (September 25, 1977), Jewish residents of Chicago are 
accused of money-grabbing and of exploiting the Christian population. 


In one of the clippings, it is stated: “Money is the God of the sinful, white Jewish dogs.” 
A picture of the Prime Minister of Israel is captioned: “Menahem Begin — the spirit of Hitler.” 


In an underground, Black paper in San Francisco (September 1977), an A.P. report is quoted to the 
effect that a group of Blacks who had reached Israel faced expulsion because they had come in the 
guise of pilgrims. The writer continues: 
The Jews carry out the very kind of abominable deeds which they claim Hitler perpetrated. 
They are the same Jews who stole the Palestinians’ homeland and drove them out like animals 
into refugee camps where they are living in inhuman conditions. ...let us tear away the veil 
from these Israeli criminals. 


According to the Jerusalem Post, the Black Radio Station in Chicago devoted many programs to the 
cult and referred to “our brother Sadat and his expected war to kill the evil beast.” (These broad- 
casts, of course, ante-dated the peace talks with Egypt.) 


In a brochure issued by Shalik Ben-Yehudah in 1973 to promote his book From America to the 
Promised Land, the “Minister for Foreign Affairs” of the cult lists a whole string of complaints against 
acts of discrimination and oppression on the part of the Israeli authorities (most of them without a 
vestige of truth in them). The Israel Police is called “Gestapo police’’ in this brochure. 


The brochure does not confine itself to attacking Israel. It contains anti-Semitic incitement 

against American Jews, and the aid given by the United States to Israel: 
We should remind our Black brethren that 500 million dollars of the American tax-payers’ 
money have been given to the racialist regime in Israel without any protest forthcoming from 
the Black community. In addition, 800 million dollars collected by the United Jewish Appeal 
was in most part stolen from the Blacks by money-grabbing Jewish merchants. . . . We call upon 
our Black brethren to rise up against the Jewish subjection of our community. These same 
racialist Jews have got control of all the arteries of our economic life... . 


The brochure concludes with an appeal for a general boycott of Jewish businesses in the United 
States, and the termination of all American Government Support for the State of Israel, whether 
direct or via the United Jewish Appeal. 
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These are just a few samples of the propaganda material issued by the cult itself or under its inspi- 
ration. 


: Approaches to Conferences and International Groups 


Throughout the years, the leaders of the cult multiplied their contacts with various international 
bodies. In April 1971, according to the article in Yediot Abaronot, they sent a petition to the U.N. 
i Sub-Committee on Human Rights, in which they demanded recognition of their right to settle in 
j the Land of Israel and to be a third-party to the Middle East dispute, in addition to the Arabs and 


the Israelis. 
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On November 16, 1971, some 500 young people attended a conference held by the cult in Phila- 
delphia to plan their political campaign. Two delegates were present from the “advance force in 
Dimona,” and the “national” flag was raised, showing a lion of Judah surrounded by the symbols 
of the Twelve Tribes against a blue background. 


On November 28, 1972, Ben-Ame Carter wrote an open letter to Kurt Waldheim, Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, complaining against the U.N. decision to set up a Jewish State in the territory 
of the Land of Israel. He wrote, inter alia: 
The Jews from Europe are not the true Hebrews to whom the land was promised by prophetic 
vision... . World Zionist propaganda is to blame for the land being stolen from the rightful 
owners, the “Black Hebrews”....The U.N. gave legitimacy to this situation and must bear ; 

the responsibility for the serious consequences. The U.N. must recognize the national right 

of the ‘“Black Hebrews” as a people in the Land of Israel... . 

i 


eK Ronee ER Lo ae a ee mae wh 


tei Bla os Tine 


2 Ant 


On September 24 and November 30, 1973, the leaders of the cult sent letters to President Nixon, 


: Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, and the American Ambassador in Israel, Kenneth Keating, with 
F copies to the President of the U.S.S.R., Leonid Brezhnev, and the Secretary-General of the U.N. | 
7 They demanded forthrightly in this letter that they be invited to take part in the Geneve Peace Con- 


ference at the end of December 1973, as “the true representative of the State of Israel.’ This request 
was in the spirit of Ben-Ami Carter’s earlier complaint that the Government of Israel had not con- 
sulted him in March 1972 when King Hussein proposed the setting up of a Palestinian State on the 
West Bank. The entire Knesset, he said, should come to Dimona to hear his opinion on this subject. 


On December 31, 1973, the cult sent a memorandum, similar in content to the above-mentioned 
propaganda brochure issued by Shalik Ben-Yehudah, to all the Black representatives in the United 
States Congress. In it the authorities of Israel were accused of falsely imprisoning the “Black Hebrews” 
and of playing fast and loose with innocent members of the cult. The memorandum drew attention 
to the fact that a substantial part of the one billion dollars granted to Israel came from Black tax- 
payers and at the expense of the advancement of social projects for the welfare of American Blacks. | 
It urged the following steps: boycott of all Jewish businesses in the United States; setting up a lobby 
of Black representatives to work for the termination of all American aid to Israel; detailed investi- 
gation of the detention of members of the cult in Ramleh Prison and their immediate release. (This 
appeal did not prevent Shalik Ben-Yehudah from writing, on another occasion, that “the Black 
representatives in Washington are under the absolute control of the Jews.”’) In later interviews in the 
Israeli and American press in 1974, he said that the true rulers of the American financial establish- 
ment were the Jews, not the “white Christians,” and he quoted Hitler’s Mein Kampf. 
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In October 1977, Aziel Ben-Israel, so-called ‘International Ambassador of the Nation,”’ called upon 
all supporters of the cult’s “Idea” in the U.S. to demand cessation of all U.S. aid in money, arms, 
and food to Israel, a boycott of all Jewish-owned businesses and Jewish political candidates by the 
U.S. Blacks, the severance of all Black church contacts with Israel, the end of American tourism to 
Israel, legal action for a “test case” against the United Jewish Appeal, and international sanctions 
against the State of Israel. 


Has the Anti-Israel Propaganda Campaign Stopped? 


It would appear that an ‘‘armistice” was achieved in 1978 between the cult and the Israel authorities, 
on the initiative of prominent American-Jewish organizations. Though this may have led to a lessening 
of public attacks, the leaders of the cult have continued to denounce the State of Israel to various 
international bodies. A prominent example was the letter sent by Shalik Ben-Yehudah, second only 
to Ben-Ami Carter in the hierarchy of the cult, to Uganda’s dictator, Idi Amin, protesting against 
the denial by the reactionary authorities in Israel of the elementary rights of the “Black Hebrews.” 
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VII THE GOVERNMENT’S HANDLING OF THE PROBLEM 


The main cause of the current problems connected with the ‘‘Black Hebrews” has been the ostrich- 
4 like inaction of the Government of Israel. When the first groups arrived in the country, it might have 
4 been possible to handle the problem with speed and decision. 
: While it is possible to understand the naiveté with which the first group from Liberia was received 
4 in Israel, this could not be said with regard to the large group which later arrived at Lod (see p. 6 
4 


above), and were granted tourist visas for three months, as well as various absorption facilities. It is 
said that the decision not to deny them admission was taken at a time close to the national elections 
in Israel, when the issue of “Who is a Jew?” was a sensitive subject for public debate. In this commit- 
tee’s view, such political “caution” was the first in a chain of errors in the Government’s handling 
of this problem. 


ak 

‘ When it became clear that the “Black Hebrews” were not Jews, efforts were made to suggest that 

they convert to Judaism, but this was rejected by Ben-Ami Carter who arrived on March 6, 1970 
i at the head of a group of 49. As stated previously, they were granted tourist visas, but not the usual 
i absorption facilities of housing and work permits. Most of this group were women and children who 

: were without financial resources, had been expelled from Liberia, and said they sought reunion 

2 with their families in Dimona. This was granted on humanitarian grounds, in spite of doubts as to the 

e veracity of all their statements. The former Mayor of Dimona, Yitzhak Peretz, M.K.,has said that the 
Government was deterred from deporting this group because they arrived about the same time several 

presidents of African states and presidents of Black universities in the United States were visiting 


Israel. 


When it became clear that the “Black Hebrews” rejected the idea of conversion to Judaism, the pro- 
posal to deport them was reconsidered, but was deferred “until things quieted down.” 


%. 


After further representations from the cult’s Jewish neighbors, an inter-ministerial consultation took 
place in October 1971, at which three options were discussed: 
a) to regard them as temporary residents, 
b) to regard them as undesirables and to deport them by order of the Minister of the Interior, 
c) not to recognize them as temporary residents and not to deport them, but to leave them in 
the position of “tolerated”’ persons. 


The third option was accepted with regard to those already in Israel; and it was decided that no more 
members of the cult would be allowed into the country. The Ministry of the Interior subsequently 
did not renew the tourist visas held by the “Black Hebrews” in the country, thus acquiescing to the 
group’s continued illegal residence in Israel, with all the serious consequences that flowed from such 
a situation. A further group of 48 “Black Hebrews” who arrived in Israel on October 8, 1971, was 
denied entry and repatriated to the United States. 


Attempts at Deportation from Israel 


Any criminal conviction of a member of the cult leads to immediate deportation from Israel. 
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Fifty deportation orders were issued by the Israel authorities in 1973 but were not effective, either 
because the leaders of the cult went underground, or because of the objective difficulties in tracing 
persons who do not have identity cards and frequently change their residence. An additional com - 
plication was the notice served by several members of the cult on the American Consuls in Tel Aviv 
and Jerusalem that they wished to waive their American citizenship. Now stateless according to 
American law, it was impossible to deport them to the United States or to any other country that 
was not ready to absorb them. By January 1978, 72 ‘Black Hebrews” had waived their American 


citizenship. 


From 1973 to 1976, the Government of Israel negotiated on this matter with the Government of the 
United States. It was finally agreed, in July 1976, that the U.S. Embassy in Israel would cooperate 
with Israel as follows: “Black Hebrews” who faced deportation orders would be divided into those who 
held U.S. citizenship, and those who had waived that citizenship. Regarding individuals in the first 
group, the United States would contact the person’s family in the US. to provide financial assistance 
for the journey to the U.S.; if the answer proved to be negative, the U.S. Government would advance 
the fare as a loan. A person in the second category would apply for an immigration visa, which would 
be granted by the American Consulate, but no financial aid would be forthcoming from the U.S. 


Government. 


Even these proposals, though far from satisfactory, were not carried out in practice, because of 
American reluctance to deal actively with the matter and lack of pressure from the Israel Govern- 
ment which, from the outset, had negotiated at too low a level instead of addressing its demands to 
senior echelons of the American administration. 


Mass Infiltration into Israel 


Based upon powers established in the Law of Entry into Israel (1952), the Israel Police closely 
examines the circumstances under which Black persons seek entry into Israel, e.g. the validity of the 
passport held, the existence of a return ticket to the land of origin, financial resources, and the pur- 
pose of the visit to Israel. Only if it is clear that there is no intention to join the “Black Hebrews” 
is entry permitted. The defect in this procedure is that it may cause hardship and distress from time 
to time to bona fide Black visitors to Israel, including devoted friends of Israel, Black clergy, uni- 
versity lecturers, sportsmen, etc., and present a negative image of Israel to the outside world. 


However, members of the cult have found ways to deceive the authorities, by arriving under the guise 
of Christian pilgrims to the Holy Places, with return tickets, and sufficient money for their stay in 
Israel. Some claimed to be attending seminars in Israel. Most of these groups disappear once they have 
reached Israel, and it is thought that they finally join up with the ‘Black Hebrews” in the south. 


Lack of Attention to the Problem at High Governmental Levels 


Until the appointment of this committee by the Minister of the Interior, there was no discussion 
of how to handle this problem at ministerial level. 


Eight years after the arrival of the first group, the Director-General of the Ministry for Foreign Af- 
fairs convened a meeting (November 7, 1977) of directors-general of the Ministries of Labor, Health, 
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Housing and Welfare, the assistant directors-general of the Ministry of the Interior and the Ministry 

for Foreign Affairs, and other senior officials. This was the first comprehensive discussion of the 

problem and all its repercussions. All the participants agreed that the situation was serious and had 
: an effect upon Israel’s foreign relations and reputation abroad. They all rejected the deportation 
, option, and most of those present advised granting the ‘‘Black Hebrews” some legal status, while rigidly 
preventing the addition of more members to the ranks of those already in Israel. 


: The Director-General of the Foreign Ministry, Ephraim Evron, conveyed to the Minister of the In- 
terior the meeting’s proposal that the status of temporary resident should be granted to the “Black 
Hebrews” now in Israel, thus enabling them to receive housing, and health and education services. 
Mr. Evron emphasized that “‘it is impossible to continue with the present situation, which is intol- 
; erable from a human, moral, public, and political standpoint.’’ He warned that “lack of attention 
to this matter causes damage to the State, and serves the propaganda apparatus of our enemies.” 


Activities of American Jewish Organizations 


A number of American Jewish organizations were called upon in 1977 to help deal with the “Black 
; Hebrews” problem, in view of the systematic and poisonous anti-Israel propaganda spread by the cult 
% leaders in the United States, a campaign which also had an anti-Semitic component directed against 
American Jews. There have been ups and downs in Jewish-Black relationships in the United States 
over the years, and the Jewish leadership is anxious that there should be no further erosion of the 
delicate relationships between the two groups. Moreover, friends of Israel and the Jews in the Black 
community have warned against the negative attitude and inaction of the Israeli authorities in the | 
handling of the “Black Hebrews” question. Bayard Rustin, a sworn friend of Israel and one of the 
most important Black trade union leaders, has been especially active in this matter. He heads the | 
organization called BASIC (Black Americans in Support of Israel) and has made many efforts to 
reduce the tension regarding the subject of the “Black Hebrews” and to reach a mutually acceptable 
solution. He visited Israel several times for this purpose and met members of the Israel Government 
and leaders of the cult in Dimona. He has also harnessed to his aid the American Jewish Committee, 
the American Jewish Congress, and the Anti-Defamation League of B’nai Brith. Their representatives 
met in New York in February 1978 with four BASIC representatives who had been to Israel some 
months before and spoken with the leaders of the “Black Hebrews.” A meeting convened by Ms. 
Miriam Logan, chairman of the “New York Committee on Human Rights,” was attended by three 
delegates of the “Black Hebrews,” as well as the representative of the Histadrut (General Federation 
of Labor), Uri Segev. 


The Jewish organizations and BASIC were concerned at that time with the negative report issued 
in the United States by a delegation headed by Rev. Kinlock. The group, which represented a body 
known as the “Committee for the Elimination of Racism ” attached to the New York Council of 
Churches, had visited Israel in December 1977 to study the living conditions of the ‘Black Hebrews.” 


At the delegation’s meeting with Minister of the Interior Dr. Joseph Burg, on December 26, 1977, 
they said that their interest in the cult was purely humanitarian and that their committee was alert 
to all human problems, including that of the Soviet Jews. They complained of the difficult living 
conditions of the “Black Hebrews” and requested a speedy solution to the problem. The Minister 
explained the immigration policy of the Government, which was ready to grant status to persons 
arriving in Israel in good faith, but could not acquiesce in the mass immigration of groups whose 
ideology was demonstratively anti-Israel. The Minister added that the United States Government 
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did. not agree-to the uncontrolled. and. illegal migration of Chinese-to San Francisco, or of Mexicans 
to Seuth California, The-Minister told the delegation that the Israel Government was considering the 
appointment of a committee which would propose.a solution to the problem. 


In spite of these-remarks, the delegation, as stated, published a.report which was very critical of the 
Government of Israel, which: it accused of gross.violation of ‘elementary human rights in its. attitude 
to the: ‘‘Black Hebrews.” This report aroused negative repercussions in American public opinion and 
served as an‘ additional stimulus to the- holding of a. “meeting: of conciliation” (Jews and Blacks) 
in New York City. As a result of the conclusions reached at that meeting, it was decided to send a 
letter-on behalf. of. the three above-mentioned. American: Jewish organizations: to. the: Government 
of Israel andthe Histadret. In-the.letter sent to the Minister‘of the Interior‘on February 17, 1978. 
the following recommendations were conveyed: 

1. Membership: in- the Histadrut should. be granted.to all. the “Black Hebrews” resident in Israel. 
This would enable them to receive medical services through Kupat Holim. 

2. The Histadrut would ask the Ministry of Labor to grant work permits to the members of the 
cult through the Employment Service. 

3. The Histadrut would. enable the “Black Hebrews” to benefit from ail the. educational and 
cultural services available to its membership, including financial support of the “Soul Music” 
Troupe: 

4, A comprehensive discussion would take: place with. the Minister of the Interior regarding 
aid to the ‘cult in the realization:of its plan:to set up’a.kibbutz which would. become a_.national 
center for the growing of natural foods. 


It was also agreed at the meeting, the letter said, that the cult. ieadership im Israel would publish: a 
declaration’explaining the aims of the cult, and.the members’ desire to bean organic part of the State 
and good citizens with equal rights and duties. In this declaration: there would. also be- an: under- 
taking:that after.the-status of the.cuit’s members had.been: established, its leaders would not-allow 
any more people to-join the group illegally. The organizations suggested that; as a goodwill gesture, 
even before the-achievement of a full. solution, the “Black Hebrews” who had beer deported. from 
Israek and. had left-their-family (wives and children) behind, should be enabled: to- pay short visits to 
their: families. The- Black leaders who: were- present. at-the: meeting. were. prepared: to give: personal 
guarantees for: the returnof the visitors to the United:States. 


Finally, the-reeommendations emphasized. that. in: order-to- enable-dialogue:and. fruitfub negotiation 
to: take: place;. both: sides: —-Government::spokesmem and: leaders of-the: cult: —~-would. refrain: from 
mutual criticismin: public for six:months. 


The:Minister of the Interior did.not reply to this appeal, but at various levels the-conclusions reached 
au the-meeting:had:same<effeet:. The leaders of the-cult ‘stopped .their public attacks on; Iseael-and:the 
Jéws-in:the media.although;.as has beenrsaid; the attack, continued. in-other forms. Mereever;on-March 
7, 19%8;.inra:memorandum te: Bayard Rustin;. Shalik, Ben-Yehudah: wrote; “At: long, last: the:two 
communities int Israel are united in: a :spirit-of. justice-and: amity, and the members of oun-community 
are: ready to serve as goodwill. ambassadors for Israel to the whole world.” In- this memorandum, 
the:writer:-expresses:.the -consent:-of-the: “Black, Hebrews” to_the:arrangemenr reached_inyNew. York. 
(according: to. him. inrDimana),, by: which: they: would. join: the Histadrut, and, be. granted -full. civil 
rights withtall than that.implied;: careswould.be ‘taken:that.every:newmember-would.be.agceptedinto. 
the: cult:-only« afoer:g9ing: through: legak.immigration: processes. They: als@o agreed. to-refrainr.from. 
ceitivisnmof the dsraeli:Gavernment for seven:months.- : 


Tnrthedightrof the abovearangmrent, the #Histadrert. deeicied;iomFebruacy:27 199 8iteaccephthnd Black: 
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did not agree to the uncontrolled and illegal migration of Chinese to San Francisco, or of Mexicans 
to South California. The Minister told the delegation that the Israel Government was considering the 


appointment of a committee which would propose a solution to the problem. 


In spite of these remarks, the delegation, as stated, published a report which was very critical of the 
Government of Israel, which it accused of gross violation of elementary human rights in its attitude 
to the “Black Hebrews.” This report aroused negative repercussions in American public opinion and 
served as an additional stimulus to the holding of a “meeting of conciliation” (Jews and Blacks) 
in New York City. As a result of the conclusions reached at that meeting, it was decided to send a 
letter on behalf of the three above-mentioned American Jewish organizations to the Government 
of Israel and the Histadrut. In the letter sent to the Minister of the Interior on February 17, 1978, 
the following recommendations were conveyed: 

1. Membership in the Histadrut should be granted to all the “Black Hebrews” resident in Israel. 
This would enable them to receive medical services through Kupat Holim. 

2. The Histadrut would ask the Ministry of Labor to grant work permits to the members of the 
cult through the Employment Service. 

3. The Histadrut would enable the “Black Hebrews” to benefit from all the educational and 
cultural services available to its membership, including financial support of the “Soul Music” 
Troupe. 

4.A comprehensive discussion would take place with the Minister of the Interior regarding 
aid to the cult in the realization of its plan to set up a kibbutz which would become a national 
center for the growing of natural foods. 


It was also agreed at the meeting, the letter said, that the cult leadership in Israel would publish a 
declaration explaining the aims of the cult, and the members’ desire to be an organic part of the State 
and good citizens with equal rights and duties. In this declaration there would also be an under- 
taking that after the status of the cult’s members had been established, its leaders would not allow 
any more people to join the group illegally. The organizations suggested that, as a goodwill gesture, 
even before the achievement of a full solution, the “Black Hebrews” who had been deported from 
Israel and had left their family (wives and children) behind, should be enabled to pay short visits to 
their families. The Black leaders who were present at the meeting were prepared to give personal 
guarantees for the return of the visitors to the United States. 


Finally, the recommendations emphasized that in order to enable dialogue and fruitful negotiation 
to take place, both sides — Government spokesmen and leaders of the cult — would refrain from 
mutual criticism in public for six months. 


The Minister of the Interior did not reply to this appeal, but at various levels the conclusions reached 
at the meeting had some effect. The leaders of the cult stopped their public attacks on Israel and the 
Jews in the media although, as has been said, the attack continued in other forms. Moreover, on March 
7, 1978, in a memorandum to Bayard Rustin, Shalik Ben-Yehudah wrote: “At long last the two 
communities in Israel are united in a spirit of justice and amity, and the members of our community 
are ready to serve as goodwill ambassadors for Israel to the whole world.” In this memorandum, 
the writer expresses the consent of the “Black Hebrews” to the arrangement reached in New York 
(according to him, in Dimona), by which they would join the Histadrut and be granted full civil 
rights with all that that implied; care would be taken that every new member would be accepted into 
the cult only after going through legal immigration processes. They also agreed to refrain from 
criticism of the Israeli Government for seven months. 


In the light of the above arrangment, the Histadrut decided, on February 2, 1978, to accept the “Black 
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Hebrews”? as members “for humane reasons, since it was impossible to acquiesce in a situation in 
which they would be discriminated against in terms of wages, social benefits, and conditions of work.” 


Truth to tell, assuming Histadrut membership did not bring about any radical improvement in the 
living conditions of the cult. They were now entitled to receive medical treatment through the Kupat 
Holim network but, as stated above, they refrain from using organized health services and prefer 
to use “natural” methods of healing. No change took place as regards wages, conditions of work, 
and trade union protection. The Histadrut did make available to the cult in Dimona a place in which 
to hold cultural activities, but the fact that they joined the Histadrut had more psychological than 
practical significance. The Histadrut was proud of the new members, and in the 1978 May-Day 
Parade, the “Black Hebrew” group from Dimona, in colorful costume, was one of the main attrac- 
tions. 


Establishment of the Public Committee by the Minister of the Interior 


The Government was stimulated to take action towards a solution of the “Black Hebrews” problem 
by the initiative of Jacques Amir, M.K. (Mayor of Dimona), who raised the subject for debate in the 
Knesset on March 13, 1978. 


In the explanatory note to the motion, it was stated: 

The above group has been in Israel for the last ten years. It has no civil status and its position 
is unclear. Much has been said about the nature of this group in the local and world press. Their 
living conditions and homes do not befit a democratic country which cares for the welfare of 
its citizens and residents. Before this problem assumes exaggerated proportions, the matter 
should be brought up on the Knesset agenda, with a view to finding a proper and humane so- 
lution. The State of Israel knew how to give sanctuary to Vietnam refugees in a spirit of love 
and humanity, and there is no reason why the State of Israel should not be able to grapple with 
the problem of the ‘“‘Black Hebrews.” 


The Knesset plenary referred the subject to the Interior and Environment Committee which, after 
deliberation, recommended the setting up of a committee to examine the question. Our committee 
was appointed, in the light of this recommendation, by the Minister of the Interior on August 4, 1978. 
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IX CONCLUSIONS 


Handling by Government Authorities 


1. The problem of the “Black Hebrews,” as it exists today, is chiefly the result of con- 
tinued mishandling by the Government of Israel during an entire decade. It would 
never have arisen had the first large group been denied entry into Israel in December 


1969. 


2. Approval for the entry of the first groups was first and foremost politically -based, 
because of the fear of the then Minister of the Interior and his deputy that the 
authorities would be accused of racism towards Blacks who regarded themselves 
as Jews — an accusation towards which they displayed special sensitivity because 
of the debate surrounding the “Who is a Jew?” question. | 


3. It was possible, and indeed necessary, to block the attempt of the ““Black Hebrews’ 
to immigrate to Israel when it was still in its early stages. Government agencies in 
Israel knew all the time that the members of the cult, in spite of their pretensions, 
were not Jews and thus ineligible for the rights of aliyab and citizenship according 
to the Law of Return (1950). 


4. Denial of entry into Israel of the “Black Hebrews” under the Law of Entry into 
Israel (1952) could be explained at the time by the following rationale: 
a) Every state, whatever the nature of its regime, scrupulously reserves for itself 
the right to deny strangers entry within its borders. | 
b)In practice, no country is prepared to absorb large numbers of human beings | 
who are not refugees or without a homeland. 
c) Every year the State of Israel makes it possible for non-Jews to settle perma- 
nently in Israel without any distinction regarding race, religion, or nationality; 
but it is inconceivable that the State of Israel should yield to the dictates of a 
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pressure group which has decided by itself to settle there. 

d) The State of Israel has primary responsibility towards Jews to whom the Law’ | 
of Return applies. At a time when it is struggling for its very survival, the State 
of Israel has the right and the duty to decide priorities regarding aliyab, and to 

4 refrain from taking upon itself a heavy burden of absorbing large groups of | 
4 citizens and residents of a foreign state. | 


Although the Government did not act in this way initially, as soon as the cult’s 
nature and ideology, which undermined the essence of the State and of Zionism, 
became clear beyond a doubt, it should have repatriated the “Black Hebrews” 
(no more than 200 at the time) to the United States. 


ra 
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6. It was wrong to acquiesce in the American Government’s desire to divest itself 
of responsibility for the members of the cult, and to regard the problem as “an 
internal Israeli affair.” This attitude on the part of the American Government is 
not customary between two friendly states, and finds no support in the principles 
of international law. 


7. Instead of taking the steps outlined above, the Government of Israel preferred to 
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adopt an ostrich-like policy. The “Black Hebrews” were “tolerated” and their 
illegal existence ignored. Instead of dealing fundamentally with the roots of the 
problem, the authorities concentrated on preventing further members of the cult 
from entering the country. These efforts failed almost completely. Hundreds of 
“Black Hebrews” succeeded in infiltrating into Israel by various subterfuges, until 
their numbers reached the present estimated total of 1,500 souls. 


Incidentally, the heavy-handed policy adopted in examinations of all Black tourists 
at the ports of entry has fouled the image of Israel among many friends, and has 
harmed Israel’s foreign relations. 


In spite of repeated warnings by local bodies in Dimona and Arad — the main 
centers of the cult — no comprehensive discussion has taken place all these years at 
the ministerial level on ways and means to deal with the problem. 


Living Conditions, Relationships with Neighbors, and Legal, Social, and Political Implications 


As a result of the Government policy of acquiescing de facto in the existence of the “Black Hebrews”’ 
in Israel, but at the same time refusing to grant them any recognized status, a situation has been 
created which has the most serious legal, social, human and political implications. 


1. 


There are now about 1,500 men and women in Israel without any status; they are 
all criminal offenders because they are illegally resident in the country. Most of 
them received three-month tourist visas which were not renewed and which are 
long invalid. This is an intolerable state of affairs which has no place in any country. 


There is no exact knowledge as to the number of members of the cult, nor a regis- 
try of their identity and places of residence. The ‘Black Hebrews” do not carry 
any official identity card or document, and this in itself is an offense against the 
law. In addition, this makes it well-nigh impossible for the police to trace any 
members of the cult suspected of criminal offenses. 


The lack of identification and consequently of adequate police follow-up and 
inspection enables criminal elements from foreign countries, especially the United 
States, to reach Israel and “disappear’’ into one of the cult’s centers. It is known 
that a number of persons “wanted” in the United States have in fact done this; 
among American Blacks, the State of Israel has become known as a “land of refuge” 
in which one can easily evade the arm of the law. 


The authorities are not prepared to grant housing rights to the “Black Hebrews.” 
Because of this, and as a result of their natural increase and the addition to their 
ranks of large groups which entered Israel illegally, terrible congestion exists in 
the main centers of the cult — Dimona, Arad, Mitzpeh Ramon — with thirty persons 
and more often living in a single apartment. 


This phenomenon is a disgrace to the State of Israel which is justly proud of its 
efforts to provide decent housing standards for its residents. The living conditions 
of the “Black Hebrews” are far below minimum standards and only because of their 
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blind devotion to the principles of the cult and their leadership do they succeed in 
maintaining a reasonable standard of living under totally intolerable conditions. 


Because of the terrible congestion in their quarters, there has been a sharp decline 
in the quality of life in those neighborhoods where they live next door to Jewish 
tenants. This is undoubtedly the prime cause for the deterioration in relationships 
between the Jewish community and the cult. No amount of goodwill on both sides 
can overcome environmental nuisances caused by the over-crowded housing. Jewish 
residents leave the mixed neighborhoods as soon as they find buyers for their 
apartments. Even if they are ready to take heavy losses, they can hardly find anyone 
ready to move in. No wonder, therefore, that there has been an escalation of tension 
between the two communities. One must be thankful that, so far, there has been 


no violent explosion. 


The housing congestion can lead any day to an outbreak of diseases and epidemics. 
It is a miracle that this has not happened so far, though some Jewish residents in 
the mixed district complain of the spread of various illnesses. 


The “Black Hebrews” refuse to accept orderly medical care and prefer “‘natural”’ 
healing methods. Though they are members of the Kupat Holim of the Histadrut, 
they do not in practice make use of its services. 


There is no sanitary supervision of the members of the cult, and the public health 
authorities do not find them cooperative. 


There is no registration of the births which take place in the shelters of the homes 
of the “Black Hebrews” with the aid of their own midwives; nor are deaths reported 
to the Ministries of Health and of Interior, as required by law. 


The ‘Black Hebrews” maintain an independent educational network, outside the 
State system, and the Ministry of Education and Culture has not the slightest con- 
nection with it — a clear violation of the education laws of the State. 


There is an ongoing violation of the law on the part of employers who give work to 
members of the cult and on the part of the workers themselves. Every tourist in 
Israel is obliged to seek a special permit from the Minister of the Interior if he wants 
to work. No such permits have ever been issued to the “Black Hebrews,” not even 
to those who held valid visas. Today, when all the members of the cult are illegal 
residents in the State of Israel, it is forbidden to employ them. 


One should not complain about the employers — among them the Mitzpeh Ramon 
Local Council — who employ “Black Hebrews” in violation of the law, because 
if they did not do so, members of the cult would have starved. However, some 
employers exploit the special situation by not paying the cult members standard 
wages and providing social benefits. 


Government policy is obscure regarding this problem of employment. There are 
no guidelines instructing the Employment Service how to act in this matter. 


In at least one instance this vacuum has been exploited, namely by the Employment 
Service director in Arad (personally one of the most stringent opponents of the 
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cult), who applies the law harshly and terminates the employment of the cult’s 
members in Arad at every opportunity. 


The personal status of the “Black Hebrews” is not legally defined. In the legal 
sense, there is absolute license with regard to marriage and divorce, which are not 
regularized, according to accepted norms, within the life of the cult. Polygamy 
is frequent within the cult but is not punishable because, legally, no man Is married 
even to a single wife. 


There is no legal registration of marriage and divorce, and in the light of what has 
been said above such registration has no significance. 


Political and Social Considerations 


The “Black Hebrews” are a cult with all the characteristics of the cults that have 
been multiplying in the last decade, especially in the United States. They are led by 
a charismatic leader, Ben-Ami Carter, who exercises unrestrained control over the 
members of his community. Carter alone decides the way of life, for the group 
and for individuals alike. He sets the standards of behavior and the punishments 
for breaches thereof. 


No proof has been adduced of the existence of a system of corporal punishment, 
but there is undoubtedly a system of social sanctions (such as “excommunication” 
and ‘“‘exile:’) which are equally serious for those punished because of the pressures 
and compulsions which arise from living in the very special framework of the cult. 


The cult retains its closed character, and its members do not have any contacts 
with the outside world, except for those necessary for their livelihood. Contacts 
with the authorities and public bodies are exclusively in the hands of Ben-Ami 
Carter, even if other members of the leadership group add their signatures pro forma 
to applications on behalf of the cult. 


It is difficult to decide whether the leaders’ motivations are in fact pure. Some say 
that they are motivated by a sense of mission; others regard them as charlatans who 
seek power and wealth. It cannot be denied that the “Black Hebrews” follow their 
leader blindly, with faith in his sincerity and in the truth of the cult’s ideology. 
There is no doubt, either, that this blind faith is a result of lengthy indoctrination 
and brain-washing. 


The “Black Hebrews” have not infrequently been accused of widespread criminal 
activity in Israel, but this committee found no confirmation of these accusations. 
It seems that the crime rate among the members of the cult is lower than the average 
in the country, largely because of the leaders’ desire to keep a low profile and not 
give the authorities an excuse to deport them from the country. 


At the same time, there is some evidence of criminal activity on the part of cult 
members in the United States. The: authorities there have conducted extensive 
investigations with regard to suspected crimes, such as theft, embezzlement, and 


: 
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“4 fraud to the tune of millions of dollars — allegedly committed by ‘‘Black Hebrews” 

4 who have escaped to Israel. Apparently, these activities were designed to provide 

Xx finances for the cult in Israel. 

a3 ' 
4 7. The Committee does not share the view that the very existence of the cult in Israel 
% represents an acute and significant security risk. At the same time, it is clear that 

4 the existence of this cult with its special ideology and motivation obliges the se- 


curity authorities to maintain a constant alertness to what transpires within its 
ranks. 


8. The “Black Hebrews” ideology is based on the belief that they are the true Jews, 
descended directly from the Ten Tribes, and that the Jewish people is ‘‘phoney.” 


It is reasonable to assume that, in the beginning, the cult leaders saw in the return 
to Liberia — the independent Black African state — the solution to the national 
and religious problem of the Blacks. The “Black Hebrews” were to spearhead 
extensive settlement of American Blacks in that country. To this end, members 
of the cult migrated to Liberia. However, after they had gone through severe trials | 
and tribulations in that country, the cult’s leaders did an ideological about-face 
and shifted the focus of their ideology to the Land of Israel. 


no) 


Now they argue that the Land of Israel is their historic birthright, which the Zionists 
have illegally usurped. Their aim, announced not so long ago, is to bring to Israel 
all the Blacks in the world who will identify with the principles of the cult. 


10. The “Black Hebrews” are not Jews by any criterion, however liberal. This has been 
settled conclusively by the halachic authorities in Israel, and in this view the High 
Court of Justice concurred (Clark v. Minister of the Interior). 


The cult’s “religious” customs are an amalgam of ceremonies in which strong Chris- 
tian influences are discernible with the addition of certain Jewish and Moslem 


elements. 


11. Until mid-1978, the “Black Hebrews” conducted an anti-Israel propaganda cam- 
paign in Israel and the United States, and directed appeals to the media, and to 
numerous public bodies, among them groups hostile to Israel. At times, the attack 
on the Israeli authorities was poisonous and sharp, and even contained open anti- 
Semitism directed against American Jews. 


12. In 1976, following upon the “agreement” between the “Black Hebrews” and the 
major American-Jewish organizations, public attacks on Israel came to an end, but 
the leaders of the cult continued to make undercover approaches to various inter- 
national bodies, and to denigrate Israel. 
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X ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEM 


This committee has given much thought to possible solutions. All the options proposed are difficult, 
and far from providing a complete solution to this complex problem. All the proposals have merits 
and demerits, and are fairly evenly balanced. 


The options are: 
1. to leave the situation as it is, 
2. to deport the cult from Israel, 
3. to allow the cult to remain in Israel. 


While options 1. and 2. are complete and all-inclusive, option 3. can be carried out in various ways 
which we shall describe later. 


1. Leave the Situation as it is 


To preserve the status-quo, to follow a policy of non-intervention, in the hope that “time will solve 
the problem somehow” is the least acceptable option for the following reasons: 


a) Relationships between the “Black Hebrews” and their neighbors have reached a 
point of crisis. The continuation of the present situation is an invitation to violent 
incidents, the consequences of which cannot be predicted. 


b) To acquiesce in the sub-standard living conditions of the members of the cult 
would be a disgrace to the State of Israel and to every enlightened citizen. Moreover, 
this would add fuel to the propaganda campaigns conducted by Israel’s enemies. 


c) It is inconceivable that thousands of people should reside in the State of Israel 
without any legal status, beyond the law, and violating legal norms in various areas 
every single day. 

d) If the “Black Hebrews” are to continue to be regarded simply as “tolerated” per- 
sons, the authorities will in effect be deprived of any opportunity to supervise and 
control the size of the cult, and to guarantee that accepted norms will be binding 
upon them. 

e) There will be an increased danger of turning the cult into a focus of criminal activity 


and threats to security in the towns in which it is concentrated and even beyond 
them. 


2. Deport the Cult from Israel 


This is perhaps the most “‘popular” option as far as Israeli public opinion is concerned. It was recom- 
mended by the Israel Police, for the reasons stated below: 


a) There is no precedent for the situation in which a group numbering hundreds of 
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x persons migrates to a country and resides there illegally, while adopting an attitude 
which denies the existence of that same country. Every state uses its right to limit 
immigration and to expel from its borders persons who reside there illegally. 


: b) Expulsion of the cult will be a partial or complete solution of the legal, social, 
s c and political aspects of the problem. 


aE c) With the elimination of the ‘“‘Black Hebrews” stronghold in Israel, the motivation 
behind their anti-Israel propaganda would disappear in the course of time. 


A, d) It would be possible to carry out the expulsion in stages, reducing the difficulty 
. of the procedure by expelling the leaders as a first step towards weakening the 


group. 


e) Fear of unfavorable public reaction to the deportation could be reduced consider- 
ably by emphasizing the following points: 


1) The State of Israel is exercising its sovereign right to deport persons residing 
illegally within its borders. 


a 2) There is no connection between the skin-color of the “Black Hebrews’’ and the 
: re intention to deport them. They would have been liable to deportation even 
- 3 if they were not Black. 


3) The “Black Hebrews” deny the existence of the State of Israel, and they 
intend to organize mass migration of American and African Blacks to Israel, 
thereby endangering the security of the State. 


4) The “Black Hebrews” abused the hospitality extended to them on their arrival 
in Israel by maintaining their own judicial system in violation of the law, 
engaging in poisonous anti-Israel propaganda, and using subterfuges in order 
to smuggle numbers of people into Israel. 


5) The “Black Hebrews” also have an anti-American ideology which forecasts 
destruction for all Western countries. 


6) The State of Israel has absorbed Jewish refugees from all over the world. There 
is also a problem of Palestinian refugees, and a political and military conflict 
of long-standing with the Arab states. In view of Israel’s special position, 
it cannot take upon itself the extra burden of problems affecting thousands 
of Black immigrants. 


The above points are the advantages to which supporters of the deportation option refer. In contrast, 
those who reject this option argue as follows: 


a) It might have been possible to justify expulsion, for all the reasons outlined above, 
during the first period of the “Black Hebrews” residence in Israel. But now, more 
than ten years after the arrival of the first group, we have missed the boat, and 
regrettably must pay the price for the Government’s mishandling of the matter 
throughout the years. 
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b) To expel the cult from Israel would create hostile public opinion against Israel 
throughout the world, of an intensity which cannot be accurately foreseen. 


c) Anti-Israel propaganda would increase still further because of the black skins of 
the members of the cult. The reason behind the expulsion would be explained as 
racism, and this argument would fall on ready ears in the African states and among 
American Blacks. 


d) Leaders of the large American Jewish organizations warned that expulsion would 
have severe repercussions on Black-Jewish relations in the United States. They fear 
that, if the cult were expelled from Israel, the delicate balance of relationships 
between the two groups in the U.S. would be impaired and Israel’s interests would 
be damaged among her friends in the American Black community. 


e) There are immense practical difficulties involved in the expulsion of hundreds of 
men, women, and children to another country, in addition to the politico-legal 
problem of expelling persons who have voluntarily waived their American citizen - 
ship. 


f) There is no reason to believe that the ‘Black Hebrews” would willingly accept 
their expulsion from Israel. Their high motivation, iron discipline and blind obe- 
dience to the instructions of their leader are likely to lead to a tragedy which would 
scar the conscience of those responsible for the expulsion. Such a possibility cannot 
be ignored. 


g) In any event, there will be many Jews both in Israel and abroad, among them 
victims of persecutions and expulsions, who will be horrified at the thought of mass 
expulsion of men, women, and children — however negative the general attitude 
towards the cult might be. 


3. Allow the Cult to Remain in Israel 


The third option is to allow the “Black Hebrews” to stay in Israel, and to solve wholly or in part 
the difficult problems created by their residence here. 


The arguments against this option can be summarized as follows: 


a) It would perpetuate a situation in which a group that rejects the existence of the 
Jewish State in Israel would permanently reside in Israel. * 


b) The “Black Hebrews” represent a security risk, which is of special significance 
in the present situation. 


c) The cult might become the focus of criminal activity and require increased police 
surveillance. 
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: d) The very existence of a cult with strange patterns of behavior does not suit the 

re character of Israeli society. 

4 e) A solution of this kind would place a financial burden on the State which could not 

: be morally justified when Israel’s economic difficulties are constantly increasing. 

2 The arguments in favor of this option are as follows: 

ff 

2 a) The intolerable phenomenon of the cult’s illegal presence in Israel would come to 

3 an end. 

re b) It would also correct the situation in which a large community in Israel has been 

‘¢ living de facto beyond the law and in ongoing violation of state legislation. 

é 

" c) Once the “Black Hebrews” have been granted a legal status that would regularize 
A their identification, the law enforcement authorities, and especially the police, 
x would be able to keep them under surveillance. 
a 
ie d) The difficult situations created by the serious deficiencies in their housing, sani- 

e tation, and employment would be ameliorated if not completely eliminated. This 
3 would make life easier for them, for their neighbors, and for the local authorities 
a within whose jurisdiction they live. 

e ; | 
e) The wind would be taken out of the sails of the anti-Israel propaganda campaign 

+ on this subject. 

My 

3 | 
ae . < « : 

& f) Israel’s image throughout the world, and especially in the United States, would 
8 improve. This might lead to a strengthening of ties with friendly groups within the 


American Black community. 
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XI RECOMMENDATIONS 


1. THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT THE “BLACK HEBREWS” BE ALLOWED TO 
STAY IN ISRAEL. 


The committee reached this conclusion after rejecting the only other possible option — deportation 
of the cult members from Israel. The pros and cons of deportation have already been listed. The com- 
mittee decided that the arguments adduced against that course were compelling. 


The committee’s decision was not taken lightly. It was “the lesser evil’ — the option less serious in 
application and repercussions — but still not the ideal solution. As has been emphasized, it was pos- 
sible to halt the entry of “Black Hebrews” early in the game (and should have been done for the 
reasons outlined in this report) and to deport the first groups. This opportunity, however, was allowed 
to slip away. Deportation at this stage is likely to cause untold harm to Israel and to its reputation 
throughout the world and among American Jewry, quite apart from the practical difficulties and the 
moral aspects of such a mass expulsion of men, women, and children. 


At the same time, the conclusion that the “Black Hebrews” should be allowed to stay in Israel makes 
it imperative to take a whole series of steps to eliminate or reduce the serious problems which have 
arisen in connection with this cult. 


2. THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT THE MEMBERS OF THE CULT BE GRANTED 
LEGAL STATUS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW OF ENTRY INTO ISRAEL, 1952. 


Granting the “Black Hebrews”’ legal status will do away with the intolerable situation in which all the 
members now residing in Israel are in fact offenders against the law. It will place them under the 
authority of the laws of the State with regard to population registration, employment, education, 
health, etc. and will enable them to be identified and supervised by the law-enforcement authorities. 
It will also express recognition of the fact of their permanent residence and absorption in the country. 


This status must be granted in accordance with the regulations established in the Law of Entry Into 
Israel, 1952, and Regulations on Entry Into Israel, 1974, enacted under that law. The rules should be 
generously applied, in view of the special character of the problem. 


The following recommendations are accordingly made: 


1. The “Black Hebrews” are not Jews within the terms of the law and therefore the 
special rules regarding citizenship and population registration in the case of Jews 
shall not apply to them. For persons who can not enjoy automatic Israeli citizenship 
by virtue.of the Law of the Return, the Law of Entry Into Israel and its regulations 
prescribe a procedure with many stages, starting with the granting of a tourist visa 
and ending with the granting of full citizenship. 


2. The committee recommends that those members of the cult who have been in 
Israel for less than 27 months and who do not hold a tourist visa (or whose visa 
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has expired), shall receive a B/2 visa which will be extended by the Ministry of the 
Interior to the end of 27 months from the date of their entry into Israel. At the 
same time, they will be given a work permit (B/1) which will also be valid to the 
end of the 27 months, provided ‘the requirements of the law, calling for the signing 
of a work agreement with the employer and receipt of a recommendation from 
the Employment Service or other government agency, have been fulfilled. Such 
recommendation should be given without undue delay. 


After 27 months, they shall be granted the status of “long-term temporary resident,” 
a status not enumerated in the Regulationson Entry Into Israel, which provide for 
temporary residence (A/1) visas for potential olim, A/2 visas for students, and 
A/3 visas for clergymen. In spite of this, the Ministry of the Interior, in special 
cases, does recognize an additional status of ‘long-term temporary resident” under 
the Law of Entry Into Israel. Such a visa can be extended without limit, and gives 
its holder the right to an identity card and to work without having to obtain special 
permission. 


3. This “long-term temporary resident” status will also be granted to ‘‘Black Hebrews” 
resident in Israel for longer than 27 months. They will be given a two-year residence 
permit (as will the first group, mentioned in paragraph 2). After two years, members 
of the cult will be granted permanent residence permits, following discussion and 
decision by the inter-ministerial committee which deals with applications for 
permanent residence permits. 


4. The recommendations made in paragraphs 2 and 3 do not apply automatically to 
all the members of the cult collectively. In every case, the status will be ,ranted 
individually, according to the accepted criteria under Section 9 of the Regulations 
on Entry Into Israel. Section 9 gives the Minister of the Interior discretion to refuse 
to grant the applicant a visa and permanent residence permit, or to cancel such 
visa or permit if the applicant 


a) acts or has acted against the Jewish people 

b) _ is likely to endanger the safety of the State 

c) hasa criminal past, likely to endanger public peace 

d) is likely to offend public feelings 

e) is likely to become a burden on public institutions 

f) violates or has violated any law in force in Israel 

g) has made a false declaration in order to obtain a visa and permanent residence 
permit, or has not carried out the conditions laid down in the law or regu- 
lations, or the conditions which he undertook at the time of his application, 
or which were specified as conditions for the approval of his application 

h) is a person of whom there is prima facie evidence that his arrival in Israel 
is connected with evading the payment of debts, or’ 

i) is liable to endanger the public peace or public health. 


After stating that each case should be scrutinized individually, we wish to stress that the above- 
mentioned criteria should not be applied harshly, since if that were done, not a single member of the 
cult would qualify for a residence permit. Certainly the ‘“‘Black Hebrews” do not meet the test of 
Section 9, subsection g) of the Regulations, and subsections d), e) and f) could easily be invoked 
against them. This is not the intention of this committee. 


Besides normal interest in the objective examination of each case on its merits, consideration must 
be given to the special problem created by the existence of the cult in Israel, if one is to enable the 
majority of them to enjoy a legal status. At the same time, the protection of the committee s recom- 
mendations must under no circumstances be used to grant status to clearly criminal elements fleeing 
the arm of the law in their country of origin, and seeking refuge among the Black community in 


Israel. 


Procedures for Granting Legal Status 


ie 


The committee recommends that each member of the cult aged 16 and over should 
appear personally before the competent committee of the Ministry of the Interior 
handling the issuance of residence permits. The committee will decide on each case 
in accordance with the rules outlined above. The decision regarding parents shall 
apply to their children as well. 


The applicant shall present to the committee a passport or some other identifying 
document from the American Embassy, in order to make it possible to examine 
his/her particulars, including the date of entry into Israel. 


The Ministry of Interior committee shall grant the applicant a residence permit 
in accordance with the rules, if it is convinced that (s)he is resident in Israel as part 
of the ‘Black Hebrews”’ cult of his/her own free will, without any coercion, and is 
desirous of so continuing. 


In every case in which the applicant expresses a desire to leave Israel, this shall be 
granted after (s)he has made a declaration in writing to that effect. The expenses of 
the journey to the United States will be paid in accordance with the agreement 
reached in July 1976 with the American Embassy in Israel. At the same time, in- 
fluence should be brought to bear on the Embassy to finance as well the return 
journey to the United States of persons who previously waived their American 
citizenship. 


Members of the cult against whom orders for extradition to the U.S. have been 
issued, shall be deported from Israel. 


The Ministry of the Interior committee is also requested to examine special appli- 
cations from “Black Hebrews”’ abroad, who have relatives in the cult in Israel and 
wish to join them. Clause 6(1) of the Regulations on Entry Into Israel, with ap- 
propriate amendments, should be applied to them. The reference is to a small 
number of relatives as defined in the Regulations — spouse, minor or dependent 
adult child, and parent. This committee recommends the granting of such appli- 
cations for reunion of families in special cases. 


Every applicant shall have the right of appeal against a decision of the Ministry of 
Interior committee, to an inter-ministerial committee which shall be charged with 
the implementation of these recommendations (see below). 


When the Minister of the Interior reaches a final decision regarding an application 
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from a member of the cult, he shall be guided by the recommendation of the inter- 
ministerial committee. 


7. Once recognized status is accorded by the state authorities, in accordance with the 
aforesaid rules, each member of the cult is to be identified and become subject to 
all the State laws with regard to population registration, education, employment, 
health, national insurance, etc. * ! 

i 


8. When the members of the Ministry of the Interior committee have to decide whether | 
or not to grant the right of permanent residence in Israel to all or some of the 
“Black Hebrews,” two years after the “long-term temporary residency” permits 
have been issued, their main consideration shall be to ascertain whether the law 
has been observed de facto during the transition period. Further, they must examine | 
the all-important question of the degree to which the cult has been integrated into 
the State without attempting to endanger the fabric of Israel society and its security. 


3. THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS MOVING THE “BLACK HEBREWS” TO A SPECIAL 
VILLAGE COMMUNITY. 


1. Together with the issuance of legal status to the members of the cult, the committee 
recommends a solution to the housing problem. Although the first matter is not 
necessarily bound up with the second, initial efforts to carry out a plan for their 
resettlement should be made immediately upon the granting of legal status as 
recommended above. In the nature of things, this process will take a long time, 
but the period involved should be kept to the necessary minimum. 


2. All the bodies contacted by the committee agreed that the “Black Hebrews” could 
not be left in their present situation, inhabiting a number of buildings in the heart 
of mixed neighborhoods in Dimona, Arad and Mitzpeh Ramon. We have already 
dealt in detail with the crowded conditions in which they are living, and the ex- 
tensive suffering this causes them and their neighbors. 


There are four options available: 


a) adding new housing units in the present neighborhoods, for the members 
of the cult 


b) _ setting up an agricultural community for the cult 
c) setting up a village community. 


d) setting up a special suburb within the jurisdiction of one of the local authorities 
in the area of their present residence. 


The first option was dismissed outright as being unrealistic. There is no physical 
possibility to add housing units within the present areas in which the “Black 
Hebrews” are living. Furthermore, the cult leaders have frequently expressed their 
wish to gather all their members in Israel together in a single framework. The com- 
mittee is of the view that this request should be met. 


41 


SPOR G EARLS OTN REP REM A OR CeaRe cheat pena nea tcremara sneer 


The idea of establishing a separate suburb in one of the southern towns 1s much 
more acceptable. Its advantages are clear. It is possibly the cheapest solution, since 
it would save expenditure on infrastructure and would enable the members of 
the cult to enjoy orderly municipal services. Moreover, the problem of employment 
could be more easily solved. On the other hand, not one of the heads of the local 
authorities was “enthusiastic” about this proposal. To our regret, the time is not 
yet ripe in social terms for co-existence of groups of population so widely divergent 
in their life-styles. Problems were also forecast in the realm of educational and 
other community services for this special suburb. 


But the consideration which decisively weighed against this proposal was the desire 
expressed by the “Black Hebrews” themselves. Their leaders made a peremptory 
demand for their transfer to a separate site, remote from urban concentrations. 


The leaders of the cult would prefer to have a suitable area allocated for the 
establishment of an agricultural community in a sparsely-populated settlement area. 
There they could set up a kibbutz-style community and earn their livelihood from 
agricultural crops. This option is not feasible because of limitations of land, water, 
and budget resources. After the signing of the peace treaty with Egypt, the only 
area which might be considered for the setting up of an agricultural community 
for the members of the cult is the Arava, but providing a settlement site (for about 
1,500 souls) would require an allocation of extensive tracts of land and a large 
supply of water — an especially limited commodity in this area. 


Furthermore, establishing an agricultural settlement in the Arava would involve 
tremendous expenditure. Organizationally, all the settlements belong to kibbutz 
or moshav movements, with the movement handling investments, loans, guarantees, 
and other forms of financial assistance to the individual settlement. It is doubtful 
whether one of these movements would agree to the affiliation of a “Black 
Hebrews” settlement. 


It should also be remembered that efforts to settle the cult on the land in Liberia 
ended in failure because of the members’ inexperience and lack of capacity to 
engage in agricultural work. 


Thus it appears to the committee that the answer to the problem of resettling the 
“Black Hebrews” lies in the creation of a village community, like the Jewish settle- 
ments in Judea and Samaria. This form of settlement would have an advantage 
in that it could be administered communally by the cult in kibbutz-style without 
requiring the extensive areas of land or large supply of water of an agricultural 
settlement. Most of the members of the cult would take outside work; accordingly, 
this settlement must be located at a reasonable distance from suitable sources of 
employment. 


Similarly, the “Black Hebrews” must be enabled to continue working in crafts and 
light industry, as they are doing successfully at the present time. The combination 
of outside work plus light industry and handicrafts should meet the employment 
needs of the cult. They should also be allocated a small area for the growing of 
organic food, according to their custom. 
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4. The committee does not find it necessary to specify the location of this proposed 
village community. This is the task of the government agencies which deal with 
these matters. Nonetheless, in our view, the area of Ramat Hovev south of Beersheba 
(within the jurisdication of the Ramat Ha-Negev Regional Council) seems to be 
suitable. The community will have to be located close to the phosphate, bromine, 
and other plants planned to rise in the new industrial area. It will then be able to 
meet the increasing demand for labor in this area. 


5. It will take two to three years to plan and set up a community of this size. In order 
to save time, the settlers might be housed, in the first stage, in temporary structures 
(even caravans); they are certainly ready for this. Considering the time and price 
factors, permanent housing must be of a standard permitting good, speedy, and 
comparatively cheap construction. 


6. At a conservative estimate, setting up this community is likely to cost between 
300-400 million Israeli pounds. This financial burden should be divided between 
the government agencies and the “Black Hebrews.” The members of the cult in 
Israel, and especially in the United States, as well as their many supporters in the 
American Black community, are prepared to bear part of the financial burden 
involved. It is vital that this readiness, expressed by the cult leaders and their friends 
in the United States to the chairman of this committee, find practical expression. 
Perhaps it will also be possible to involve the large American Jewish organizations 
in this special task, in view of the great interest they have shown in seeking a fitting 
solution to the problem of the “Black Hebrews.” It would not be fair for the entire 
burden of such a project to be laid on the shoulders of the Israeli tax payers. 


This committee believes that the new community should be set up in stages, with 
active participation by the members of the cult and the mobilization of financial 
support from their sympathizers abroad. 


7. Once the first stage in the construction is completed, it must be ensured that all 
the “Black Hebrews” who are today scattered in Dimona, Arad, Mitzpeh Ramon 
and other places move to the new location within a reasonable time. Their leaders, 
especially Ben-Ami Carter, will have to take responsibility for this. 


4. THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THAT THE LEADERSHIP OF THE CULT UNDERTAKE 
AN UNCONDITIONAL GUARANTEE NOT TO ADD NEW IMMIGRANTS FROM ABROAD 
TO THE COMMUNITY. 


When the leader of the cult, Ben-Ami Carter, met this committee, he was ready to provide a guarantee 
not to add immigrants from abroad to the community. He repeated this assurance several times in 


meetings with the chairman of the committee, when it was made clear to him that such a guarantee 
was a pre-conditon for any solution to the “Black Hebrews” problem. 


Carter emphasized this in a letter sent to the Minister of the Interior, Dr. Joseph Burg, on January 
14, 1979, which is reproduced herewith: 
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Subject: The Community of Black Hebrew Israelites : oe 

In the first place, peace be with you! I write this letter on behalf of all our community residing 
in Dimona, Mitzpeh Ramon, and Arad. I want to set down in writing our feelings and attitudes 
towards the State of Israel and its inhabitants. First of all, we regard ourselves as Israelis bound 
up with the fate of the State of Israel both spiritually and physically. Accordingly, we do not 
wish to do anything which would create problems or distress to the State. That is to say, we are 
not now, and shall not be in the future, negative factors for the State of Israel. I confess, without 
going into details, that when we first came to Israel, we had an outsider’s concept fof Israel?].... 
we will be a productive community for the good of the State.* Accordingly, we ask for your 
understanding and help and for you to give us this opportunity to work shoulder to shoulder. 
You can be assured that we only want to stay in the Land of Israel and to serve the God of 
our fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 


We are ready to agree to conditions which will be fair all round. In addition, if we are so re- 
quested, we shall not add illegally a single person to our community, and we will continue to 
try to convince the State of Israel to accept other [“Black Hebrews’’] only through official 
channels. 1 wish to express our yearning to bring this chapter to a conclusion and to turn over 
to a new and positive page in our relationships. In addition, our community works for the State 
of Israel abroad and can bring about fascinating results in America and Africa. I am sure that 
we shall stand together and every one will benefit from this addition of strength. We stand 
“on high alert” to help and to serve. 


Respectfully yours, 


(signed) BEN-AMI CARTER 
on behalf of the Israelite community 


In accordance with the above letter and various conversations, the “Black Hebrews” are ready to agree 
to the condition of non-attachment of additional immigrants to their cult without government ap- 
proval; but they request that this matter should be reviewed again in a few years’ time. It must be 
made clear to the leaders of the cult that their permanent status in Israel is conditional on the 
scrupulous observance of these instructions, and that any member of the cult found without an 
official document, after the implementation of the recommendations regarding the granting of re- 
cognized status to every individual in the cult, will be deported immediately. 

It is recommended that the law enforcement authorities institute ongoing surveillance of the acti- 
vities of the “Black Hebrews.” This task will be made easier when the recommendations for identi- 
fying and tracing the cult members are carried out. For this purpose, a police post should be set up 
at the new settlement site. % 


* This is a translation of the Hebrew text of the committee's report. The Hebrew text is incomplete at this point. 


end o] 
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5. THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INTER-MINISTERIAL 
COMMITTEE. 


In order to carry out the committee’s recommendations, we propose that the Government of Israel 
appoint an inter-ministerial committee, headed by the Director-General of the Ministry of the Interior 
and constituted of representatives of the Ministries concerned, to supervise the implementation of 
the recommendations and to consider questions which have not been answered in the report of this 
committee. We do not pretend that there are no questions remaining open. The inter-ministerial 
committee will also serve as a board of appeals against decisions of the Ministry of the Interior com- 
mittee on questions of status, as stated above. 


It is desirable that the Minister of the Interior bring the committee’s recommendations before the 
Government for its approval as soon as possible, and that an immediate start be made to implement 
these recommendations in accordance with the priorities we have indicated. The Government is 
also requested to name a minister who will be responsible at cabinet level for the implementation 
of the recommendations as approved by the Government. 


FINAL REMARKS 


We feel that we owe the Minister of the Interior who appointed the committee, and the public, an 
explanation of the delay which occurred in the presentation of this report. 


The Minister of the Interior appointed the committee to examine the problem of the cult which calls 
itself the “Black Hebrews” in accordance with the August 4, 1978 recommendation of the Interior 
and Environment Committee of the Knesset. The Minister asked the committee to complete its work 
and hand in its recommendations within two months. Since then twenty months have passed. 


It immediately became apparent that the time allocated to the committee was too limited, in view 
of the nature of the problem, its complexity, the need to meet with the large number of bodies in- 
volved, and the importance of observing the situation first-hand. However, these were not the only 
reasons for the delay in publishing the conclusions and recommendations. In fact, the committee 
completed most of its work in seven months, and asked its chairman to draw up the report. 


This was a long drawn-out process for two reasons: First, new information about the “Black Hebrews” 
came in from time to time, including classified material about the cult; this could affect the con- 
clusions and recommendations. Second, and this is the major reason for the delay, the final con- 
clusions reached by the committee were the fruit of much difficult heart-searching. More than once 
in the course of the deliberations, the scale tilted in favor of one option or another. In one passage 
in our report, we criticized the delays in the Government’s handling of the “Black Hebrews” problem. 
It may be said, however, in justification of the Government agencies, that this question — with all 
its political, social, legal, and moral implications — must certainly be one of the most difficult ever 
faced by the people of Israel, far exceeding the number of people involved. Accordingly, we too took 
time to weigh the matter carefully until we reached our conclusions. 


Finally, over and above all other considerations, it seems to us that the recommendation to allow 
the “Black Hebrews” to stay in Israel, to grant them recognized status, and to allocate a site for their 
settlement, is basically a moral, humane and Jewish decision. Its speedy implementation, in spite of the 
many difficulties that may be encountered, will be a tribute to the maturity of Jewish society in Israel. 
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January 27, 1981 


ry Press Conference 


1. a) What do you think of BHC? 


b) Do you think it's digestible? 
c) Is BHC philosophy rigid? 


Any closed community with a highly authoritarian structure tends to 
pose problems for wider society in which it exists. This group has 

an ideology which sets it in direct opposition to the values of Israeli 
society. For instance, their self-proclaimed messianic vision includes 
their supplanting the present "illegal" Israeli Jewish regime. 

We can fully appreciate the concern and anxiety that Israelis and Jews 
have, given this peculiar ideology. 


2. If you say it's not race, what is it? 
| a 


BHC appears to be an autonomous sect with "strange" views and a 
controversial purpose leading to fear of the unknown. 


3. What do you think of the BHC's recruitment practices? 


Reports of recruitment practices both in the U.S. and in Israel, which 
break up families and require the surrender of personal assets are 
troublesome. 


Bory Me rere 
~ Saha 
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January 27, 1981 


PRESS RELEASE 


We are an unofficial delegation of U.S. citizens sponsored by Black Americans 
to Support Israel Committee (BASIC) and by the A. Philip Randolph Educational 
Fund. Our group is headed by Bayard Rustin, Chairman of BASIC, and includes 
Alexander J. Allen, Vice President, National Urban League; Charles Bloomstein, 
A Philip Randolph Educational Fund; *Dr. Archie L. Buffkins, Task Force on 
International Higher Education in Israel; Lewis J. Carter III, National Labor 
Director, National Association for the Advancement of Colored People; and 

Mrs. Arthur C. Logan, National Council of Negro Women. 


We have been concerned about the situation here of the Original Hebrew Israelite 
Nation, who are also known as the Black Hebrew Community (BHC) and have come to 
study and research the matter. Since we are Americans, it is not our interest 
to become involved in issues such as "Who Is A Jew," or to influence Israel's 
immigration laws. These are the concern solely of the Israeli people and their 
government. It should be pointed out that Israel's population comes from 102 
countries and speaks 81 languages. These matters are therefore of great concern 
to them. Our concern is for the human rights afforded the Black Hebrews and 
about the treatment of Black people at the various points of entry into Israel. 


We have come to Israel to find out all we can about these matters in the 
brief time we are here, and to report our findings, attached here, to the 
various human and civil rights organizations with which we are connected, to 
all media, and to all others who may be interested. 


We wish to extend our sincere thanks to the many persons, public officials 

and private citizens, who welcomed our concern and who made our stay in Israel 
a most pleasant and productive one. Without this assistance our very difficult 
and sensitive mission would have been impossible. A complete listing of the 
individuals, organizations and agencies with whom we conferred is attached to 
this report. 


* Dr. Archie Buffkins had to return to the U.S. on Saturday, January 24s 1981. Con- 
sequently, he was unable to be present for a number of the more important later 
interviews, nor was he able to participate in the preparation of the final draft 

of this report. Thus, he will not be able to sign the final draft until it is 
delivered to him in the U.S. 


We would like to present to those of you here a brief summary of our findings. 
The full report is attached. 


1. We have found no official racism in Israel and we conclude that racist 
policies are not the reason for the discrimination at the airport and the 
plight of the Black Hebrew Community. We point out, however, that such inter- 
pretations can easily be made, and indeed are made. 


2. The failure to make a policy decision on the Black Hebrew Community has 
an adverse impact on the human rights of the present members of the BHC and 
those who have left it and still reside in Israel. Such failure also has serious 
international implications. Since further delay can only exacerbate these situ- 
ations, we urge the Israeli government to make a prompt policy decision defining 
the status of these persons. Any further delay would be intolerable. Pending 
such decision, we urge the Israeli government to: 
a) provide temporary work permits for all Black Hebrew Community members 
and for all past members still in Israel; 
b) continue present efforts to provide adequate housing for members of 
the Black Hebrew communities. 


3. The situation of the entry points to Israel is clearly discriminatory, 
based on race, and risks being perceived as racism. This is the only area in 
which we found such practices. Our report includes a number of procedural 
suggestions which, if adopted, should help clear up the situation there. 


Thank you. 
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FRIDA AY, JANUARY 19, 1979 


TUE LEVES of blacks in America’s 

urban gnettas are a tale of poverty, 

racism, crime and squalor. Fre- 

quentiy, (herefore, they aeek refuge 
in religiun and messianic culis. 

Such a cult was the Jonestown 

Peopte's Temple in Guayana where, 

wh monihs ago, over $00 mernibers 

ed in a rituai mags suicide. 

‘he shocking event has raised 

tions about cults in general — in 

'§. there are said to be 3,000 

‘ous und non-religious cults, In 

el it has raised questions about 

1,400 Black Hebrews who have 

me to the country during the last 

years, The largest concentration 

in THmona, but membera of the 


sect algo live in Arag, Siitszpe Ramon 
and KBitat 

israeli. gevornmente thicughoul 
these 19 years have failed to doveloz 
a clear policy regarding the group, 
At first {he authorities ( eated Lhem 
with bontgn neglet. Got as their 
numbers grew, and aa their 
presence caused coneern im the 
Negey towns where they rouncen- 
trated, the authorilies were deterred 
from any extreme action — such as 
deportation -- by fear of an- 
tagonizing Blacks in America. 

Three months ago the Minister of 
the Interior appointed a commission 
to examine the situation of the Black 
Hebrews. This commission, headed 


by NRP Kwesset Member David 
Glias, must@erse up with a solution. 
For the lec4l authorities [n Dimona 
and Arad ave no longer prepared to 
acvept the <atus quo. 

The Black Hebrews are equally 
diesatisfied. They want to be 
relercated in a settlement of thelr 
uwh Sofartie Ministry has not beon 
prevarcd ‘o recommend such 
resettlement! of the group. most of 
whom arc in Israe) illegally and are 
American clizens. 

A team of Jerusalent Powl 
reporterg - Joan Borsten, David 
Richardson, Zvi Ben Nuhum --- has 
in recent veeks investigated the 
Black Hebraws and their problema. 


THE JERUSALEM POST 


The team was hampered by the 
reluctance of the authorities, in- 
cluding the police and the Interlor 
Ministry, to cooperate with this fact- 
gathering effart. But it wag spurred 


by the allegations of neighbours and > 


former cult members, who express- 
ed fears about the cult's values, 
behaviour and control over its 
members, and by local officials in 
Dimona and Arad who want ihe 
Biack Hebrews removed from their 
towns. 

In a series of five articies, in- 
cluding an interview by Harry Wall, 
with the cult’s leader, Ben-Ami 
Carter, The Jerusalem Post will wy 
to present the facts and the issues. 


<i aap ter RUN PSOE ARRAS REIT IC CE CHAO RE AIRE EONAR OI OOOH IED 


Jere we prophets? Hew were we to 
vu that so many would want to 
ne here?" . Yehudit Huebuer, 
ruty Director General of the 
‘cior Ministry, January 1679 


fw BLACK HEBREWS are a 
\lively small and obscure group 
American atandarda 
cretive and Insular, they are rul- 
a charismatic leader who haa 
nthem «new, purposeful tdentl- 
y promising them utopia 
.€ group emerged in Chicago in 
zarly 1960s, when several ghetto 
ngelists began preaching Black 
omahsm grafted onto a form of 
4Istn aa a way out of the Brack 
‘rican predivament. They main- 
ead tnat Black was not only 
atiful but aise the coluur of the 
‘red Old Testament patriarchs 
‘formed 8 covenant with God. 
on Ami Carter and Shaleak Ben- 
1uda, founders of the Biack 
prewa, went a step further and ad- 
-ated Black Ziontam: The 
efathers of their followers had not 
ot ‘the law," they said, and had 
isequently been punished with ex- 
and slavery low, in anticipation 
Armagegedcn, all Black Hebrews 
ist returr to their original 
opmeland, Israel 
Cpereting out of the Abesita 
febrew Cultural Centre on 47th and 
Juttage Grove, the two men 
vuccessfully proselytized several 
hundred Biack Christians, Black 
Moslems, and Blacks who con- 
ndered themselves Jews but for the 
oat part had not converted. By July 
‘' {sey had persuaded 134 
>vers tu “ser ah their worldly 
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possessions, pick up their crosses, 
and accept the guidance of their 
prophecies by moving to Liberia." 

“Just ag our people when they 
came out of ancient Egypt could not 
enter directly into Israel,’ Carter 
explained several years ago, ‘‘alzo 
at the end of this captivity we could 
not enter directly into israel. There 
were certain mores of the decadent 
aoclety of America -- modern Egypt 
— which had to be cast off in the 
wiidecness "' 

There were defections, But most of 
the group, which setiled on a 1,200- 
dunam tract 80 miles from 
Monrovia, weathered two years of 
Liberia's shaky economy, pelmitive 
conditiuns, and atterapts by govern 
ment officials to deport them 

Carter and Shaleak used the 
African sojourn to help the group 
‘‘shake off the shackies of 
Negrotisin,’’ They strengthened 
their followers morally and 
spiritually and transformed them 
from stereotype ghetto Blacks inio a 
proud, cohesive, obedient “nation ” 
They were distinct from other 
“nations’’ by virtue of the:rr 
vegetarianism, strict moral code, 
coleurful dress and Hebrew names, 
not to mention their still-evolving 
religious philosophy. 


AT THE END of 1967 the cult 
leadership sent one of its members, 
Charles Blackwell, to Israel, ‘to spy 
out the iand like a modern day 
Joshua."‘ Blackwell, a former 
Chicago foundry worker who today 
is the head of the Black Hebrew com- 
munity {a Arad, went to Kibbutz 
Ma'aharot as a volunteer and 
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remained there for 18 months. He 
observed kibbutz communal life, 
probed the nuances of the Law of 
Return ag it applied to Falagha 
Jews, learned to speak Hebrew 
fluently, and reported back — in the 
words of Carter -— ‘on the waya and 
custoins of the people currently Iiv- 
ing in The Land." 

‘Then four other Black Hebrewa -- 
Willy and Tekta Butler, Gloria 
Verner and her son David - entered 
Israel in August 1968 as tourists 
After a reunion with Blackwell at 
Ma’‘abarot, the five were brought to 
Ared, {hen a new development town 
bring populated selectively, by 
Divid Maimun, head of the Arad 
Employment Offtee, and Uzi 
Haimovich seeretary of the loval 
council 

The Blacks were given work and 
housing; ¢very effort was made ta 
absorh them inte the community ~- 
even when it beeame cvident that 
they were nat, as had originally been 
claimed ai the Development Areas 
Referral Ventre, ‘Falasha Jews who 
had spent time in the U,S."' 

ir Wovember 1969, while their 
Jewishness wag still being debated 
by the Religiuus Affairs Ministry, « 
second group, mostly women and 
children, appeared before officisis 
at Lod Airport. Calling themselves 
Black Hebrew Israelites and ciaim- 
ing that their ancestors had been ex- 
iled from Israel 4,000 years age, they 
asked to be admitted to the country 
as immigrants under the Law of 
Return. They purposely gave am- 
biguous anawers to questions about 
their Jewishness. 

Morris Loundsa, Jr. a Black 


American who wrote his doctoral 
theais on the cult, belleves that in 
asking for adnilssion under the Law 
of Return, while not specifically 
stating that they were nut Jews, the 
Black Hebrews thought they were 
boing verv clever, It was not their 
responsibility, the cult leadership 
subsequently fold Lounds, ff tha 
Tsrarli authoridies did not catch onto 
their ruse, 


THE INTERIOR MINISTRY'S 
deouty director-general, Yehudis 
Huebner, who is in charge of the pop- 
ulation registration department, 
recalls that the government was un- 
mure of what status to give this ge. 
eond group: F 

‘host were women and children : 
who had no financial resources,!' she 
gaya. “They told ug they had ‘come 
home’ to be free and not slaves in 
Amorica, and that they had been 
thrown vut of Liberia. We decided to 
investigate the matter and gave . 
them temporary heuging and three- 
month-visas in the meantime," 

ix Dimona, the Negev develop. 
ment town with experience in abgor- 
bing Jews from various 
backgrounds, the exotic Blacks were 
welgorned with open arms. They 
were given 12 flats in the Niteahon 
neighbourhood, as well as loans for 
food and furniture. The ‘children’ 
were admitted to local schools and - 
jobs were found for the adulta. as 

Four months later — in March 1970' 
— a third group, claiming to be the ; 
fathers and husbands of the Black | 


Hebrews living in Dimona, arrived | ‘ 


in Israel. Among them were Cartef” . 


ant Shaleak. Interlor Ministry off As A RESULT new members aie’ cpaestlt 


ficials had by then completed thelr 
investigation and decided — aa the 
national press had before ther — 
that the Black Hebrews were not 
Jews. However, sines the Interior 
Ministry wag reluctant to break up 
families, it allowed the newcomefs 
to be admitted ag tourists, 
stipulating that they were not en- 
itied to housing privileges. The 70 
men were taken'in by the families” 
already living in Dinona, and they 
caused considerable overcrowding. 
Early in 1971 yat another group 
arrived. This thme it was the Housing 
Ministry that assumed responsibility 


for the, newcomers. THe Mitzpa” | 


“Ramon municipality waa.toid that 11 
“Black Jewish families" wanted to 
#ettle in the Negev. - 

*. "We took thém piadly, with “no 


‘thought 1o their: ¢olour,” says mm a 


Migzan, who Was deputy mayor -at 
the time. “It méant another lot of 


homes would be Nt up each night in | 


our town," 
The group's ranks awelled as new 
recruits arriving fram the 0.8, on 


‘tourist visaa were quickly absorbed. 


in Oetober 1071 an estimated 250-860 


.Black Hebrews were living in Israel, .: 


\nost of them iMegaily. It was then 
‘that the Interior Ministry. decided to 
take a hard ling. Airport officials 
were ordered to turn back any Black 


‘Hebrews arriving without, a return: 
 ficket or sutticient ‘funds, ' and the ° 


Beersheba office’ of the Interior 
Ministry was ‘instructed. not te ex: 
tend the tourist visas of those whos. 
wished to “continue visiting’ friends 
and relatives: in Dimona. 
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ed with round=telp ° fickets and auf: 
ficlant funda, Wittually none ef. 
them atiemnte to renew their visas. 


The Interior (Ministry then dedided 


om HE 1972 -— bat no more Black 


Hebrews were to be allowed inte the - 


country, buigave uo guidelings ‘on 


how to di Hagulah _ between. cult, 


meinvers-and legitimate Black 
tourists. New reeruits circumvented 
airport , sorbaiithe by pass sping 
themselves: “Obs | 48 louriets at 


pUleriog: ‘intent: “on _baptteiing thelr: 


Shildran th the Jordan." 

This led to lengthy intebrogatioris 
and consideratle harasarient tay all 
Blacks entering? Israel —~ Amory: 
them Bayard Rustin, (ane of Israel's 
strongest supparters in the 
American Bladk, Aonrmunity }.. pind, 
actor Lou Goaget (of “Roots'* fame, 
who claims hé was pulled from 
passport edmbrol Tikes | six timer yah 
thafa gut wag’ held td his head), 
@ven the world head of the’ Bahai. 
faith was wabledted to similax in- 


dignities, |. i 


At the same, time, the Intertor 


Ministry begart t6 issue deportatt 


ordérs and’ sole ce £0 “expel” tn 
tnembers whope - 


to 
urab visas ALS YAS ete! Re 
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Interior Ministry took an ostrich-like 
stand, burying its head in the sands 
of bureaucratic indecisiveness. 
Only those Black Hebrews con- 
victed of petty crimes or involved in 
the Axe Murder (an intra-cult aquab- 
ble which resulted in one Black dy- 
ing from hatchet wounds) were 
deported. The others were left {n | 
legal mbo — without identity cards 
' rights or responsibilities, —«. ; 
When 66 Black Hebrews renoneed ; 
‘thelr American gitizenship? in" 
_ November, 1978, the tee ae 


| though the U.S. Embassy: clais 
Israel was now legally 5 reapoiy 
: for them. ©} ‘ q Bar i 
; Complaly fealdeni 

; and ve ree scm 


ve  olae, 
| oaurped : bile. cre 
answered “Or. were, investigy 
| one of: peneral. ) eomunit 
| reached, nd a. 
Meanwhile, oulk. mer 
' tinued to get past airtort- 
, sd make their sath Aob F 
| according. ko one relinbie’ etl 
“there are least, 1,400 RleH 
' Hebrews livi ic srael. , ae 
exact numbe. — atiknowh | Zitse ; 
they were nv ~ issued ieontty <) 
ecards and do have to teglater 
births. Se 
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NEWSBEAT/Black Hebrews I 
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American Blacks, Jews intervene with Israel 


By JOAN BORSTEN 
“Tie State of Israel is racist to the 


care te call for a full boycott of 
Isrue:, us products, and ws tourist 
ventures,’ —- Asie] Ben Israel, 


“Minisier of the Hebrew Nation of 
laraelites.’’ in an interview with the 
“New York Amsterdam News,” Ge- 
tober 1977. 


SOON AFTER his arrival in Israel in 
March 1970. Ben-Ami Carter, the 
spiritual leader of the Black 
Hebrews, made it clear to Israelis 
that his followers were not, a8 some 
rabbis stated, ‘‘dark-skinned 
brethren who practised Judaism ac- 
cording ta Ashkenzai tradition.” No, 
they were Hebrew Israelites, a 
‘nation’’ whose identity, culture, 
history and language had been stolen 
by those who call themselves Jews. 

Carter announced to all who would 
listen that there was a world con- 
apiracy to conceal from his followers 
their true identity aa the original 
Hebrews of the Bibie. At a series of 
press conferences he laid claim to 
the Land of Israel ‘‘to the fullest ex- 
tent of its biblical boundaeriea,"’ 
declared that a miliion more Black 
Hebrews were getting ready to 
‘‘come home’’ to Israel, and 
predicted that Armaggedon would 
eccur in September 1977. 


After a period of catastrophe, 
pestilence, and famine, he declared, 
the Black Hebrews would be 
restored to God's favour and world 
leadership. From their capital in 
Jerusalem, ‘‘Northeast Africa," 
Carter prophesied, the Blacks would 
be a guiding light for the African 
eontinent and the entire world. He 
himself would lead them as the 
measiah. 

Black Hebrews who had arrived in 
Israel before him and had become 
amenable to conversion were 
brought back into line, and 
friendships with ‘‘non-believers’’ 
were terminated. Any attempts by 
cult members to integrate into 
Israeli society were discouraged by 
Carter. Children were withdrawn 
from government schoois in order to 


_be educated in the ways of the 


“Kingdom of God.’’ Relations 
between Jews and Blacks 
deteriorated as the cult appropriated 
public bomb shelters for classrooms, 
maternity wards, and wedding haus. 
The group's rock band, ‘‘The Soul 


" Messengers,”"" practised until late 


each night, ignoring conplainta from 
neighbours. 

The Black Hebrews also mounted 
what locals described as a “hate and 
terror campaign."' After the Housing 
and Absorption Ministries refused to 


allocate them additional apartments 
tbecause they were not citizens or 
imraigrants}, Blacks attempted 
forcefully to occupy several flats and 
then an agricultural site opposite 
Kibbutz Beit Kama. 


WHEN THE Interior Ministry refus- 
ed to issue special work permits for 
them (because they were in the 
country as tourists) 30 Blacks, 
watched by a television team and 
foreign correspondents, entered a 
Dirnona supermarket, filled their 
baskets with approximately $1,000 
worth of goods, and refused to pay 
the bill. Derogatory remarks about 
the Israelis were coupled with anti- 
Semitic comments and charges that 
the ‘‘whites’’ were impostors. 

The local press dismissed Carter 
as a trouble-maker and a crackpot, 
but In the international media the 
preacher made headlines as the 
spokesman of a group of Black 
“Jews'' discriminated against by the 
“racist’ Israelis, ‘‘forced’’ by the 
government to Hve 20 per flat, 
“banned"' from public schools and 
public health facilities. 

In the U.S., Individual cult 
members who had been deported 
from Israel or turned back at the air- 
port mounted a parallel public 
relations campaign, taking their 


case to the Black press, the Commis- 
sion for the Elimination of Racism, 
the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, the Organization of 
African Unity, the Arab League, and 
the United Nations Ad Hoc Com- 
mittee on Palestinians. 

The ‘‘New York Amsterdam 
News,'' the largest circulation Black 
newspaper in the U.S., frequently 
reported the anti-Israel charges and 
supported the cult editorially A 
Black radio station in Chicago 
devoted many evenings to the group 
and, according to one source, '‘made 
constant references to ‘Brother 
Sadat' and his ‘coming war to kili the 
evil beast,’ while pledging further ef- 
forts to ‘join the nation in Dimona.’ 

Israeli hasbara efforts in 
American Black communities were 
torpedoed. Moshe Gilboa, the Isracii 
Consul-Generai in Atianta, com- 
plained that the ‘'furor over the case 
of the Black Hebrews had harmed 
Israel's image among Negroes inthe 
American South’’ and had also 
harmed ‘‘the good relations which 
exist between Jews and Blacks inthe 
South.” so 


THE ANTI-SEMITIC, anti-Israel 
crusade was documented by the 
Anti-Defamation League of the B'nai 

(Continited eu page f cot 3) 
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Tp'rfh in Nésw.3 
Thidk pile of n 
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“Chicago Tribune,” “Chicago Sun 


Times,’ “Miami. Herald,'’ 
“Baltimore Sun," and ‘“New York 
Daily Mirror" — are flyers publish- 
ed for dissemination in the ghettos, 
pamphlets, and a letter written in 
December 1973 to all Black con- 
gresamen by § Shaleak Ben -Yehuda, 
one“of the séct’s-two, fouriders and 
then the.Black: Hebrew’'s. “Chargé 
d’ Affaires" in Jérusalem. |. 

-“Phe Black-Community in 
America shouldbe “aware that the 


allocated: hs Jewis of Israel 


government of the United States has - 


. 


Another item in the ADL filles is an 
,,Petober 1977 ‘Amsterdam News” in-' 
erview with Asiel Ben Israel, 
-OMinister of the Hebrew Nation of, 
™ taraelites,” who charges that the 1,- 
000 Blacks living in Dimona are 
“kept in total, complete isolation — 
they cannot leave, and any person 
who tries to visit them is refused en- 
try. If they persist, they are jailed 

and deported as were we.” 

It is significant that this is the 
most recent clipping of ita sort in the 
ADL file. In the last 12 months the 


Black Hebrews have refrained from — 


attacking the State of Israel and its 
“racist'’ policies. 


ACCORDING to authoritative 
sources, the Black Hebrews’ silence 
is the result of a meeting held last 


"November in Dimona with Bayard 
“Rustin, orie of Israel's strongest sup- 


porters in the American Black. com- 
munity: Rustin reportedly. told 

arter to change his tone, and 
~-ptomised to take the cult's case to 
as fifends at the Ameri¢an’ Jewish 


is del, oe sees) 
isiont to writg 


assistance with the booking and 
business aspects of the ‘jSoul 
Mreacneera 7” 

There should, ea disaquasion with 
thé ‘Interior Ministry as to the 
feasibility of relocating the Black 
Hebrews on a kibbutz where they 
could produce “vegetarian food" for 
the cities of Israel. 

* Former members of the Dimona 
community who have been deported, 
but still have wives and children in 
Dimona, should be allowed brief 
visits to their families prior to the 
resolution of the problem. 

* Both the government and the 
leadership of the Dimona communi- 
ty should refrain from making 
critical statements for a period of six 
months. 

As a result of this tetter, 
which was never acknowledged by 
Burg, the Histadrut extended 
membership facilities to the Black 
Hebrews. And on March 7, 1978, a 
thoroughly reformed, conciliatory 
Shaleak Ben Yehuda (author of the 
1973 letter to Black congressmen), 
informed Rustin and ‘‘other par- 
ticipants in the Dimona conference"’ 
that ‘both communities in the land 
of Is¥ack..are now coming together 


, in one spirit, ‘a apirit of 


righteoustiess:..moving in this direc- 
‘tion our conimunities can be 
- goadwill.ambassadors. in Israel and 
’ the Jewish communities, speaking in 
synagogués ori dndnternational level 
, Herquphoul, We world." 


tiembrdndum states 
ebrews: 

? drut | membership 

OF devotion’ at this point in 


‘hits 

"es Wish io? be™'ageepted fully ‘as 
citizerisiof the State of Iarael with all 
the Sep and pers tries this 


* agree to refrain from critical 
comments for seven months. 

Bernard Resnikoff, the Israel 
representative of. the American 
Jewish Committee, attributes the 
Black Hebrews‘ volte-face to a 
genuine change in altitude. Carter, 
says Resnikoff, is not the same 
belligerent spokesman of two years 
ago Now he is friendly, affable, 
pacific, reasonabie. 

Both Forster, who has interviewed 
the Black Hebrews for American 
radio and visited them in Dimona, 
and Zev Furst, director of the ADL’s 
Israel office, have not been con- 
vinced that ‘any meaningful change 
has occurred in the attitude of the 
Black Hebrews toward Israel and 
the Jews '' ‘‘We wish it were 
otherwise,’ savs Furst. 


The third instalment of this series will 
appear tomorrow 
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Cult’s cri 


derusalem Past Stuff 


ARIK GRACEFUL, turbaned 

amen, clad in modeat ankle-length 
| gowns, radiate an inner peace. The 
tall, athletic men, wearing distine- 
ve knitted akullcapa and fringed 
Atrican-astyle dashikis, perform even 
the mogt menial of tasks with a senae 
af purpose. The children are carbon 
eopies of their exotic parenta — hap- 
py, healthy and bursting with self- 
confidence. 

Yet interviews with former cult 
members, interviews with some of 
the Americans, Israeliz, and Black 
sews who have keen allowed to 
whserve -the cammuniiy, indicate 
that Hfe in the Black Hebrews’ 
“Kingdom of God’ may not be ali 
thet sublirne. The rules are strict, 
compliance mandatory, dissent not 
tolerated, and discipline severe. In 
the past two years there have been 
claims, some of which have reached 
the press, of unresolved dis- 
appearances, inveluntary confine- 
-ment, chiid brutality, conflacated 
resources and passports, and ex- 
treme paranoia among the sect's 
leadership. 


“At first being with the Dimona 
group was very good,’ remembers 
M. a forrner Black Hebrew. ‘EF 
thought it would work out. Most peo- 
ple were Hke me, black Jews or 
blacks .wh6' considered themselves 
Jews. What we wanted was to atay in 
the Land. I don’t know about the 
others, but even in the Statea I did _ 
quite @ bit to campaign for ferae] 
whendt frat got atarted. 


: 'Phings atarted to. change a few 
‘years before that 1977 deadline, 


- which. they said wag going fa mean. 


‘the end of the world (Ben-Ami | 


’ Carter, spiritual leader of the Black * 
’ Hebrews had predicted a War of Ar- |: 


mageddon which would destroy thé 
forces of evil and restore his sect to | 


world power). The place got crowd- 
ed with lots of newcomers, different © 
: from |) us. They started ero 
‘Carter. messiah, putting his plotune £ 
; upon the wall. They'd tell people to - 
5 believe In them and what they were 


brainwashing them, get & make’ 
ite fangs: pore mented Ae “‘religion) » ms Black 


Som you real bad, : 
+ whey started this polygamy 


> ¢ & 


UCLCS C 


Neweibniar; Black Hebrews ta 


thing, letting the men take up te 
seven wivee, and never letting the 
old wives get used to It. Pebple were 
beaten if they whined about going ta 
work or if they were lazy. Children, 
tec. Gy they'd tell them ‘go' and put 
them ocut-for 4¢ days to wander in the 
desert. Or we'd ali go to this moun- 
tain near Dimona and he'd make the 
people step forward, if they'd heen 
asking ‘why this’ or ‘why that’. You 
can't aak questions. A lot goes on you 
just arcn’t supposed to know about. 
Carter would pretend he was going 
to run those people out. Then they’d 
gtart crying and saying, ‘someone 
have merey upon me'.’ 

Other observers of the sect also 
noted that the group has changed 
significantiy since members first 
arrived in Israel in late 1989. Some of 
those who preceded Carter to Israel, 
fur instance, considered themacives 
Jews and some even had agreed to 
undergo halachic conversion. 

It ig also clear that, until et least 
1978, the Black Hebrew communitiep 
mm Arad and Mitzpe Ramon func- 
tioned autonomously from Dimona, 
Arad was even considered by some 
observers to be a breakaway group. 
It was friction among the three com- 
munilies that led to the 1972 “Axe 
Murder.'' Cult members from Arad 
and Mitzpe Ramon, wanting to join 
Carter, were rejecteg on the grounds 
that a new influx of believera would 
“aggravate Dimona’s problems. A 
_ Clash, invelving six Black Hebrews, 
‘ fallowed and resulted in the death 
’ from hatchet wounde of Cornell 


- Kirkpatrick. Relations were ap- 


parently sg strained. following the 


miurder that some Black Hebrews is 


. Arad and Mitzpe Ramon asked the 
Israeli police for protection 
their fellow Ws aectariane trom | 


* Dimon 


It,seema that.auily--atter~the 
murder did Carter and his second-in- 
command, Ben-¥Yehuda, move to 


himself the ‘megaiah born of the 
aepirit with no mother like other 
mothers.” and Ben-¥Yehuda, “‘en- 
dowed by the Holy Ghost.”' tightenen 
their hold over the group. 

They became stricter about 
matters of dress and drugs. 
Cigarettes ana Hquor (except wine) 
were forbidden. In Liberia. the 
members had become quasi 
vegetarians, Now they were 
prohibited from eating fowl, flah, 
meat, dairy products, refined sugar, 
or soya. Everyone was expected to 
fast on the Sabbath, from sundown 

* Friday to sundown Saturday. Movies 
were banned because of excessive 
sex and violence. 

Gentile or ‘‘slave’’ nares were 
dropped and appropriate Hebrew 
names adopted. Many Black 
Hebrews do not know the origins] 
names under which thetr co- 
religionists entered the country. 

The sect was algo organized as a 
collective. Originally, the group had 
lived one or two farnilies per flat. 
Now up to 20 people shared an apart- 
ment, pooled their resources and 
salaries, 

‘About that time they stopped let- 
ting you read books or newspapers 
or listen to the radio anymore," saya 
M. 

Cult members were encouraged to 
withdraw from all but essential con- 
tacte with Israelis. All outsiders 
came to be viewed as suspect, and in 
particular those who had ‘‘stolen"’ 
the Black Hebrews' true identity, 
namely the Israelis. 


~, Morris Lounds, Jr., the Black 


American political scientist who 
wrote hie doctoral thesis on the cult, 
had interviewed haif of the Black 


Hebrew adults'whern he was accused 


_af being-2 apy, although an unwitting 
one, for the enemies of the Black 
Hebrews. He was not permitted to 
cornplete his research. 

An internal police force was 


: consolidate the three Black Hebrew: ~> organized te:gard the Dimona flats. 


4 communities under ore rele. They 


: brought in new recruiteioyalte their 
: pRilosophy and encoureged. ane 
departure of -of ‘those whe could not 


nationality); Many og the group. At 
the peeme time, Carter. 


Sogn Ble ack Jaw 
ebrew (a- 


proclaiming: 


Lounds reports.that the cult 
leadership believed, the Israeli 


government, Ameri¢én xuthorities, 
and “forces ofevil'! were conspiring 
to bring about the cult's destruction. 
He also saya children were taught 
how to behave in the presence of cut- 
siders and drilled on the ‘‘sorrect"’ 


answers to questions they mignt he 
asked. 

Today, observers say, the Black 
Hebrews heve so withdrawn Into 
themselves that nelther the Interler 
Ministry nor the pelice, nor even 
their ne;ghboura in Dimona, Arad, 
and Mitzpe Ramon. can say with 
assurity that they have any real 
knowledge about the group’a inter- 
nak activities. 


The authorities do not know the ex- 
act number of Black Hebrewa Uving 
in Israe! They de not know how 
many chidren nave been horn here. 
Neighbours say that the mothers 
deliver babies in the bomb shelters 
under their flate while tom-tom 
drums are beaten outside te muffle 
the cries of won:en in labour. 


The exsect number of deaths of 
group members is not known out- 
side Tho Ministry of Health office in 
Beersheba hag signed three death 
certificates in ten years, but the 
Dintona chief of police, Uri Shalev, 
thinks there are about 20 graves 
belonging to the Black Hebrews in 
their cernetery outside Dimona. 

The Israeli residents in Dimona’s 
Shikun Nitzahon ere generally reluc- 
tant to taik about their Biack 
Heorew neighbours. When asked, 
they complain about noise and over- 
crowding. 

Qne Dimona housewife, who for 

ight years has shared a common en- 
trance with some Biack Hebrews, 
was more outspoken: ‘I just don't 
want to know much about them. Like 
everyone else here. I'm scared,"' she 
said. ‘‘I just mind my own businesa." 
She claims that gome of the 
members have disappeared, and 
that she has seen bodies carried out- 
side late at night. This claim waa in- 
Cluded in the High Court brief and 
was also reported ta the Glass Com- 
mission °*‘We see people with their 
heads shaved. We saw a man the 
other day cleaning the patio area on 
his hands and knees with a tiny 
broom. it was his punishment for a 
week. But we don't know what's go- 
ing on. They are really tight-lipped. 
They wouldn't tell us anything if we 
asked." 

The daily lives of the sect 
members (900 in Dimona, 400 In 


charge secrecy, strictness and ‘brainwashing’ 


Arad, 109 In Mitzpe Ramon, and 20 in 
Eilat) are directed by a divine coun- 


ell of 12 ‘princes,’ each zymbolical- | 
ly, representing one of the ancient. 


tribes of Israel. The princes are ap- 
pointed to the council by Carter. 
Lounds writes thet they are ap- 
parently subservient to Carter's 
wishes and that decisions are arriv- 
ed at through consensus rather than 
by majority. The “divine council,‘ it 
seems, is responsible for the con- 
tinuous transfer of Black Hebrews 
between the three localties. 
(Israelis in Arad say that they have 


, 
! 
1 
! 
4 
j 


difficulty knowing the identity of. — 


their Black neighbours because o!| 


the frequent changes. One who live~|__ 


above a Black Hebrew flat says that, 
its occupants are completely rotated! 
twice a month.) 


in Dimona the group maintains an! 
internal security force headed by a! 
minister of defence. A justice 
minister metes out punishment to 
those who transgress the group's 
laws. An interior minister issues 
‘temporary’ identity cards thad 
look official; Negev police have beer 
under the assumption that the cardd 
were printed by the Israei! govern. 
ment. 

An education minister runs th 
“Kingdom School."’ Although Blac 
Hebrew children are free to pela 
Dimona public schcola, they do no 
do so. 

The sect aiso trains its aid 
midwives, carries out circum: 
celsions, and administers herbal 
cures for various illnesses. An: 
thbiotics are not permitted and dis. 
eases are treated by faith healing. 


A finance minister ts in charge of 
the communal budget. Observers oi. 
the group say that the revenue ia 
derived from performances and 
record albums by the rock band, 
profits fram the sale of jewelry and 
leather gooda produced by the group; 
contributions from friends and fami 
ly abroad, U.S. social security 
payments received by individual 
members, and paychecks from 
members employed by Israeli con! 
cerna. Some of the men work at Arad 
ara Dimona textile mills, the Dead 
Sea Works (or “Live Sea" aa ft id 


(Continued an page 4, col. 4) 


RL ORISA Ramee ft SIN Fenn nena 


Cult’s critics charge ‘brainwashing’ 


(Continued trom page 1) 
called by- the group),’. and in con- 
struction ckews. According: to some 
seurces,wwew Members are required 
to transfer control of their American 
eredit cards, bank accounts and 
property to the sect. 

Former members of the group 
have said that followers muat also 
turn over official documents, such as 
passports, to the leadership. Black 
Hebrews who have left the group 
asked the U.S. Embassy to replace 
‘ost’ passports 

“Without a passport it is diffioult 
for an American biack to make {t in 
Israel, unless he is living with the 
group,”’ explains a source close to 
the sect. ‘‘By taking the passports, 
Carter has even a stronger hold over 
the members. The interior ministry 
never deports any Black: living in 
Dimona.”"* 

Carter's deputies also ‘control the 
activities of the group’a branches in 
the two aatellite communities. 
Charles Blackwell ig the Jeader-in 
Arad. He alone dedla with the 
government, the police, banWa, and 
landlords. The first Black Hebrew to 
arrive in Israel, Blackwell penenen 
a legitimate Israeil identity card. 

The leader of the Mitzpe-Ramon 
community :is “Gabriel ‘Bés-larael: 
There, malé members are employed 
by the muhicipality to clean the 


streets and gardens Ben-Israel 
assigns the city Black Hebrew man- 
power and aiso collects all pay 
cheques. 4 

When the Glaas Commission arriv- 
ed in Mitzpe Ramon recently on itg 
fact-finding tour, it asked permis- 
sion te meet with local members of 
the group. Permission was denied 
because Ben-Israe]l was not in town 
and could not be consulted. Neither 
Blackwell nor Ben-Israel can be in- 
terviewed unless permission is first 
secured from Dimona. 

Many single black women join the 
cult seeking just this kind of ex- 
tremely structured. highly- 
organized, male-dominated way of 
life that emphasizes a strict moral 
code. They themselves are often the 
products of broken homes and 
divorces. Some end up leaving, 
however, when they discover that 
among the Black Hebrews, women 
have status inferior to men and are 
separated, at least informaily, dur- 
ing ritual worship and communal ac- 
tivities. 

“All women are expected to do is 
cook, clean, take care of the 
children, sleep with their husbands, 
and produce one baby each year," 
says M. 

“In Dimona, Israeli neighbours 
complain about child-beating among 
the blacks, They report that 


if acai nimi pie nrc 


children, even toddiers, who in- 
nocently accept candy, ice cream or 
other forbidden foods from Israelis 
are beaten severely, as are 
youngsters who whimper or cry 
“They start punishing them for cry- 
ing when they aren't even old enough 
to know better."' says one Dimona 
resident. 

A professional in the health field. 
who has been close to members of 
the group, describes as child abuse 
some of the disciplinary measures 
meted out by cult members in an ef- 
fort to insure that the children comp- 
ly with the Divine Behaviour '' He 
claims that one child he personally 
knows was locked in a bomb shelter 
for a prolonged period of time, suf- 
fering mental damage as a result 

One former member was attracted 
to the sect because she believed the 
men would provide her sons with 
positive male role models: ‘'They 
don't have crime or juvenile delin- 
quency !n the group,’ she says. ‘The 
problem is they are too strict. Half of 
those people are aggravated: 
they're in this thing, they’ve got to 
stay in, so they take it out on the 
kids. They never talk to a child 
Right away they are ready to beat 
them. And when they do, they beat 
the children for hours,"' she claims. 

Several Israelis have reported that 
members of the group who wanted to 


leave it were afraid of the conse- 


quences They shed Tsraciys fz 
temporary shelter and help. 

“We neippd a wurnan who had 
been locked up once for drinking i- 
quor She wae terrified,” a iarmer 
Sherut La‘am volunteer in Gimona 
recalls ‘She wanted out because 
she sind, the ‘vomen there are 
treated “ke slaves She was also 
frightened. So we hud this womanina 
nur flat. supplied her clothes, and got 
her ta Tel Asiv cwhere an Teraell 
helped her leave the country | 

A former member recently said 
that some members of the group 
would leave if they could, but are not 
strong enougn te do so. ‘Some just 
want to live in Israel Tney coud 
work in factories, live in kibbutaim 
end farms,’ sne said “'But the 
leaders got hold of the peapie'’s 
muinds,”* 

The Giass Cormmission :s awace of 
some of these allegations but tends 
to disregard them. Zvi Zilker, mayer 
of Ashdod and a inember_of tne com- 
mission, said: ‘‘We aren't interested 
in what goes on inside the Black 
Hebrew community. Our frame of 
reference is determined by the 
appeal to the Supreme Court by a 
Dimona citizens committee Cur “job 
is to find a selution that wil put an 
end to the friction which has arisen 
in Dimona between the Israelis and 
the Black Hebrews.” 

Te be contir ed) 
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. Ben-Ami Carter: ‘Ultimately the Israelis will join us’ 
Newsbeat/Black Hebrews IV 


By HARRY WALL 


TO HIS 1,400 followers he is called, 
aiternatively, the Prince of Peace, 
the Chosen Prophet, and the 
Messiah. To the faraelf authorities 
and the residents of Dimona he is 
known as Ben-Ami Carter, 
spokesman and undisputed leader of 
the Black Hebrews. 

No real understanding of the 
hermeticaliy-sealed cult can be had 
without some insight into the man 
who shapes ita self image (and their 
view of the “decadent.werld" out- 
side), is the ultimate authority over 
its rigid disciplinary and educational 
systems, and who offers peace of 
mind and eternal salvation to his 
troubled foliowers in exchange for 
their independence. 

Te interview Carter it is necessary 
to pass through measures of protocol 
not unlike those reserved for a head 
of state. Arrangements must be 
made well in advance through a 
“spekesman'’? and reportera are 
carefully screened tor proper 
credentials. 

“You would not expect to meet the 


president of any other nation 
without strict procedures,”” says El 
Yakim Ben Israel in Dimona's 
Shikunat Nitzahon, where the group 
is headquartered. El Yakim, a tall 
and muscular former coliege basket- 
ball player, is the ‘Divine Minister 
of Finance," one of the sect's council 
of twelve elders appointed by Carter 


to administer the affairs of the | 


“mini-nation.” : 

The courtyard of the ahikun is fill- 
ed with the scent of raw aewage, the 
daily accumulation of densely- 
packed apartments housing 20 or 
more members per unit. Later in the 
morning the waste willl be cleaned up 
by a aanitation crew of the sect, 
which has atrict rules concerning 
personal hygiene. 

On the concrete benches are 
seated young black women dressed 
in colourful dashikis and flowing 
jallabias, their blissful countenances 
atriking an incongrnous note amidat 
the squalid environs. Young males 
passing by exchange greetings in 
Hebrew flowing lyrically to the 
cadences of black English. 

After presenting my press creden- 
tials, which are carefully scrutinized 
by Fl Yakim and another man, lam 
taken te a second-floor apartment in 
the neighbourhood and led through a 
curtain into a sitting reom. it is 
sparsely furnished with a few wicker 
chairs, a small table carved from a 
tree trunk, and some African knich- 
knacks, remnants of time spent in 
Liberia. There is no indication of 
overcrowding as by day the slecping 
mats are rolled up and the chiidren 
are outside playing. 

The room is spotless, and the 
aroma of fresh vegetables being 
prepared for lunch wafis from the 
kitchen. Carter is not there. 


a 


Ben-Ami Carter, leader of the Black Hebrews, with followers in 


Dimona, 


The normally secretive sect 
members are even more suspicious 
as ? had arrived the day after a 
national police report on the Black 


(David Rubinger) 


Hebrews was leaked to the press, 

alleging bizarre behaviour and 

criminal activitles by the group. 
Following a thorough, but polite, 


interregation of my aims, I am toh 
that Carter will soon be coming. 
How, I ask, was Carter chosen t 
lead the group. “You kxow thi 
deliverer ty his works,’ El Yakin 
cryptically angwers. | 
‘What are the works?" 


“He has led us out of the land of op 
pression (USA) and from thi 
Liberian wilderness to the Promiseé 
Land," says the bearded sectarian 
*And he has purged us of our bac 
habits and superstitions. He is our 
Moses.”’ 

The conversation is periodical 
interrupted by a young man, 
presumably in direct contact with 
Carter, who has additional questions 
about my visit. A corpulent woman 
quictly serves tea flavoured with 
honey : refined sugar is prohibited by 
the sect's dietary laws), and I spend 
the remaining time discussing the 
#roup’s economics with the 
‘“‘minister of finance.” 

Presentiy, Carter enters the room 
unannounced, dressed in a blue 
dashiki and a white turban wrapped 
around his afro-cut hair. I am atarti- 
ed by his youthful appearance and 
delicate features, not what I had im- 
agined for the omnipotent head of 
the group. 

Carter is a handsome, bearded 
man of slight build, sharp profile 
accentuated by high cheekbones, 
and long, siender fingers. His 
almond-shaped green eyes radiate 
warmth and gentleness. His manner 
of speech is soft and precise. He 
chooses his words carefully, and, 
responds patiently to questions. A 
man accustomed to deference, he 
bears himself with undeniable 
authority. 

For the purposes of the interview, 

(Contlnued an page & cal. 4) 
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(Conthiated from page 1) 
Carver admite tu veing 38 yoars old, 
but he dlsralssea age aa irrelevant 
socuuse of hia bellef in lumertallty. 

‘We are phasing out death and are 
eu tha path toward solving the 
mysterics of everlasting life," he 
save simply. ‘The Bible shows thie 
aome ot the prophets ved to be 900 
years old. lam positive that, tollow- 
ing the way of rightecusnasa, some 
of our people will Uve to be 600." 

Shifting eaally froas mysiios) 
Leliefs to peasant concerns, Carter 
strongly denies all the allegations of 
criminal conduct in the sect. "They 
wre complately talse,’ he declares 
flatly." “They smack of the garac Rind 
Of pollen atiitude and discrimination 
ae splayed toward black people in 
America,”' 

“Uf chese ds gomething to the 
report, why haven't the pollee come 
tous," he declares, “Ivay, cheek our 
secord, and then put the cards an the 
table,’ ots voice rising fur the Srat 
time. - 

He dove adantt, however, that 
members of the sect have entered 
the sountey under ilugal of- 
CU ANC Ee, US sing telee | pAgaperte or 
infentionaly staying after thelr 
fourtat visua have aspired. 


Wher 4 mean is theeing from the 
land of oporession, he will take 
whatever twieasures he can te Jetr 
the Mingdom of Ged,” (This is the 
term used oy tha Black Uebrewa io 
deacrtbe thelr movement} 

Carter compares the illegal en- 
triea of his followers to similar face 


tics used by Jewish refugees during - 


the Mandatory period. ‘They had to 
throw their Vanaports overboard 
when the British {napected the im- 
migrant ships.’ 


What about neighbeurs whe claim 
lo hear Joud scréams frem the 
born bshalters? 

“The ghellera are where our 
women deliver their babiag, 
Sometimes thé mothers ahriek from 
the vain,’ he repiles, ; 


Carter denies that enioeus 


wiahing to ieave the grovp are held 
againgt thelr will ° 


“We do have some ‘yerida’,'t ha’ 


saye. “but only try te atop drop-outs 
Ky moral persuasion, And if we ean't 
convince them to remain, we will 
even take them to the airport.” 

Carter claims that the agw 
meroberd arrive tn Tsraed iy 
peverished ‘All they bring are gino. 
ty pockets, hcarty of pain, anda mul 
titude of problems," He disuvows 
receiving large sans of roney fram 
the United States or, as ban been 
atleped, from Arab nationg. 
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“Cer condition is known hi higa 
places and we du have paople in ayry- 
pathy with owt movement, But we 
aeither seek, nor desire, money fran 
abroad, Money onlv contuaes 
(dunes, he adds. “But anyones who 
can, pays ‘tithes!’ of 0 per cent of hla 
esraings to the communicy." ; 

sartec has repestedly stated hia 
belief in nis group's ultimate agcen- 
daney to the power structure in 
farvel. He ia miffed about being Jett 
out of the Middle Hast peace talks, 
“How cau (Jdimony> Carter and 
Bogin conduct nemaotlations about the 
future of this iund withuud taking tis 
into consideration,” he agke te al} 
earneaiiansa, 

“She prokerm dla nok with the 
Egypiinus or Palesiiniang,”’ ae cun- 
tinues. ‘lt is that we are choses for a. 
Apectal mission -— to Dring 
righteounnens to the world, Tine frst 
ainp toward that is the petits lahment 
of the Kingdom of God here nt tweed, 
fecan whieh siehtuougsness with 
Shanate tool the oatlong. 

“he dulcera Wk rican sounneas” 
loving large in Carter s thoughia and 
appaars to stand fe; the get of beliefs 
hat exvpurdios the Wlack Heorews 
trom toe evil dastiiutions and dees. 
agent socivlies outside 

The ecists in Ivan was algo predia- 
table acuarding to the Carter world. 
View, “Oran is caught up in the 
propuccies of God, The guiding 
peophecies from the Bible have 
taken the people chere along their 
path." 

Carter's bellef in his ability io help 
shape world events has apparently 
grown with the Increaged tontral he 


‘hoe exercised in recent yeara te 


galvanize hia followerg.' 
“My role has evolved and ghanged 


progressively," he gaya, “TL have a, 


prophetic mission! to, full ‘To om 


_ tablish the Kingdom of:Gad. ae 


Strong words from arian who, ‘ten ‘ 


yeirs ago, was & storefront preacher | 


in Chicage's southside, 


Very Hitic le known about. Carter’ a 
American past, According ‘to an ° 


authoritative source, he was horn. 
Gerson Parker and raised in ‘the 
Phettoes of north Chicago, Following 


a trade school aducation he worked : 


for a while as a metailurgist. 

Thia information wag diacevernd 
by Morris Lounda, the blagk 
Americes soclologist who lived for a 
lume with the Dimon group and 
wrote lus PLD. thesis on the sent 
Adeording to ‘Lounds, Parker's 
Carter) venservans with his 
prophetic desiiay came one dav ia 
Chicago whea an elderly man ap- 
proached hum at a water fountain 
ane asked if he had “eard of the on- 


: he 
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BEN- AMI CARTER 


1, 


cleat Black Israelites, 

This apparently was the ‘sl 
that moved Carter ta organize the 
Biackh Hebrew movement at the 
Abeita Culture Center, one of the 
many evangelical churches dotting 
the Chicaga ghettoes. There, 
members were recruited for the 
journey inte the WGiberian 
“witdernesa’’ In preparation for 
deliverance to the Promised Land. It 
has, from the beginning, been a fun- 
darriental jenet of the group that the 
first and only authentic Israelis were 
black people who were exiled from 
fsrael over 4,000 yeara ago, It was 
the mission of the otoneering nucleus 
tu restore the land to its proper 
CRT, 

Carter arrived in Dirmiona in 1976 
with the third group of families and 
soon after vssumed control ag ine 
oclf-dvslenated messiah. ‘No ron 
van pasa fnte salvation of the 
almighty God exeept he come by the 
door, And Tam that door,’’ Lounds 
quoted Carter as saving, Tt ta met 
glear why he changed his name to 
Carter, althoweh Lounda attributed 
this to a behef In a mystical peat 
wherein the sect leader had been 
reincarnated several times with 
different names. 


Tue pattern of Carter's rise, then, ' 


purallels that of charismatte leadera 
of other avtoeratic cults. From 
obscure origing he has visen to @ 
position of absolute authority, sere 


ving as guru and father figure to his |’ 
unquestioning acolytes by means of . 
an‘unchailenged claim to divine ine - 


aspiration. 

Carter's present concern is to get 
the group dat of the overcrowded: 
apartments in Dimona, Arad, 
Mitazpe Ramon. “We would like 
have our own agricuitural sattien. 
ment where we can ralee 


organically-grown fruits and. 
vegetables,” he aays. ‘We also waht . 


the rights and ‘privileges of, other 
citizens living in Israel." 


Indications are thet the Giass | 
Commission (the public inquiry body © 


headed by MK David Glass looking 
into the matter of the Black 
Hebrews) favours 2 similar solution, 
probably a settlement somewhere in 
the Arava. Under thie arrangement 
the group would be given mobile 
homes, electricity, water and 
preaumably the same government 
assistance extended to other 
settlements, 

The commisaion would also 
recommend giving legal residency 
status to those Black Hebrews 
presently living in Iarael. 

In exchange for this arrangement, 
Curter hag committed himself to 


the land. It's reailzation; he avers: 
_will not depend tipatt coebsion, ong 

: Movement will apréad tuiurally-aa. 
’ others recognize'the eRe aoe vot, 


" our ways." 


- Vegetarianigm;. faith: healings 


prep gt new members from join- 
ing the seat, in & bid to Ment the 
arrival of Wegal immigrants. ‘Wa 
are the only ones that know wha the 
(prospective membera) are. We will 
Roop to our and of the bargain,” he 
ares 

Carter, wha y acknowledges to hay: 
ing three wives and fifteen ohlfdren, 
sidesteps the question of stopping the 
group's practise of polygamy, which 
iy contrary to Iaragli law. 
“Polygamy {3 a negative term ured 
by the Weat to deseribe a part of 
é&irican clvilization. We find if 
strange that @ man has one wife 
whoin, be can't control,’ he says, 
erltigiaing the high rate of divoreadn 
Western societies. (‘We de not per- 
mit divorcee In our kingdom.’ 

Wouid the group be willing ta stop 
recrulting fellow blacks in the 
United States if given 4 settlement 
and Jegal cosidency as the Glase 
Commission may racommond? 
Carter affisma that it would and 
that, instead of progletyzing in 
America, ‘We will grow trom births 
and by vonveralong to the movement 
by otherg who have seen the 
righteousness of our ways." 

in previous statements to the 
preis, Carter has declared that 
“there are two milHon Black 
Israclites in America waiting to | 
come home aoon,’’ Geapite thig axe: 
aggerated figure there are probably . 
many Americans whe have been | .. 
urged to join the laradit: dommunity.- 

Carter is. sonvinead’ that His)” 
prophetic messianic. mbgaion will’ “ube 
timately -be, recogriived ‘throw oI 


adherence to the group's doctrites: 
abatiience from. smoking, : drinking"; fs 
aleoholl¢ baverages and using phar< (5 
maceutical drugs, -and complete’  ~ 
isolation from tha “contaminating | 
influences” of the outaide world. : 
“Yam positive the nation will enn |. 
ask us to assist in the structure of the. 
land,” he deciercs, One of his tirat: - 
acts in office, says Carter, will he te - 


‘eloge down the cigarette factories in 


the country. 

What happens to those Inracle 
who object to the Black Hebrewa’ 
movement? 

“Anyone who doesn't agree has a 
controversy with God, and net with 
me,'' answera Carter. '‘We are con- 
tent to walt and live In peaceful coex- 
istence with the Israelis, ag ultimate« 
ly they will see the wisdom of our 
ways and come forth to join us."’ 
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iy DAVID RICHARDSON 
‘In Dimoaa, where the total nopula- 
tion is 25,000, we cannot ignore the 
presence of £006 Black Hebrews to- 
day. and maybe double that number 
in five vears.”* 


BK Jacques Amir, mayor of 
Domone, 
Jaauary 1978 


ISRAELS Black Hebrew com- 
munities live as a nation within a na- 
tion. apparently accountable to no 
one axcept their messtanic leader, 
Ben-A&mi Carter. 

Kor years their netghbours have 
complained about the nelae they 
make, the avercrowded apartmenia, 
the overflowing sewers. ang the 
tiecline in property values. 

For years their pleas went un- 
answered. 

Finally, seven months ago, con- 
vineed that the Interlor Minisiry had 
finally crossed the line between 
benign neglect and irresponsibility, 


a Dimona citizens’ committee filed @ : 


suit in the Supreme Court ageinat the 
Ministers of the Interior, Health, and 
Ei@ucation as well as the Dimona 
Municipality. ‘ 

The suit wee —-‘ironieally — en 
dorsed By the.” Poort themeelves 


NEWSBEAT /Biack Hebrews V 


A settlement for the cult? 


who were equally anxigus to resolve 
the dilemma, preferably by being 
relocated In an agriculture! settie- 
ment of thelr own. 

The court did not act directly on 
the suit. Instead, it recommended 
that Interior Minister Yosef Burg es- 
tablish a fact-finding cummisaion tc 
look into the matter and recommend 
what steps the government should 
take. 

Burg subsequently appointed a 
commission headed by MK Devid 
Glass who In the last two month has 
visited Dimona, Arad, and Mitzpe 
Ramon to gather Information from 
local residents and officials, as well 
as the aect leaders. 

The commission was alse 
pregented with two palice in- 
telligence reports on the group. One 
of the reports, leaked te the press a 
few weeks ago, recommended that 
the group be deported because of the 
criminal activities and 
associations’’ of the members. 

Glags claims that the police 
reports were largely based on aup- 
poaitions, and net on any intimate 
knowledge of the secretive sect. He 

i attaches considerably mere impor- 
tance fo the epinion of the toca! 
‘police chiefs in Dimona and Arad 
who say that they have not found 
ay “dangerous or subversive" 

about the group 
& high-ranking. attictal in national 
police intelligence, however, bas ad- 


mitted ta The Jertialem Post that j 
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rumours of criniinal activities by the ; 


group have: “never been properly in- 
vestigated, as,-the‘:Black Hebrews 
are not-viewed as a inajor priority." 


WHAT THE GLASS Cammission has 
learned, however, ig that residents’ 
complaints oniy point to the tip of an 
iccherg.. The, ramifications of the 
plex and 
° : Joga al, 
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(Centinued fram page 1) 
vracdal and, ultimately, political 
problema suc4 as the sensitive isaue 
of setrlement, 

hh. a discussion with The Past, 
Giaga elaborated on the options fac 
ing his comraisgion. 

The firat {s net to do anything that 
radically affects the status quo, Thle 
wonid te the least desirabie 
‘although not the most Improbable} 
decision aa far as the Israelia of 
Arad. Dimona, and Hitezpe Ramon 
and the Blacks themselves are con- 
cerned, 

An alternative is to remove the 
Biacks from thelr cangested- 
quarters and disperse thera 
throughout: Israel. Buti this, too, 18 
unaccepiable io the group as it does 
not take into account their com- 
munal life style. 

A third possiblity is to deport 
them from Israel. Thig is the least 
probable option as expulaion would 
almost certainly provoke protesta 
here and abroad. “Asa Jew, I find it 
difficult to accept that our people 
who suffered for generations 
because they were a strange minori- 
ty would behave in such a fashion,” 
says Glass. 

The finai option is to give the Black 
Hebrews the agricultural settlement 
they first asked for in 1971. 

The Fost has learned that the 
Glass Commission ‘s in fact Ukely to 
recommend thig. Glass himself la- 
said to have reached an agreanzent 

vith sect leader Ben-Ami Carter 
that, in exchange for the establich- 
ment of a settlement, and the rights 
and privileges of Israel! residency,. 
Carter would guarantee that no new © 
members would be allowed to join 
the group. ve = 

Underlying the cormmission’s ap- 
proach is an acute awareness of the 
racial ramifications of the problems, - 
which transcend Israel's - borders 
ane affect relations -betwees. the 


Black - and Jewish toramunities in | 


the U8. . kb toe 
The Teraell government's: goaition & 


— or lack of. one..-»-has-prompted.. 


charges of discrimination And 
racism by the Biatk Hebrews § : 


Sd 
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A SETTLEMENT FOR THE CULT? 


planning to join the sect have fuelled 


ant: foract geitinent in the 
America’ media, «hich have 
generally portrayed the Black 


Hebrews as a haridiess gruup who 
wan’ to exercise their righis as Jews 
and ve in [srael. ; 

The governnicnt ig sensitive to the 
nuances of the problem in the US 
and Glass has met with 
representatives of American Jewish 
organizations as part af mg com- 
inission’s inquiry 

Becnard Resnikel?, the local 
representative of the American 
Jewish -Oommitteer. savansvttl{t ia 
proper for a sovereign state to think 
threugh che international im- 
plications of its decisions."’ 

In Israei, symepathy for the plight 
af the sect has been diminished by 
thelr steadily mounting aemands for 
the privileges of Jegal residence 
without a willingness to assume the 
voncomitant obligations. 

ii seems clear that the Black 
Hebrews are not intereated in ser- 
ving im the army, attending govern- 
ment schools, paving taxes, or 
abiding by public health regulations. 

Several Israeli offielais inter- 
viewed by The 2oast say that they 
suspect criminal behaviours within 
the secretive cull, doubt ineir loyaliy 
to the atete and would line to see 
them deported immediately. 

Glass, wha cpposes expulsion, 
mentions the legal problem that this 
would create. “Many of the Black 
Hebrews have unilateraliy renounc- 
ed their American citizenship and 
have destroyed their paseports in 
certain cases. Technically, they are 
stateless and expulsion bega’ the 
queation, ‘Where to7'"’ 

Not back te the United Stares. at 
least net the 6@ sect members whe 
have formally renounced their 
American citizenship at the U.S. em- 
bassy in Tel Aviv. (Destroying 
passports is irrelevant and insuf- 
ficient tor forfeiting citizenship. Ac- 
cording te a senior consular official 
at the embassy, the United States is 
not at all reluctant to take back 
anyone who hay not renounced hie 
cftizenshipo 


Bul the atateless blacks are 


Yecvacis problern, This raises the 
question, Why should the host coun- 
try be responsible for keeping an 
alien whe remains in the country il 
lowatiy and decides to raHngulsh his 
eltize. uebip? i 

Acar ding te the consular official, 
the U.S. embassy sees the problem 
oi ths Black Hebrews as “ar internal 
matter’ which Israel must salve. 
The embassy can only act as an in- 
termeadiary in bringing same of the 
complaints of the group to the atten- 
bari 
the official. 

Tre official acknowledged that the 
cmbussy does keep in touch with the 
group — a consular officer 
periorically visita thern in Dimonae 
— Wut only because ‘it is a sizable 
concentration of Americans living in 
Traci,” 

Une airs of the viaits t¢ Dimona ia 
to investigate appeais by U.S. 
citizens that family mentbers have 
left home and may be Hving with 
Black Hebrews in israel. 


WHILE THE Giass Commission hag 
been thorough in investigating the 
group's relations with the surroun- 
aing communities and the inter- 
national dimensions of the problem, 
i has not shown an equal in-— 
torest in probing the Black Hebrews’ 
internal affairs. ees 
lass believes that allegations Ot 

bizarre cult behaviour, harsh dis- ~~ 
basen and cruelly te mem bary ‘gre* 
lavgely unfounded. The canrmittesis 
algo not interested in investi : 
the personal backgrounds of the. 
Blacks. 

Yet there are those, ‘Sware ‘of: the 
Glass Commissions. eeadinesg 


The fear that isolating the Black 
Hebrews-in a désert: sattlenidnt-. 


would only further remove themeg 2 
from the seruting ef! publier 4 

ieteutt - igovernmont- would. ufficially sanc- 
sa thor he ee ant? ita behaviour 


ares making itenere d ii 


pact oan os ks Se 
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of the Jaraell authorities, said. _ 
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nat in faveur of compansons with 
Guyana. he says ‘That king of isie 
can only reinforce such a process.” 
Moreover, others noite, there sre 
similar sects within Judaism. and 
nobody jae suggesting that these are 
potentlally dangerove groups.”' 

If the Black Hebrews are given 
thelr awn settlement the atate will ne 
quite capable of controling what 
goes on inaide, he says. 

lf the settlement proposal Is 
adopted, each member or family 
would be interviewed before being 
issued an identity eard. “If anyone 
does wish to leave the group or has 
complaints about mistreatment, that 
would be the time to act,’ Glags 
says. He adda that any solution 
wenld have toe include an 
“educational programme” as well. 
without elaborating. 

Glasg is also not specific about the 
group's practice of colygamy. He 
asserts that if they became citizens 
“the Black Hebrews would be aub- 
ject to the state's laws, unless the 
jaws were changed to adapt to the 
group's practices.” 

The commission hag apparentiy 
already conciuded its inquiry. 
Within a few weeks it will submit {is 
recommendations to the Minister of 
Interior, 

Certainiy it is faced with a Sitene 
ma. A recommendation for a settie- 
cment would open a hornet’ nest of 
“problems. There would be eriticiam 
}from ‘varlous quartere £beut such 


. allegation of lend and resources. 


. Theve woukl-be fears about isolation 
of'& strange cult. There would be 
serious questions of permitting a 
#in Israel which in itein- 
avicte’scontravenes the 
Tawi. By the’ practice of polygamy 
oS Ae! general mores ‘of the 
_soelety, however widely defined. 


3 Ebb cof course, has been the case 


Hiil now, because of government in- 
seisiventss; With a settlement, the 


SARK "Tae oo . 


aad Te ses “dorne:otttctata suspect, 
ao 


ynodérateipolitival tone adopted 
qt bythe ardup in thedast few months ts 


only. an expedient ruse te help ad- 


vance the sgettlernent alin, there 
woud aigo be considerable political 
embarrasament for Glass, the com- 
mission and the government. if after 
the orm was achievad. Slack Hebrew 
seadcrs woulg in future again be 
tempted ‘o resume their charges 
avaing. the Btate and the legitimacy 
Of Zone 

Gn the uvber hend, the commission 
certainly fesis the pressure of the 
residerta af Dimona and Arad, who 
want the Blacks removed. They will 
no longer permit the Ministry of 
Interior to pursue its favourite do- 
nothing policy. 

Ard it feels the pressure of the | 
lacks who also find their present” 
clroumstancesa intolerable, .. 0. 

Visiniy therefore whe question “of 
the Black Hebrews can no longer be 
ignored. The government will be 
compelled to deal with Ho at the 
highest level 

Oddiv nuwever, It will be called 
‘pen to consider granting auppert 
and legitimacy ta a cult which 
Shares the fundamentai 
cnaracteristics — as Hated only this 
week in the “New York Times’' — of 
most culie now under increasing 
suepicion in the U.8.: 

1 They have « charismatic leader 
who say: he has been given new, ex- 
clusive revelations about Ged or 
reslity. hose who do not beHeve are 
considered not only wrong, but evil. 
2. Phe teader creates a family. often 
a communal Hving arrangement. 
Members often take new names 
whea ther Join and sever ties with 
their farses. 

3. The leader sets absolute_rules. not 
necessarily following them himself. 
4. The provp has an apocalyptic 
world view, in which moral rules 
may be discarded in the zervice ot 
ue leader, a 

. Certain isebacindeccoaeer techni- 
ne are practised, ugualiy in a set 
ting isolated from the outside world. 
Members see the techniques aa & 
religious regimen, Outsiders call 
them brainwashing. 

The oddity is the price the present 
governmen?: will have to pay for the 
failures of jis predecessors — but Der. 
Burg, the Interior Miniater,. will not 
have even such .an excuse. 


{Thia is the voomcinding article in this: : 


five-part series. = 
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Wo contain aver und aver that 
Ko Binek Hebrews are autte 
teat onteSemitic, and anth 
Fait There ore elements of 
fore Uife srule that are sivonge 
and sick But no ane Nefess. Sn 
one dane fa Byow what thie 
group agredily ike Instnad they 
fark aboul their quartst clothes 

cad plaevicul talents " 
A adember of the Dimona 
Cilizens Committee 


Next mooth Tommy Whitfetd will 
publish his autobiography, Fram 
Nighi ta Suntight, which documents 
his nine years as a member of the 
Black Hebrew cult. A founder of the 
original group, Whitfield, his wife 
Hazel, and their children travelled 
from Chicago to Liberta to Chicago 
to Israel] locking for a retuge from 
ufein Amertea's ucban ghettos, and 
a new identity. Disenchanted from 
the time that Ben-Ami Carter are 
neunced he wag not only the Black 
Hebrews’ leader, but also messiah, 

‘they defected in 1877 when aAr- 


' maggeden did not materialise aa, 


| promised. 

Whitfield and hie wife write of 
their distiusionment with the 
group. whose original ideology they 
stil tind appealing, and thelr belief 
that Carter and the cuits other 
leadera are guilty of manipulating 


neacmmewa miei 


and vietimiging innocent people. 
‘They also tell same hair-raising 
tales of their life wlth the cul. 
death fron mainutrition of two of 
their nine children, travelling in and 


eat of Igrsel on someone élge’s | 


passpurt, bodies carried gut of cult: 


headquarters late at might. Hazel 
gpeake of unnatural aad cruel 
punishinents. Ghe herself was 
phyalcalivy aeparated from er hus- 
band and children for a year for 
queslioning Carter's dixiet that 
Tommy take a second wife. 


She describes the ‘‘divine 
healing’ (cult medical practices) 
whieh caused her te develop 
riagtivie. When her ninth child was 
norn prematurely, ahe writes, it 
was discovered that she did not yet 
have enaugh milk to nurse him. To 
“speed up” the natural process, 
Dimona midwives forcibly held her 
down and put a two-year-old child to 
her breast, a ‘treatment’ that con- 
tinued deaplie savere bleeding. 

When her infant died, Carter 
spent two years trying to “raise him 
from the dead.’ Eventually the 
child waa buried, without 
ceremony, in a grave his parents 
were never allowed to visit. 

The Whitfields' story will be 
proadeast next month In the U.S. by 
NBC-TV, whose religious affairs 
department has jusi completed an 
hour-long documentary about this 
secretive, ingular cull-group who, 
living in several Negav Lowns, con 
nider themselves the only true 
descendants of the Biblical} 
Hebrews. 

Wor several years the local proaa 

(Continwed on page 4) 


anata Mate ba At aero amaiea eee 


2s ae 
SDSL IIL STEEL OT COILS CRS PTOI SOC TE SH NEC PT ACRE i ne AL ONLI ATMA Berean ak om 


A a ena nen as nsremtete te 
AE FA RRS CIM cmer Baten 


HEBREWS 
TELL OF 
CRUELTY, 
DEATH 


Wontioned tram page one} 

Rae wondered about the rapidly. 
mushtooming felony of Biauk 
Amevican fundsaimenialists. Since 
the arrival here of the Hest hundred 
In 1966-89 - the group may now 
mUThOr Be Mary O48 24K) -- they 
have lived as x nation within @ o4- 
tlon, answerable only to their 
charismaniie ieader, 

Publicity generated by the 
Jonesiawn, Guyana, mass avivides 
of 1874 cnade clear that, like Ube 
Foople's Temple, tha Bisek 
ebrewa are a cult. But Jdurmalazy 
wers continually atymiad in their 
attempta to cenfirm reporta, fret 
whiepered to The Jerusedam Post in 
L878, that Carter confiecatos the 
money, property and pasapoarta of 
hia followers, Tl was said that ihe 
Black Hebrews maintain discipline 
internally Sy imprisonment, eor- 
poral punishment, shaving of the 
head, and banishment. 

Since Decerabar, 1979, whee ‘MM, 
who mortally fearad publicizing His 
full nante, first explained to The 
Post the reason he leit the sult, 
other former Biack Nebrewa have 
some forward to corrthorate hig 


 teathmony, One shocking and detail. 


ed report was published in Maclean 
Hasek by one of the cuit's former 
leaders, who waa recently banishad 
by Carter, 


He, ike the Whitheida, helped 
found the Black Hebrews. 

Equally important, Amerivane 
and Inraelia who over the years 
gave shelter to Gisck Hebrews 
detecting fromm the cult, have begun 
io report gome of thely chaer. 
vations. 

an American couple wha have 
taken four families Inte thei: home 
since 1978, all of whom remained 
with therm for many months, say 
that adults and children ailke ware 
Uturally terrifind of “white” people. 
They had been taught during thelr 
years with Ceavior’a band to hate 
non-blacks, whe werg ‘demons’ 
vent on enslaving them, 

Gh, ong of an astimeted four 
dosen Black Nebrows to defect fram 
the cult in 1980, adda: “In Chicago 
we'd heard thet this group had 
nothing todo with colour, bud when T 
got to Ditsona I found thay were 
teaching the enildren hatred, 
Teaching thom that the Jews are 
gentiles from Wurope trying to kick 
us out of our own country, They 
were cupturing their minds, drilloe 
them, making them reeite toe 


| Bellots Ae wilh all come Now. to 
roos’ tn 10. 


| 
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In a letter to Carter, found by 
Dimona residents of the Nizahon 
neighhourhood, @ cult child caught 
steallag fram a ‘white’’ begs 
forgiveness and acknowledges that 
his sin wag not stealing from 
“whites,” but belig caught in the 
act. 

A registered nurse wha helged 
families to eave Dimona saya that 
all 12 of the children she examined, 
whom the parenta cunsidered 
healthy, were suffering from 
awallen stomacha, bowed iegs, and 
dysentery — the classic symptoms 
of malnutrition, The nurse waa cer- 
tain that the children’s poor health, 
and their paerenta’ logs of teeth, 
were directly Unked to the cult’s 
racro-vegetarian diet which allows 
for na meat, fowl, Hah, eggs. milk or 
milk products. Like the Whittelds, 
each famlly told the nurae of having 
lost one or more children — 
teenagers ag well as infanta —- from 
malnutrition during thelr years 
wiih the cult. 

Dimona residents recall seeing 
cult children in a part of town far 
trom the Black Hebrew 
neighbourhood, furtively gobbling 
down forbidden protein and sweats 

refined sugar ta also taboo. 

S., a former cult member who 
defected several months aga. coni- 
piained of food shortages due to 
budget difficulties. He wondered 
aloud if the dietary laws were 
developed by the jeaderahip to 
‘weaken’ the menta! condition of 
the membership and allow Carter 
“to get at thelr minds." He said that 
even when the children’s daily in- 
take was rationed, the leaders 
“were eating well.” 

To this, C.L. adds: ‘Carter gives 
you only two, two-and-a-half shekela 
a day to eat. You're supposed to 
combine that money with money cf 
four or five others and make dinner, 
For breakfaat and lunch, you're on 
your own. You're supposed to get 
people in America to send you 
money. Carter says the lack of food 
is training for the world famine that 
jatovome, Just: Ulving in crowded 
a cittona La th sv to learn to get 


alang ao you'll be able to survive 
witin the world comes to an end.” 

A qualified teacher, who tested 
ihe academic level of at leaat 10 
fuack Hebrew children educated 
exetusively in cult achoola, reports 
thai «ih were functionaily iMllerate 
m bot; Hebrew end relish. She 
fun thia sarprising as all of the 
patents had some professional 
sefiy and coukl read and write ona 
hii i-sehool standard. The children, 
aid the teacher, also had ne un- 
diigtaniing of certain basic con- 
vepts When teld to make ¢ ‘wish’ 
Nefore Diewliug out her birthday 
canes. one girl was at a loxsa to 
snow whet was expected of her. 
yhea totd ia be “brave,” a teenage 
boy had fo be advised that the word 
count “something lke not being 
afeakd." 

raceate explained Lo the teacher 
that thelr chilaren are often 
arparated from them physically 
and raised by other cuit members. 
They attributed thelr children's un- 
natural reticence —- the children do 
nut yell, shout, and talk freely when 
playing with others their age — ta 
rogular beatings delivered by cult 
rmernbera to teach the virtues of 
allence. 

All former cult members speak of 
relinguishing bank accounte and. 
property to the cult before being 
presented with round-trip plane 
tickets by the Chicago headquarters 


of the Black Hebrews — “a fancy | 


office full of secretaries buay typing 
and answering telephones.” They 
aiso apeak of gurrendering their 
pasanoria to Ben-Ami Carter upon 
arrival in Dimona. C.L., one of 
those who asked for his passport 
back after leaving the group, 
reporta thet his documents were 
returned, However, although he had 
not left Israsi since arriving half a 
year before, his passport showed 
him having exited and re-entered 
the country several times. Accor- 
ding to immigration stampa, he waa 
currently not in Israe). 

C.L. says that he became involved 
with the group while visiting ferael 
one summer on a tour organized by 
his univeralty. 

“At the end of two weeks, while in 
Jerusalem, I was approached by 
Black Hebrews. Thay said they 
were from Chicago, and as I also 
lived in Chicago at the time, we ex- 
changed addresses, When I got 
home, ft called to find out about this 
group living in Yerael, 'd really Uk- 
ed israel. 1¢ took me about three 
weeks to make the connection. I 
went to a few meetings to find out 
what they were all about and I was 


very impressed, What they teil you 
on the other side ja totally different 
from the reality here," he said. 

“On the other aide, Carter fa rare- 
ly mentioned. He was just the man 
in charge, Then I got here, after giv- 
ing them my $20,000, and suddenly 
he ds the measiah, God. They tell 
you that according to tha Bible, t44,- 
000 people will be aaved on the 
world’s last day, Those will be the 
Biack Hebrews led by Carter, Mit. 
Zion will open up and they will wo in 
side and come out when it ts over, 
cleaning up the mesa. starting ovor 
again in a righteoua manner what 
will be known aa the Kingdom of 
God. They will rule over the lew 
people left on earth, 

“tt blew any mind, 7 eswida'l fai 
for it. fcouldn't believe the meanie) 
would come only te black propir 
ard not also to the Chinese, 
Husaians, and Wallans., The others 
yuickly told Carter that I was going 
againat his teachings. They started 
working on my wife, That's the war 
they do thingy. They get to the 
sistera firat, und onee they've got 
them hooked, the alstera start work- 
ing to neutralize their men. That's 
just the way pimpe work on the 
Weat Side of Chicago where Carter 
: oe and in the East Chicagy 

elghta acoa where hig sidekick 
Shales’ Bea baled “nae tome of 
theaters used to ive, an are full 
of hustlers and people on ald. 

“I decided to get out after I'd been 
there for leas than a year. Thera 
were too many women dying in 
ohiidhirth begauwe of the butchery 
they call nuddviiesd. The kids don" 
know math, histdry, chemistry. Thi 
group speaks 4 different kind o 
Hebrew from the Israciis. Some a 
them were really alck phygically. § 
I just eased out in the middie of th 
night. 

Cc.L, would not say how he had 
entered Israci undetected by the. 
airport authorities, who are 
reportedly on the lockout for new 
recruits to the cult. But it is believed 
that he may have arrived with s 
group of “touring Black Americez. 
policemen.” 


This ig the first of a series. 
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lebrew ‘messiah’ moderates his stance 


Black 


“Fram s7fA Street and from 
Dhmane there is a diferent vee 
of fzreei We've been here far 
glepen years avd something Bas 
rudbed off. Our position fas been 
moderated. Puee the community 
asa flower that will blossom and 
he beautiful unto the lundscape 
af iseael. f feel we Save a iot te 
couribute to fhe State.” 

Ben Ami Certer 
September 1980 


DIMONA. — Ben-Ami Carter, self- 
proclaimed messiah of the Bisck 
Hebrew cult, haa changed his tune 
— at least publicly. Milltanthy anti- 
white, anti-Bemitic,, and anti-ieraei 
for almost 4 decade, he saye today 
he is willing to iet hig male followers 
join the israel Defence Parcea and 
yote in national elections ~~ if the 
government agrees te the 
recommendations made by @ com- 
mission headed by David Glass ME. 

That report, commissioned in 
Auguat 1978 and submitied to the 
Interior Minister in June 1980, 
suggests that lsraei settle the Black 
Hebrews on a piece of Negev land 
and eventually give them perma- 
nent residence visaa. In return, 
Carter will stop the flow of new 
recruits from America which have 
aver (he years has awelled the cult’s 
ranks from 4 few hundred to an eg- 
timated 268. 

Gone is the fanatical evangelist 
who laid claim to the Land of Iereel 
“to the fullest extent of {te bibHeal 
boundaries,” and accused “those 
who calf themacives Jews" of steal- 
ing the identity, culture, histery and 
language of the Hebrew Israelites. 
No more ig the former Chicago 
truck-driver declaring that a 
milHon more Black Hebrews are 
ready te ‘came heme" to Terael, or 
predicting that after a period of 
catastrophe, pestilence, and famine 
the Biack Hebrews will be restored 
to God's favour and world 
feadershin. 

Gone siso are chargea of lsrasli 
rudigm, and the anti-Semitic cam- 
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paign hig followerr ren in the U.S., 
hich included calle for an 
economic beyeott of American- 
Jewish businesses and a con- 
gressional ban on ald to iarael. 

Today Carter is the resaonable, 
conGillatory black American 
preacher, leader of a small bank of 
refugees from the ghattoa of 
America who want nothing more 
than to tend their vegetable 
patches, work hard, and eantribute 
to the State of larael. 

Is he sincere? Seme members of 
the local and international press, aa 
well as some American Jewish 
organizations, believe that the once 
belligerent black nationalist has un- 
dergone a genuine change of at- 
titude. Carter himaelf writes off his 
past condenination of the State of 
Israe} as simply an effort ta 
“precipitate some interest in the 
community, ag we were seeking 
relief from the hardships."’ Actual- 
ly, he adds ag a justification, “we 
were not go much condernning the 
State as what waa happening te us 
here." 

Many of the taraglis and 
Americans familiar with the cult, 
however, deseribe Carter asx a 
clever pragmatiat, alii privately 
convinced that his mission is to 
“establish the Kingdom of God in 
Jerusalem, North-East Atrice and 
become a guiding light for the 
African continent.” They belleve he 


is atill indoctrinating his followers 


with a hatred for whites and Jews. 

What motivates Carter today, 
they gay, is that time ie running out. 
To combat challenges to his authori- 
ty, boost morale, and stem com- 
plaints about the overcrowding and 
“nancial hardehip,. he needs to 
wrest major concessions from the 
Isracll government — even if the 
price is public moderation of his ex- 
tremist views. 

The past three years have un- 


v 


room Seared 


doubtedly been difficult for Carter. 
When Armaggedon did not cecur as 
he predicted in September 1277, 
some leaders of the group defected 
— among them Tommy and Haye! 
Whitheld who have recorded their 
experiences a8 Black Hebrews in a 
soon-to-be-published book and in an 
NBC-TY documentary, Noen-lesders 
have aiso left -- many more, 
observers feel, than Carter ie will 
ing to admit. Stories of a Hfe-style 
similar to the People's Temple cult 
in Jonestown, Guyana, which began 
to filter back to the press ia late 
1978, have since hecome more 
widespread. 

in addition, residents of Dirmona 
and Arad, furiouz because the 
government has not seived the 
“Black Hebrew problem’ ~ 
members of the cult are atill living 
46 to a room in various apartments. 
causing sewage to overflow and 
property values to decline — have 
taken the law into their own hands. 
It ig now very difficult for Carter to 
rent flats to house his followers. 

New reports have surfaced about 
malnutrition, poor education and i- 
jegal use of American pasapeorta. 
Some. members of Carter's 
organization in Chicago have been 
jailed for fraud and theft. The pelice 
have apparently compiled e new 
seoret report recommending depar- 
tiation of same Black Hebrews 
whom they describe as wanted 
American criminals, 

Even mere alarming to Carter, 
after he succassfully conviaced 
Glass that the answer 's 4 svitle- 
ment and permanent residence 
visas, are the rumoura that Interior 
Minister Yosef Burg disagrees with 
the recommendations made by his 
fellow NRP member. 

it is definitely advantageous to 
the cuit, say the Black Hebrews’ 
critics, to present a new image to 
the Israeli public. Carter's 
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vyocsGulary is now antred with 
words like “oo- “exist” and such 
phrases 46 “contcituting to the 
Stare”’ and “dulng whatever ls re- 
quired of us citigens.'' The man whe 
pravicugly tock his cage to such in- 
ternetlonal figures as Richard Nix 
on, Henry Kissinger, Kurt 
Waldheim, Leonid Brezhnev and Idi 
Aroin, naw describes his battle with 
the Israeli government as ‘a family 
problem, Iike between Gush 
Hmunim and the government, and 
Natore! Karta and the 
government '' 


Carter Insists thar his moderate 
new Stance was born of the pureat of 
motives. “Dys meen wita you for 11 
years,’ he says. ‘I've learned 
something about you. [im a ttle 


closer ta you. IT understand you | 
hetter. And I'm not as extreme. I ! 


don't want this roof to fail down.” 
After yeara of being ignored by 
the government. he received ‘with 
uncestrained joy’ the Glass report 
which devotes 147 pagesr to deacrib- 
lng the cull and agsessing what the 
country should do with ita followers, 
Carter commends the Knesset 
Member frequently for his in-depth 
research, impressed that he reach- 
ed his conclusions after numerous 
interviews conducted net only in 


Israel but in the U.S. Carter, in fact.” 


ig Glass’ foremost champion these 
days. 

“The only thing that we had some 
reservations about was the loca- 
tion of the village which Glass 
recommended,” said Carter. “We 
didn't feel that Ramat Hovav is a 
very good area because of this great 
chemical complex being built there 
and the Intentlons to use that area to 
store wagie chemicals from all over 
igsvael. We're famillar naturally 
with Love Canal, Niagara Fails, 
where they buried sll these 
chemicals and they kept 
penetrating untii they entered into 
the homes and bodtea of the people. 
We had ecclogiata from the Univer- 


(Continued on page atx} 
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BLACK HEBREWS 


‘Cantinged from page one) 


satis of the Nogesy cheek the site out 
ibd tages sae, ‘don't touch it" 

We woud have preferred an 
oriteu'tural settlement, but there 
zeain we understood one of the 
problems was the high amount of in- 
vestment that would oc required for 
such ao large community And it 
wasn't our intention to cause any 
undue hardship upon Israel or the 
wuzens. So what happened is that 
they decided to establish more of a 
vulape, but to give us a little piece 
of tand to allow us to express 
ourselves in organic farming, and 
this we can understand and even 
this we accepted," 

Proudiy Carter adds that in his 
report, Glass ‘‘coimpletely ex- 
onerated “' the cult of charges, first 
scorted by The Jerusalem Post in 
-whuary, 1978, of mysterious dis- 
appearances, imprisonment of 
those who defy group laws, 
beatings, child abuge, and confisca- 
tion of passports. 

(in actuality Glass writes that 
after interviewing one Black 
Hebrew woman imprisoned in Neve 
Tirza, and two of the Black 
Hebrews’ Jewish neighbours, ‘the 
Committee is unable to decide if 
there is any truth in the ac- 
cusations.’"’ To this he adds, as a 
footnote, that an ex-cult member in 


New ¥ork spoke of a ‘regime of . 


fear and terror"’ and described the 
Black Hebrewa' long-term goal as 
“varrying out many evil deeds like- 


mofo ease dnjury to Israel. its 
clit teter and independence.) 

Nonetheless, Carter insisted that 
‘allof these things were thoroughly 
ravostigated and were found not to 
be trae, entirely without basis.’’ He 
then generously went on to say that 
if there ts indeed a police report 
which lists individuals with 
crnninal background living in the 
community, he is all for ‘giving 
them «a chance to leave." 

“L would Hke to say that because 
someone hds stolen some uranium 
from seme Freneh ships is not a 
reason for everyone to declare that 
the Jewish race fs a race of war 
mongrers,’' he stated. ‘If there are 
individuals of criminal background 
they should state this and refer to 
them as criminals and not to the en- 
tire community. They are judging 
us. I see them using the same tac- 
tics against us that they were using 
against Jews in Germany preceding 
and after the Second World War. 
First of all character assassination, 
making it look like we are a threat 
to this and a threat to that. I hear 
the same things that they used 


- against you when they began to ac- 


tually go into the Holocaust. I saw 
them present the Hat of the 
criminals. We can sit down and I 
believe work out something.’ 
What Carter does not say, of 
course, is that all of the cult 
members have taken new names 
and destroyed as many links to their 
past lives as possible. Identifying a 


Black Hebrew women. 


particular cult member, unless he 
or she has been arrested for com- 
mitting a crime locally, is virtually 
impossible. 

As another example of the cult’s 
willingness to meet the government 
‘half way" if it resulta in a settle 
ment and permanent residence is 
Carter’s firm pledge to stop bring- 
ing In new recruits. Although ‘‘it is 
forbidden to number ourselves,’ 
Carter currently admits to having 
as many as 1,400 followers living in 
Israel -— the same population count 
he gave one and a half years ago. 
Jews in Arad and Dimona, who in- 
sist new members regularly arrive, 


estimate the Black Hebrew popula- 
tion as approximately 2,000, 

“I wholeheartedly agreed that on 
the beginning of the government 
applying the (Glass) recommen- 
dations, showing the community 
some good wiil, we would not allow 
anyone else to join us. Not an infant, 
not a tot, not a brother or sister. 
That point would be the cut-off,’’ 
Carter said. 

“TI never said anything about 
bringing tens of thousands of Black 
Hebrews to Israel, net once in any 
interview have I ever stated that. 
Possibly my spokesmen did. Buf I 
never had any intention of bringing 
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them Birst of all there aren't any 
tens of thousanda of Black 
Arerican Lgraciites that desire to 
come, secondly we have no ways or 
means of hringing them here. That 
would certainly have to be an actof 
God Almighty,’’s ‘ 
Instead, the mesalah pians to 
seareh locally for new souls to save. 
(in that sensitive subject, go nmegr 
and dear to the hearta of the 
National Religious Party of which 
heth Glass and Burg are membera, 
Carter offerg no olive branches, 
“We won't convert. Tf they are 
already Israelitea, there ip no 
matter of conversion, jusl a matter 


ef turnings from a palh that ivads 
unta dewth to a path that turns into 
fight = don’t think that Burg or 
Gliss, being men of religion, would 
usk ve not ie go cul and try lo can 
vince Israelis that our path ie the 
correct one, Tfeel that whal we are 
saying needs tu be heard thoroughly 
and investigated. When there ig a 
uioser reistionship between us and 
the Israel) people, there will be a 
desire un behalf of them to allow 
WHAL we are saylag to be pui te the 
teat and given a chance, he said. 

“Thera may be already a dozen 
Jewlan peopie from all over Israel 
whoare sympathetic tous, They nara 
tot ilving here in Dione, but we 
woald consider them part of the 
community,’ 

During the almost two yeara i. 
took Ulags to prepare his report, 
Carter and the cull were un 
vharacteristically quiet and 
restrained. Phey adhered atrictly te 
the agreemern! made with members 
of the American Jewish community 
to Crofrain frum crifleal evommment 
in the medie,”” though their attack 
on israel continues in other forme, 
Since the report was presented, 
they have acted tlhe madel citizens 
and made nurerous pro-lerseli 
statements. What will heppen W 
Wurg rejects Glass’ recommoen- 
dations? 

Carter ig confident that a solution 
is In the offing. . 

“The prezsureg now are so in- 
tenae that the neighbours are 
becoming much more violent in 
thelr thinking againat the Interior 
Ministry, and whether they want to 
or nat, it will spill over into a con: 


« 


frontation with the community. 
Like what has happened recently 
with the apartments. Now they are 
telling everyone toa rent us no 
apartments, What will we do? Be 
out in the fielda somewhere? We 
have no place to go, to place te 
Ive.” 

The group stil has friends in 
Africa - a& guedt book includes 
signatures of supporters who 
recently visited Dimeona fram 
{iberia, Ghana, and Ethiopia, And 
the group's fate alfll converns the 
‘smerican black community so 
much that iast month leaders met 
with lerael's Ambaasader lo the 
US. in New York. 

oTs deport us after li years of be- 
ing here and a years away from the 
Staten would be more than a 
notion,” warned Carter. “Black 
America would not gland for it, and 
there would be intense international 
pressure on the State of Israel. 

“} never suggested that there 
would be any masa muicide here, but 
fwd say that in reality it would 
be a teugedy for evuryone involved 
if they would send the Army down 
onus. We have no intentions of com 
mitting any mass suicide, bul we've - 
been out of the States for 15 years. 
Sur children frorn 13 years and un- 
der know nothing about alavery, 
Negroes, and we certalnly have nu 
intention of thelr being cast back 
into the pits of heli. They‘ve been 
born in Israel, raised in Israel, This 
ia all that they know and no one is 
ever going to make them alaves.’’ 
(This ts the second of a continuing 
veries of articles. The firat 
appeared on Friday, October 10.) 
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‘Lock-out’ strategy against Black Hebrews 


“Uf dintesor Minister Yosef) 
Burg Kas atill net made a deel 
vion ahout the Black Hebrews by 
the t:me the Knesset 
recontenées, we fmembers of the 
Knesset Interior Gommiltee) 
will begin to pugh him, He tends 
to procrastinate and this matter 
cunnot go unaitended any 
longer. The etlizens of Dunona 
wad Arad have already begun to 
tuke the law inte their own 
hands, ’* 
~ MK Tamar Eshel 


Late one night recentiy, 17 
coupies fi their late 20a and eariy 
We gathered in the basement bomb 
shelter of their Arad high-rise for an 
emergency meeting of the residents 
committee. The agenda: The 
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declared intention of the owner of 
the buliding's 12th flat to sel] the flat 
to the Black Hebrews. 

“Tm nota racist," said one apart- 
ment owner. “I don’t care if] havea 
black family aa neighgours.** 

“Ym not a ractet either.’* 
declared Ront Weinberger. com- 
mittee chairman, ‘‘But the flat tan't 
being sold to a family, it is being 
sold to @ cult. In Dimona, in Mitepe 
Ramon, here in Arad — whenever 
they get an apartment — they move 
in 20, 50, 40 people. Da you know 
what that does te the phimbing? To 
the quality of life? They make a lot 
of noise, They store their stuff on 


the stairwells. Day and night the 
hallways are full of Black Hebrews 
because there is not enough room in 
the apartment for so many to wleep.”' 

“Worse, they are a hoatile eie- 
ment, anti-Israel, anti-Semitic and 
anti-white,'' said Shraga Peasch, a 
Bible teacher at the local high 
achoal. A member of the Arad Com- 
mittee tg Expel the Black Hebrews 
from laraei, Pesach briefly describ- 
ed the cult's belief that they are the 
true Israelites while the Jewa are 
imposters. He cited examples of 
hoatile comments aome of Arad’s 4,- 
000 Black Hebrews have made io 
same of Arad's 19,000 Jews, aa well 
as anti-Semitic ‘‘iessons'’ Black 
Hebrew aduita had been overheard 
teaching their children in the cult’s 
local school. 

“The Glass committee has 
recommended that they be given 4 
settlement,’ said Pesach. ‘We ap- 
pose that. We think each country 
has the right to decide whe will ive 
in that country, and we don’t want 
citizens forced on us, They are here 
illegally; they should be aent back 
to the U.S. We are encouraging 
everyone in this town to stop renting 
to them. And we've heen very 
successful. So now they are trying 


ta buy. 


Plans to use the ‘‘lock-out’’ 


“Laat week they offered $42,000 | strategy — based on tactics first 


for a flai worth much less, We con- 
wimoed the owner not to sell, If he 
had, evervthing hla neighbours had 


invested would have been lost. So , 


they are trying to buy one of your 
fats. It you «alow the sale to go 
(Rrough, mo ane will be willing to 
buy fron vou iater at the market 
value.” 

The young couples, moat of whom 
nad taken sersonal loana te buy 
their apartments and were also pay- 
tng off large, linked housing 
mortgages, winced. If the ex- 
perience of other Arad residents 
“vhc rented flats to Black Hebrews 
served as 4 vardstick, the flats 
worth 18140,000 today would soon be 
worth no more than 1870,000. 

Weinberger had spent the day 
studying the tenants legal rights, 

“The law is on the side of the 
Placw Hebrews," he announced. ‘'A 
few of them have identity cards. 
They thereto: e nave the right to buy 
and move inas many people as they 
please. They are offering Yossi 
T346,000 inore than the flat is worth. 
All we can do is try te convince hirn 
net to sell for our gake. And we can 
nolify the Black Hebrews’ leader, 
Ben-Ami Carter, that if they buy 
they will not be permitted to move 
in. We witlput up an iron gate at the 
Duiiding’s antrance and post a 24- 


, hour guard,” 


used the previcus menth by the 
Dimona Citizens Committee — 
proved successful and the sale of 
the flat never materialized. In fact, 
all recent attempts by the Black 
Hebrews to buy or rent in Aradhave 
failed abysmally. And the group of 
locals actively dedicated to expell- 
ing the cult from both Arad and 
Israel, hag mushroomed in aize. For 
1i years virtually a one-man show, 
today Arad boasts a well-organized 
and well-financed organization 
headed by immigrants and sabras, 
many of them respected 
professionais. Like Shraga Pesach, 
they are dedicated to exposing the 
Black Hebrewa as a cult with 
questionable values and practices 
which hag forced itself upon the pec- 
ple and government of larael. They 
are committed to writing 
letters,demonstrating, picketing, 
(Continued on pege 3, coi. 1) 
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(Continued fren page ene} 
and -- Lonecessary -- breaking lawa 
thoy belleve Inapplicable to the 
situation. 

The Akad committee haa taken 
under iia wing a fledgling citlsens 
group from nearby Mitzpe Ramon. 
in previous years, residents of tha 
virtual ghost town were not unhap- 
py when the cult began renting 
apartments, Today thei presence 
moans turning away the numeroaus 
lsraeH families attached to the new 
airforce bases in the Negev who are 
wiiling to settle in the town, a pop- 
ulation Mitepe Ramon is desperate 
to wbgorh. 

it ia (n Olmona, however, where 
the majority of this country's Black 
Hebrews jive, that the Jews have 
opied for what borders on elvil 
revolution, Angered because the 
{tntorlor Ministry. police and 
murmncipality have consistently ig- 
aured thelr complaints, convinced 
that nothing happens in thie country 
if the agarievad eltisena don’t shout, 
demonstrate and make headlines in 
the newspapers, residents of the 
1098 biock desided thie year to do 
move then write polite letters and 
appeal to the Supreme Court, When 
they learned that a flat in their 
vulding had beon rented to the cult. 

‘ erected an fron gate at the en- 
awe. Although the police and 
a mayor, MK Jacques Amir, 
ned temilles they would be jail 
for preventing the Black 
vrews from moving in, the Jews 
d their ground. 
We had never defied the 
horities before,” aaid Fruma 
tner, a member of the Dirmona 
zens Committee. “T'o our eur- 
ag, the tactics worked. And when 
ier Dimonans saw what happens 
len you take an aggressive at- 
ude, they too began putting up 
on gates, We should have dons this 

‘ars ago. Inatead, we let the 

vernment and blacka push ug 

nand, make our Hyves nightmares. 

il, never again,’ 

atner and her husband Hanoch, 

e thelr fellow ecommiltse 
mbers, have long complained te 

2 appropriate authorities about 

1¢ Black Hebrews, though initially 

hey welcomed the exotie 
Americana inte the neighbourhood. 
Problems began when the number 
of Black Hebrews inhabiting the 
dozen flate alloted them by Amidar 
swelled to 20, then 30, and now 40, 
The overcrowding,in addition te the 
Black Hebrews usurping the local 
bund sheltera, resulted in overflow: 
Ing sewage, excessive noise and a 
decline In property values. 

The frequent pleas for relef, 
made by residents of the Nizahon 
nelghbourhnood to various govern- 
ment bodies went unanswered. In 
fact, there was no discuasion on # 
high level of how to haadle the cult 
until 1977 — nine years after the 
first Black Hebrews arrived in 


tsrael, But even the recommen. 
dations of that intra-ministerial 
comimities were ignored by the 
Interlor Mirdatry, the only govern- 
ment body which had the power to 
either expel the Americana from the 
country’ or mako them legal 
residents, * 

Finally in May, 1978, convinced 
that by doing nething for so long the 
government had crossed the line 
between benign neglect and 
{rresponsibility, the Dimona 
Citizens Committee filed suit in the 
Supreme Court againat the 
Ministers of Health, Interior and 
Education as well as the Dimona 
municipality. The Supreme Court, 
Instead of acting on the sult, 
suggested that Interior Minister 
Yosef Burg eatablish a fact-finding 
committee to look Into the matter 
and recommend within two months 
the steps the government should 
take. Twenty montha later, in June, 
1980, the chairman of the com- 
mittee, MK David Glaas, presented 
his report. 

Burg announced that there would 
be a eabinet discusaton of the 
recommendations -- a settlement 


and permanent residence in ex-' 


change for a pledge that the cult 
would bring in no new members, 
The Knesset Interior Committee 
studied the problem in depth and 
visited Dimona. In early September 
there was & “high level’ meeting 
about the report. But fo date, no 
decisions have been made. 

“So when the woman who owns an 
empty flat in this block decided io 
rent to the cult, we decided to take 
action,” aaid Platner. ‘Who knows 
when the government will act on the 
Glass recommendations? Or if the 
government will act at al)? 

“We do not want to subject our 
children to what other children in 
this neighbourhood have suffered 
because they live in the same 
building as the Black Hebrews, Au it 
is, my teenage daughter can't come 
and go freely like her friends, I 
don't want her coming home at nine 
or 10 in the evening and having to 
walk through a crowd of adult 
malea from that group. Worse, if 
she livag in the same bullding as the 


Biack Hebrews, she could have the © 


experience of another teenager 
from this neighbourhood. He came 
home late one night and found a 
biack couple engaged In sex on the 
stairway!" 

“Everyone warned us not to take 
the Jaw into our own hands. Thank 


’ God, we didn't Maten. If we had, 


we'd be Uving with tha Black 
tiebrews right now. The Supreme 
Court case we filed last month waa 
rejected, The judges referred us 
back to Burg! 

“Now that we've changed our 
tack and become aggressive, we've 
gotten results, This ia atter years of 
being called racists tor objecting to 
the sick cult, of being ignored by the 


police and the government, Too you 
know that thers were residents of 
our neighbourhood so intimidated 
by the Black Hebrewa that thay 
were ‘afraid’ te sign our petitions? 
Whose country is thia anyhow?" 

iThe Black Hebrewa have yet to 
move into thelr apartment in the 
1098 dlock. In tact, they are ourrent- 
ly vacating all of the flata they oc- 
cupy in the Nizahon neighbourhood. 
At the suggeation of the Citizens 
Committee, the Dimona municipali- 
ty has arranged for Ben-Ami Carter 
to house hia flock in one of the city’a 
absorption centres, 

“The ovement kept telling us 
they couldn't get the Black Hebrews 
out of here until they had found a 
‘permanent solution,’'said a corm. 
mittee member. ‘That could take 
years, 8o we took the initlative of 
finding a ‘temporary’ solution," 

Relocating the cult in the 74-flat 
absorption centre dogs sot signal an 
end to the Citizens Commilice's 
battles, however. At the moment 
they sre brainatorming new ways to 
“‘gontront” the municipality on the 
issue. Dimonans claim that when 
mayor Amir accepted thelr ‘tem- 
porary" solution, he alas committed 
himself to first securlig an ac- 
curate and complete Yat of allo? the 
cult members legal American 
names, aa well ae thelr fingerprints. 
At present, neither the Interior 
Mintatry, tha pollea or the 
municipality knauw how many Black 
Hebrews live in Dimona or whe they 
are, 

“But Carter was allowed to sign 
the lease without fulfilling these 
conditions,’ said Platner. ‘We 
won't stand for that. Once the cult is 
settled in at the absorption centre, 
we'll] have no way of getting tham to 
identify themselves. Last week we 
supported a one-day warning strike 
calied by parents of the juntor high 
achdol which adjoins the absorption 
centre. This week...7" 

The Dirnona Citizens Committes 
haw also servéd notice of thelr long- 
range Laer to all official bodies 
charged with finding a solutiaa to 
the Black Hebrew “problem’’, 

“Just moving the Black Hebrewe 


" out of the Nizahon neighbourhood Is 


not enough,” said a spokesman. 


.“That will provide relief ta some 


citizens of Dimona, but not to the 
state. We want thern out of this 
country, and we will continue to 
tight aggressively until action is 
taken. One result of our new cam- 
paign is that many Dimonans have 
come forth with their horror xtorics 
aboul the cult, atorles they were 
previously afraid to tell anyone. 
More than ever, we realize that we 
are dealing with a very sick group. 
Isolating them on a moshav {4 not 
an answer, And we intend to make 
the government reailze thi, 
whether it wants to or not.’ 

(This is the third of a series of ar- 
ticles. ) 
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Black Hebrews ‘duped’ Glass panel 


“Ue ae bh andere sien aa adkat 
yeeson tne Gie Mlack Helo 
comunity... Gur gad ts to find 
asolytion thatiuadl patan end te 
the fiction which has artven om 
Dimonn betreera the Israels 
wal dhe Black Hebeewus 7 

— Avi Zliker, mayor of Ashdod 
and a member of the Glaes Com- 
mission, January 1978 


The Glass Contmisston report's 
failure to seriously Investigate the 
Black Hebrews’ way of life worrles 
Americans and tsraetls familar 
with the cult and frightens former 
members, 

Those who have read the 147-page 
study of the community, Its history, 
its ideology and its 12-year 
relitionship with the State of Israel 
are most Impressed with the 
thorough research done by MEK 
David Glass and his three 
colleagues. ‘In all," writes Glasa in 
the preface to his report, ‘‘we heard 
opinions and evidence from 55 peo- 
pie, read extensive background 
material, research studies, sur- 
veys, letters, press clippings, and 
other material relevant to the sub- 
ject.” 

Everyone compliments the com- 
mittee for its comprehensive 
analysis of the problem and i.s 
poasible solutions, as well as its ab- 
solute condemnation of the 
Kovernment’s inept dealings with 
the community. 

And no one understanda how the 
team, which spent 20 months, at the 
trxpaver's expense, probing ‘all’ 
napecta af the Biack Hebrew 
problem — a probe that entailed a 
trip to the U8, -~ virtually ignored 
charges that question the cult's 
values, behaviour and contral 
systems Na one can understand 
how the cummittee reached its con 
clusions -- seftiing the Black 
Hebrews in a village and giving 


" them permanent residence visas — 


without Interviewing any of the 
numerous defectors currently Jty- 
ing in Israel. 

“Glass correctly realized that the 
Black Hebrews are a cult, and 
therefore cannot be judged by the 
norms applicable ta other social 
froupas,!’ said an American who hag 
read the report, ‘And then he 
decided that the Black Hebrews are 
@ healthy, happy lot and dismisses 


as ‘apparently unfounded’ charges - 
of abuse and threats. How? By in : 


terviewing two Jews from Dimona, ; 


one Black Hebrew woman jailed for 


theft, and ‘hundreds’ of Black : 


Hebrews ~ as tfa group iiving in & 
community characterized by that 
kind of regime would be free to 
speak openly, or is capable of 
speaking openly, 


Tuesday, October 14, 1980 
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“trad he bothered to travel one! 
hour from his office, in vartoug 
directions, he could have tgiked to 
former cult members. They would 
have given him a much different 
picture and information that would 
have made {t lmposalble for him to 
reach the conclusions he did.” 

“By refusing to come to terms 


1 with the real nature of the cult, 


Glass has done Israel a great dis- 
service,” aald an American in- 
volved In helping “clean up" the 
aftermath of Jonestown, “His 
recommicndations are based on 
only some of the facts, 50 what 
seems ike a ‘logical, humane, 
Jewish’ solution today may weil 
lead to disuater in five yeara.” 
Giaas' only firm supporter thease 
days is Ben-Ami Carter, who 
Dimona residents clalm cleverly 


ed 


“rensonable'’ new stance, threats 
of mass suicide and stirring up antl- 
faracl sentiment In the American 
black community, Of the three 
American Jewish organizations 
which, in 1978. pressured by U.S. 
black leaders, urged Interlor 
Minister Yosef Burg to immedlate- 
ly adopt a falr solution to the 
problem, only the American Jewish 
Congress officially endorsea the 
Glass recommendations. The 
American Jewish Committee has 
mude ‘no formal response’ and the 
Anti-Defamation League is saying 
that “in the last analysis the laraeli 
government must take whatever 
action sults {ts own beast interests."' 
But spukesmen tor both 
organizations also laud Glass for 
finally moving the Interlor Ministry 
towards a solution to the more than 
decade-old problem, 

Privately, however, some 
American Jewish offictals in Israel 
are becoming cuncerned about 
Glass‘s recommendations, which 
parallel so closely those they jointly 
proposed in 1978 — “before we 
knew what we know today,"' sald 
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one concerned offielal As defec- 
tlons from the cult mount, and ad- 
ditional reporta of unusual and ex- 
treme behaviour are recorded, s°n- 
ding all Black Hebrews to an 
{solated settlement appears lear 
than an Ideal solution. 

“We would like to take a look et 
that seeret police report which 
detafla erfminals and ortuinal ac- 
tvity ia the group,” sald one of the 
officials. "We have never been able 
to challenge the black American's 
picture of the cult as peace-'oving, 
a clean-cut group of black Jews be- 
ing persecuted for no reason by the 
racist Isracits.” 

Particularly unnerving to all in- 
volved with the Black Hebrewa {s 
Giass' apparent willlngnegs to ra- 
quire all cult members to aettle in 
the village. 

“T grant that because of inter- 
national politics and the fatlure of 
the government to deal with this 
problem effectively, you probably 
have to give Carter hia settlement," 
said an American official. “But you 
should at the same tirne try ¢o 
defuse, not strengthen, Carter's 
hold ovdr the lives of 2,006 people, 
Why is there no provision for giving 
permanent residence to these who 
are willing to leave the cult? Or who 
have already left it but don't want 
to return to the U.8.7 Faced only 
with the choice of going back to the 
ghetto, they may choose Carter." 

An ex-cult member added: 
“Glaga juat played right into 
Carter's hands. 6c did the police tn 
Ellat when they arrested ali ine 
former Black Hebrews for Iving 
there illegally, Carter and his 
sidekicks scare potential defectors 
-- ond there are maybe 200 who 
would leave right naw ~~ inte atay- 
ing. They tell ther that they can't 
function outside of Dimona. They 
tell them: ‘You'll have to roam the 
aireete, soll your body, steal and eat 
junk food, But if you stay with ue, 
nothing will happen to you. No one 
ever gets deported from Dimona,! 

“if the government implements 
Commission's 
recommendations, Carter can hold 
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all those people here by saying, ‘If 
you don't stay with us, it's hello 
Chicayo, pimps, and dope pushers,” " 
the former member said, 

Glass's most vehement critics 
are the residents of Arad and 
Dimona, as well as those famillar 
with the People’s Temple tragedy. 
They insist that Glass is wrong for 
letting Carter continue to blackmall 
Isract with his threats. They charge 
that the MK no more comes to grips 
with Israci’s Black Hebrew 
problem than did Interior Minister 
Yosef Burg, who dealt with the cult 
for 10 vears by pretending It didn't 
exist. They reject the committee's 
conclusion that it ig na longer pussl- 
ble to deport the Black Hebrews. 

“Do you want to know how to 
deport them?" asks Amit Karni, a 
member of the Arad Citizens Com- 
mittee "Read the police report that 
Glaga quotes from. It's all outlined, 
along with a programme on how to 
combat any resulting unfavourable 
public opinion, Unitke Glass, the 
police know blackmail when they 
see it, and they aren't willing to 
submit to it. 

“The settlement idea isn't prac- 
tical anyway. Given the Black 
Hebrews’ history, what makes 
Glass think that they are poling to be 
happy with that sertlement? What 
makes Glass think they aren't pro- 
ing to demand more and more? 
What makes Glass think Carter is 
really going to stick to his 
promises?"’ Karnl asks. 

A former Black Hebrew laugha at 
Glass’ “nalve" bellef that, once 
granted jegal status, the law on- 
foreement authuritics In this coun- 
try will be able to keep the cult un- 
der surveillance, . 
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“You are denting with a niaster: 
mind and a criminal mind," sald 
CL, “Ee's been Inflltrating people 
into the country, right past alrport 
authorities, for 10 years, He's got 
the whole government kow-towing, 
taking him serlously, What a joke. 
Don't they realize he’s a liar, a 
pimp, a con-man? The truth isn't tn 
him, He's not tit to lead anybody, 
Why legitimize what he'a doing?” 

An Amorlcan-fsraell journalist, 
who has done research on tho Black 
Hebrews, wos working for a San 
Francisco newapaper when 800 
members of the Poople's Temple 
cormmitted suicide, Amazed by the 
parallels he found between the two 
cults, the reporter wrote to Yehuda 
Avner, an aide to Prime Mintster 
Begin, warning that masa murder 
— "That's really what it was" — 
could also occur in larael. 

“There wore also wishy-washy 
Nberala on my paper who didn't 
think it was important that one of 
our newsmom should aecompany 
the late Congressman Leo Ryan (he 
was killed by the cult} on hia fact- 
finding tour to Jonestown. 

“What galls me ia not the govern: 
ment, which makes mistakes about 
everything, or bureaucrats who 
waffle rather than take reapon- 
aibility for a atrong action, It's 
Hberals like Glass, who make 
things worse with thelr live-and-let- 
live attitude, They are well- 
intentioned, but in the ond, they do 

‘the most harm, 

“The Black Hebrews have no 
rights here, And they have nothing 
to do with Israel," he continued, 
‘The sooner they are thrown out 
the better. Somo aay that 
something bad fa going to happen if 
we deport them, joll, something 
worse ja going to happen if we 
don't.'"' (Last of four articles, ) 
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CUSTOMS CONFISCATES BLACK HEBREWS' MINIBUS 


Yesterday, Customs authorities coufiscated a brown GMC minibus used by 
the Black Hebrews sect. Customs authorities have said that three cther vehicles 
used by the sect will be checked and if it turns out that they are also being 
used illegally, they will be confiscated as well. 


The minibus, its owner and driver are suspected of having broken traffic 
laws, safety laws and customs laws. 


The vehicle was brought into the country a year ago by a Black American 
citizen who presented himself as a tourist. He said he would be staying in Israel 
for about six months. He received a temporary Israeli registration number for 


his vehicle and permission to keep his car in Israel. The permission expired 
yesterday. 


The tourist lefe an [84,600 deposit with customs and signed documents and 
declarations giving a commitment that he would leave Israel with his vehicle 
hy yesterday's date and aiso that he alone had the right to drive the car. The 
man who posed as a tourist has been swallowed up in the Black Hebrews sect, 
lost his passport and changed his family name to “ben-Israel". All of his 
possessions have been given over to Lhe sect. 


At the end of last week, Arad police caught the minibus breaking a traffic 
The dviver was arrested and it turned out that he is not the vehicle's 
owner and thus dues not have the right to drive the minlbus. Also, the police 
: discovered that the car's Lnsurance has expired and chat the minibus is used 
by all the sect's drivers. 


law. 


The driver, who was arrested and released on bail, will stand trial. The 
police confiscated the keys to the minibus which was towed to the customs ware~ 
house in Beer Sheva. The vehicle owner has not reported to the police. 
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THE POLICE ARE PREPARED TO EVICT BLACK HEBREWS FROM AN 'AMIDAR' APARTMENT 
IN ARAD - by Bukit Nach 


the Court Has Issued An Eviction Order But [The Tenants Refuse 
Ty Leave The Apartment 


Within the nexce few days, bailiffs, backed up by a large force of police, 
are planning en evicting Black Hebrews from an ‘Amidar' apartment in Arad 
where they are living despite a court order prohibiting them from being there. 


The apartment was given, Ll years ago, to a Black by the name of Garin 
Gross who vame to Israel under the pretext of being a Jewish new immigrant. He 
Teft the country 8 years ago and passed the apartment on to his friends, the 
Black Hebrews. They continued Living there with one of them claiming to be 
Gavin Gross. Anidsr (a government sponsored housing corporation) discovered the 
deceplLinn and requested an eviction order from the court. Two months ago, 
the court handed down a deciston ordering the Blacks to leave the apartment 
immediately. They are refusing to do so and in a number of days the bailiffs 
and police will earry our the court order. 


There are two other similar cases in Arad where Black Hebrews are Living in 
apartments illegally. One was given te a man named Butler Henry Wylie eleven 
years ayo. He was departed from Tsrael two years ago when it was discovered he 
has a criminal record. The National Police Headquarters have a document showing 
that the man was departed, but Blacks Living in the apartment have told Amidar 
that one of them is Wylie. The man cannot identify himself though as the pass- 
ports of all sect members are held by their leader. Emanuel Hechtlinger, Director 
of Amidar in the Negev, says Amidar‘s hands are tied because he has no way of 
proving the man is not in the apartment and so he can't do anything about the 
matter. The Police have not transferred the deportation documentation to Amidar. 


A third apartment was given, also about 11 years ago, to Blackwell Charles, 
the only Black who does carry an Israeli identity card. A few weeks ago, he 
bought an apartment on the free market in Arad, and, according to the Law, he now 
has to return possession of the Amidar apartment to the company. Charles did not 
notify Amidar about his purchase. They are now trying to get proof of purchase 
in order to prove he is holding the Amidar apartment illegally. 


Meanwhile, families living in the building where Charles bought his new 
apartment have notified the defense authorities that they will not report for 
reserve duty because "we will not leave our wives and children alone and won't 
abandon our house or the Blacks will take over the apartment they bought in 
this building." They say if they go out on reserve duty "there will be no one 
to defend our wives and children". 


Another apartment scandal took place in Dimona recently. Two Black American 
citizens whose names and identities are known to the police came into Israel a 
month and a half ago pretending to be tourists. The next day they signed rental 
contracts at the Amidar office in Dimona. These two Blacks who came into Israel 
fraudulently, received apartments from Amidar in the Dimona Absorption Center for 
a year and will start paying rent only one year from now. This has caused an 
uproar amongst young couples in Dimona who claim they have to wait months to get 
an apartment while two Black American citizens who came into Israel get an 
apartment the very next day. 
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Translation of an article that appeared in Ma'ariv December 18, 1980. 


ISRAEL POLICE MADE AN INVESTIGATLON IN THE U.S. AS TQ WHETHER 
THERE ARE ANY LINKS BETWEEN THE BLACK HEBREWS AND THE PLO. 


information that one of the Dimona Black Hebrew Leader's Messengers 
said al a secret meeting in Atlanta that "there exists a Hain te take 
aver isracl with the bely at armas that will come from the PLO" and 
that “lsvrael is our country and we deserve it and not the Jews” 
Suspicion: There is a plan to infiltrate Members of the Sect into 
Jsvaedl through false Police credentials. 


The Lsrael Police representative io the United States, Deputy Commander 

Michael Buchner has virieed Chicaue and Atlanta several times ar the 

request of the P.LBLE. in order to check out the extent of the ties and 

cooperation between Black Hebrews in the U.S. aud their colleagues in 

Israel, and to see if there ts any truth in the intormation that they ‘ 
have links with elements hostile to Israel. 


According to infermation from the U.S., which, to date, has not been 
confirmed officially, the Jeaders of the Black Hebrews in the U.S. have 
santacts with the PLO as well. 


According to information being checked out now, the leader of the 
Black Hebrew community in Atlanta told his membership in a secret meeting 
held there that “there exists a plan to take over Israel with the help- 
of arms that will come from the PLO. The leader of the Atlanta community 
of Black Hebrews is one of Ben~Ami Carter's (leader of the Dimona Black 
Hebrews) "messengers" 


Secret Reports 


At National Police Headquarters in Jerusalem there are two secret 
reports written by a senior police officer in which the possibility 
ig raised of links between the Black Hebrews and hostile elements, 
especially the PLO. 


Even though these two reports were brought to the attention of the 
Glass Committee - the Parllamentary Committee, headed up by MK David 
Glass, which was set up to look into the problem of the Black Hebrews 


in Israel - the committee decided to allocate the Black Hebrews a 
special site in the Negev on the basis that this was the least of all 
evils. 
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A Matariv reporter learned that there is grow{ng opposition in the 
Israel Police to acceptance of the Glass Committee's recommendations. 


A senior officer admitted: "We have no solutions. We are responsible 
tor carrying out the law. As far as the Police are concerned, the 
recommendation is catastrophic. We'll regret it in the future." 


The F.B.I. and Israel Police surveillance of the Black Hebrews in 
the U.S. began when it turned out that among the members of the sect 
are criminals connected to gangs in Chicago, Atlanta and Detroit. At 
the head of these gangs - so it is claimed - are messengers of Ben-Ami 
Carter. 


This information is also being very carefully checked and has not 
yet been verified. These gangs specialize in the theft of airplane 
tickets, counterfeiting credit cards and passports, and theft of 
rented cars. The volume of the crime is estimated by the F.B.I. to 
amount to millions of dollars. 


In October, last year, it was reported that the F.B.I. and the 
Chicago District Attorney's office had promised to assist Israel with 
information they had on felonies committed by Black Hebrews in the U.S. 
Among other things, they also checked if any of these suspects reached 
Dimona. 


Deputy Commander Buchner is continuing even now with his contacts 
with the F.B.1. on this question and is transmitting detailed informa- 
tion to the National Police Headquarters in Jerusalem on the activities 
of the Black Hebrews, both criminal and otherwise. 


The Israel Police have learned that in a closed meeting of the Black 
Hebrews held recently in Atlanta, the head of that City's sect, who is 
known as the "War Messenger", said: ‘Israel is our country and we 
deserve it, not the Jews.'' The Black Hebrews are the true sons of 
Israel. The Jews are the sons of Esau and they are cheats and thieves." 


Criminal Gangs 


This same "War Messenger" of Ben-Ami Carter also said: "Our plan is 
to conquer Israel from the Jews. When the next war breaks out between 
Israel and the Arab states and all the Israeli men are at the front, we 
will take over the country with the help of arms we will buy or receive 
from the PLO." 


The "War Messenger", who is also the Black Hebrew gang leader in 


Atlanta, added: “We already have connections with the PLO on this matter... 
and there are some arms. in our people's hands." 
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Previousiy it had been Learned that the Israel Police and the F.B.L. 
suspect there is a Black Hebrew plot to infLlltrate their people into 
lsrael by means of tLalsifted police credentials. 


A while ago two Black Hebrews were returned to New York upon being 
deported from Israel after trying to pass through Passport Control at 
Lod with false police credentials. Israel Police asked Deputy Commander 
Buchner to try to check upon their identities. He discovered that they 
are Arthur Scott, 30, wanted by the Chicago Police for fraud, and Edgar 
Brinson, wanted by the police in Chicago as well as other cities. 


The F.B.1. learned that the police documents with which they tried 
to get into Israel, were printed by the Black Hebrew gang in Chicago. 
The F.B.1. thinks that many more documents, including passports, were 
forged and that the Black Hebrews will again try to enter Israel by 
means of forged documents. 


The F.B.J. suspects Black Hebrew gangs in the U.S. of swindling 
American airline companies for more than a million dollars, by the 
sophisticated theft of airplane tickets. Other victims of the Black 
Hebrews are auto rental firms, bank and credit card companies. 


Destruction of Passports 


the F.B.1. thinks that money from these crimes is passed on to 
the Black Hebrews in Israel. However, the F.B.I. made it clear to 
Israeli officials that any attempt te return Black Hebrews from Dimona 
to the U.S. will be met with great difficulty. Tt svems that the Black 
Hebrews in Lsrael destroyed their American passports to hide their 
identity. 


The Black Hébrews in the US number several thousand and they continue 
to win newcomers to their sect from concentrations of blacks in large 
cittes. 


In articles published over the past few years in Israel, it has been 
suggested that the Black Hebrews “intend on taking over the country". 


One sect member, that broke away from it in 1976, told Ha'aretz in 
October 1977: ".... he (Ben-Ami Carter) has ideas which if even some of 
them were known to the public ~ would alarm everyone. He thinks he will 
one day rule this country. He believes that he will be able to establish 
a Black Hebrew realm. We puts hatred of Jews into the heads of the brothers 
especially hatred of the government. He believes in himself fully - to 
the extent of madness". 


A public official in Arad told a Ma'tariv reporter in August 1978: 
"This is a sect with clear intentions of gaining control over the country 
and with them, the end justifies the means." 
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By JOAN BORSTEN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Aithough Ben- Ami Carter, leader 
atihe Blick Elebrews, chuimed at a 
recent press cumference thar the 
culos destitute, well informed 
sources yesterday reported that the 
cult this week purchased a flat at 36 
Rehov Ben Yair. ar Arad. and hus 
already pard [549,000 of the 15280.- 
OOO purchase price. 

The sume suurves said that of the 
cult currently bas oa “Cash flow” 
problem. mois only temporary, The 
Black Hebrews organization in daf- 
ferent US. cthes regularly forwards 
tens of thousaads of dollars earned 
by a network of restaurants, ice 
cream poirloars, und busittesses, the 
sources said, This was confirmed by 
financial circles an Arad, 

Residents of 30 Rehov Ben Yair 
have organized in opposition to the 
Black Hebrews and are collecting 
maney to purchase an iron gate for 
the building's estrance ta keep calt 
members out. The residents have 
also notified the cult's headquarters 
in Dimona that the Black Hebrews 
will not be allowed to move into the 
Hat. 

But according (o Carter, the cult 
6 in such financial stratts that they 
are unable to pay ther bills aud 
have had gas and electricity 


Friday, December 5, 1980 


‘Broke’ Black Hebrews buy flat 


turned off in ten of their rented flats 
in Dimona 

Carter also dented that Charles 
Blackwell, leader of the Arad Black 
Hebrew community, ever had the 
finunciil resources several months 
ago to offer another Arad resident 
S$2.000 cash -- ur any sum of 
money —- for hw fla. Residents of 
the 67 Ben Yair block, where that 
flat is located, eventually convinced 
the flat'’s owner nat to sed, But first 
they had tu demonstrate their op- 
position ~~ claiming that a sale fo 
the Black Hebrews would juwer 
ther property value and affect the 
bullding’s ‘quality of fe’ -- by erec- 
Hing wb ares security gate at the en- 
tranee to keep the Black Hebrews 
ont, (Tha “lock-out strategy to 
keep cull members from moving 
into a building was first used in 
Gimend.) 

Ex-cull members interpret Car- 
ter’s deserption of the cult’s 
poverty’ and ihe community's 
modest lifestyle as a ploy to win 
sympathy here and abroad. It is also 
seen as pressure on interior 
Minister Yosef Burg io approve the 
Glass committee report . which 
recommends giving cull members 
permanent residence visas and set- 
Hing them in an agricultural vilfage. 

The ex-members insist that Car- 
fer himself is a millionaire, and that 
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A leader of the Black Hebrews, 
Asiei Ben-Israel, denied the sect’s 
involvement in crime. 


$a 
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The Jerusalem Post Page Two : 


the US. organization operites on a 
hig budget, The Chicago offices 
were described as a large, modern 
three-sturey building, with a large 
national staff, 

Burg apparently remains deter- 
mined not to accept the Glass 
report, Bur the minister is being 
pressured to do so —- ur af least to 
come up with 4 more feasible salu- 
tion -- by the Knesset interior 
Committee. 

According to the ministry's 
deputy director-general, Yehudit 
Huebner, “There has been a normal 
evolution ot our thinking about how 
ihe state should dea! with anyone 
whe 3s in the courtry dlepally, or 
working ilegally, or who has a black 
matk against hina.’ Huebner says 
that today anyone, be they Indians, 
White Australians, Yellow Viet- 
namese, or Black Hebrews who are 
discovered to be breaking the law 
will be dealt with accordingly. 

In the past, the Black Hebrews’ 
legal presence in the country was 
tolerated by the police. But several 
ex-cult menibers, some of whom 
have been in the country iHegally 
for years, were recently rounded up 
by the Eilat police. Two, days ago 
two cult members were arrested at . 
Ben-Gurion Airport when it was 
found that their visas had expired 
long ago. 
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Translation from Ma'ariv, December 1, 1980 


"Brack Hebrew Leader Conducts Business in the U.S, From Here” 
by Buki Naeh 


Ben Carter, the Jeader of the Black Hebrews sect, conducts businesses 
throughout the United States, including: vegetarian restaurants, secretarial 
services, and ice-cream trucks. Every month reports are sent to him in 
Dimona from his representatives in the United States, reporting on the 
finances of his Businesses. The income from these businesses are designated 
to help set up the godly kingdom in Israel. Carter, who is called “Ben-Ami 
Ben-Yisrael," serves as the managing director of all these corporations and 
businesses throughout the world. He is an American citizen who has been 
living in Dimona for 10 years. 


One of the reports meant for Ben Carter relates to the month of October 
and was sent by one of the directors of his network of stores. in one of the 
states of the United States. This report reached the Ma'ariv newspaper. 

Me report opens with greetings “Our Lord and Master and Messiah, Blessings 
to you and to our Holy Messengers, to our Sisters and ali the Holy Ones in 
the godly kingdom who are fighting in your name. Blessings, Love, and Peace," 

and then it continues with a detailed financial report. 


The report then continues, “Our long-term goal is to achieve sufficient 
profitability in order to ensure the building of the godly kingdom." The 
report then continues to express the hope that the business enterprises in 
"Babylon" (Babylon is their term for the Black Hebrew diaspora) will succeed 
ard that there will be more monies that they can send to the holy kingdom. 


For the past several months, an Ottoman organization in Israel has been 
functioning known as the "Public Committee for Returning the Blacks to the 
United States." According to members of this committee, they have information 
: in hand including recordings of conversations that prove that the purpose and 
goal of these Blacks is to dispossess the Jewish people from the Land of Israel. 


“The newspaper, The CHicago Tribune, reported yesterday that members of 
the Black Hebrew sect, which number some 2,000 people living in Israel, have 
stolen $4.4 million from American airlines and banks over the last 15 months 
and that most of the money has been sent to their settlement in Israel. 


One of the leaders of the sect denied any involvement in criminal activity. 
"There has never been in our midst any criminal elements. Those who are accusing 
us, namely the FBI, are the same ones that accused Martin Luther King and tried 
to sully his name and have similarly attacked other Black organizations in the 
U.S." This was said by Uztel Ben-Israel who identified himself as the national 
ambassador or representative of the sect in the United States. 
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BLACK HEBREWS _DEMAND 8 STATUS OF ISRAELIS 


are ctaget cnet snincnevanem 2 te peAt whe catenins mt saree me inner pete Hn a noe ne 


Yhe Black Hebrews sect in Isreel is demanding that its people Le 
recognized as Israeli in every way, that they bo given lsracli 
identification papers and all other basic rights. This was the 
messaye of Black Hebrew leader Ben-Ami (Carter) Ben-Yis sake s 
statement at yesterday's press conference at Beit Soko} in 

Tel Aviv. 


“Defamation Campaign" 


Alsa participating in the conference were Hezkiahu Ben-Yisrae] and 
Yehuida Bat-Yisrael, other leaders of the sect. Mr. Ben-Anm!i said 
ee the conference was called in response to the "recent systeimat ic 

defamation campaign in the pré@gs and in extremist circles." ..~ 


"We reject the charge that we are 4a group that got into Israel 
tilegally and in disguise." He went on to say that the first 

group ot approximately 100 people arrived from Liberia eleven 

years ago under the Law of Return and was recognized at the tame 

by the Israeli government. At that time they received identification 
papers and all the rights that are usual in the free world. 


Presentation of Documents 
Ee eee somite caiman teal 
le presented documents that showed this, in his opinion, and 
added that the problems started later when a group of 18 arrived 
trom the United States. 


Thoy Were sent away upon their arrival at Lod. Then a member of 
tho ocemmunity in Israel came out with unauthorized declarations 
ictaning the Israeli public and that's what started all the ace 
nvet sduce then, they have been ostraciszed and disco umlan tee 
wygalnst, and to this day they are registered as tourists. 


“ft devlure once again: we are Israeli Jews with our own [aith. a 
Wo ubserve the mitzvot and see ourselves as people who have 

returned to the Holy Land from the diaspora with the goal of 

brave coming integrated in the Tsrae!i nation,” he said. 


ma 


Promises from Jews in America 
Mr. Carter Ben-lsrael added that his sect has received promises 
from Jewish leaders in America that there will be no Israeli 
atLempt to expel them from the country, "but now, after all the 
publicized defamation, we are worried. 


jhe opcaker called for implementation of the Glass Gommitter 
recommendations which he said would make possible a sensible 
resolution of their problems. "It is better to die here in 
| Israet than to return as slaves to the United States," declared ’ 
| Ben-Ami Carter. 


Translation from Ma'ariv, November 24, 1980 


Secret report which was sent from outside of israel 
to the Israeli police: 


"It is Suspected That the Black Hehrews in the U.S. are 
Connected with the P.L.0." 


by 2vi Singer 


A secret report sent to Israel a few months ago by the 
Israel Police representative in the U.S., Captain Michael Buchner, 
indicates suspicion of a Linkage between the leaders of the 
Black Hebrew sect in the U.S. and organizations hostile to 
Israel, among them probably also the PLO. 


The secret report was principaily devoted to the criminal 
suspicions attributed to several of the Black Hebrew sect's 
Jeaders in the U.S. It mainly spoke about suspicions of 
fraud and forgeries amounting to millions of dollars. A section 
of the report was also devoted, however, to "Uhe Security Aspect" 
(connections with hostile organivations) and the propaganda 
aspect (propaganda which the Black Hebrews in the U.S, are 
directing against israel and the Jews }. 


A senior source in the pollee confirmed the fact that this 
report was truly sent to Israel and sald it was reliable. 
Together with this, it was also emphasized that what was involved 
was unconfirmed information, at least at this point in time. 


Minister of Interior, Dr. Yosef Burg, was asked about this 
and he refused to react to the report. It also became known 
that in the Ministry of Interior and the Police opposition 
prevailed to the full implementation of the conclusions of the 
Glass Committee which was appointed to investigate the issue of 
the Black Hebrews. This is also because of the fear of the 
existence of a linkage between the Black Hebrews and elements 
hostile to the country. 


Furthermore, /the Glass Committee conclusions its members 
cite the fact that in the past the leadership of the Black . 
Hebrews in the U.S. have approached elements hostile to Israel * 
and further even after it ceased its public attacks on Israel, 
the sect's leaders continued to secretly approach international 4 
bodies candemning Israel. ; 


Elsewhere in its conclusions, the committee cited that 
they are not of the opinion that the very presence of the 
sect in Israel poses a real and acute security threat. 
However, it is clear that from the very existence of this sect, : 
given its character, including its peculiar ideology and 
motivation, requires that security authorities be continually 
alert as to what transpires in their midst. 
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Translation from Ma‘Ariv, November 17, 1980 


"'Biack Hebrew' Wants to be Black Jew” 


Gedalia Ben-Yisrael,wno left the cult with three of his 
sons, is studying in a yeshiva for "Ba'tal T'shuva." 

He won't reveal where he is living. He claims that the 
cult's Leader has put out a “contract” for hiv death. 


By- Zvi Singer 


One of the central figures of the Black Hebrew cult - who 
formerly was one of the cult! $s 12 presidents and left it ~ is 
hidinzs at present in a Jerusalem veshiva for "“Retumners to the 
Faith," where he is undergoing the process of conversion to Judaism. 


The former Black Hebrew moved to Jerusalem about two weeks ago 
with three of his sons and is asking the country to give him | 
Israeli citizenship. 


Gedalia Ben-Yisrael left the cult about 4 year ago with his 
wife, who was pregnant then. A few days afterward the woman 
returned to the cult and Gedalia Ben-Yisrael claims that she was 
kidnapped. When they were brought together,under police protection, 
she refused to return to him and decided to stay with the cult. 
Gedalia Ben-Yisrael underwent a long interrogation at national 
police headquarters about the cult and its goals. Afterwards, he 
left Dimona, where he had lived for a few years, and moved to Arad. 
About two weeks ago he left Arad and moved to Jerusalem with his 3 sons. 


"TI completely wasted 12 years of my life in one big lie,” 
Gedalia Ben-Yisrael told me yesterday, "Today I am trying to rehabi- 
litate my life and to build something new. JI have a long road ahead 
ae my conversion will be completed, but I am sure { will meet 
the task. All sacrifices are worthwhile for this. 


Yesterday he spoke to me by phone, however he refused to meet 
me face to face. "I don't want one newspaper interview to endanger 
the process of my conversion. He also refused to give his address 
be 6 security reasons," he said. "I am now at a very delicate stage... 
you know..." 


The "shiduch" (match) between the yeshiva and Ben-Yisrael]l was 
arranged by the Black Jews (to differentiate from the Hebrews) who 
Live in the Sanhedria Murhevet neighborhood of Jerusalem. 

"Many people helped me and I am thankful to them with all my heart. 
Still not everyone - even those who study with me at yeshiva - know 
my past and what happened to me with the Black Hebrew cult. I am 
also worried that this could interfere with my finding a suitable 
school in which my three sons can be absorbed into society and studies, " 


Gedalia Ben-Yisrael - who claims that not lnng ago the cult's 
leader Ben-Ami Carter put. out a contract to kill him - is also 
busy these days writing a book in which, as promised by those close 
to him, will be new revelations on the Black Hebrew cult and its. 
goals. Meanwhile, the former Black Hebrew prefers to isolate 
bimseLf and concentrate on his conversion. _ 
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Pranslation from MatAriv, November 17, 1980 


"Tans of Demonstrators in Dimona Against the Black Hebrews" 
t 


{ 


"Vembers of the sect harass our children,” the parents called 
out. * MK Yitzhak Peretz: “Every member of the sect must 
be expelled from the country immediately.” 


By-Buki Naeh 


There was unrest in the streets of Dimona yesterday afternoon 
across from the Municipal Building. There tens of parents of stu- 
dents of the Zinman school demonstrated against the move of the 
Black Hebrews to the Absorption Center which is next to the school. 
The parents distributed placards and carried large signs opposing 
the cult and the decision of the City of Dimona. The signs read: 


“Prey promised the security of our children," 
"Government, prove your authority.” 
"The law has become a joke." "Tne Blacks are an Annoyance." 


The protesting parents and the body calling itself the “Action 
Committee for Dimona" read over loudspeakers the declarations of 
the sect leaders against the state cf lsrael, which have been 
publicized in the U.S. media. The demonstrators are demanding 
that the sect members be ousted from the country because, according 
to them, they are a hostile body te the state of Isracl. The 
parents say that sect members harass their children on their way 
to and from school, frighten them, and threaten them. 


MK Yitzhak Peretz, former mayor of Dimona, said at the 
demonstration that all the members of the sect must be immediately 
expelled from the country. According to him, it has already been 
{i years that the governments of Israel has ignored the problem of 
the Blacks, something which in the end could bring holocaust to 
the Tsraeli people. 


At a last minute meeting the parents agreed to Mayor of Dimona, 
MK Jacques Amir's request not to have their children participate in 
the demonstration, MK Amir said yesterday: "We will not rest and 
we will not be quiet until the Israeli government decides how to 
solve the Black problem. It has dragged on for 11 years already." 


Yesterday the results of the census taken by the Dymona police 
of Black Hebrews living in the city were made public. The Blacks 
were photographed, received internal identity numbers, and their 
fingerprints were taken. ‘The census results attest that in Dimona 
there are only 672 Black Hebrews, in 132 families. Forty percent 
of those accounted for in the census were minors under 13 years. 

The census revealed that 50 men in the sect have more than one wife. 
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This is how the Black Hebrewa sneak into Israel: 


The Mysterious "Rosenberg" from Chicago sends 


“Absorption Agents" to Arad 


By: Buki Naeh 


Almost every night some tan-skinned ‘tourists disappear into a 
small truck which Leaves from the hotel “Nof Arad” in Arad. The 
next morning some dark-skirmed residents join the ranks of Israeli 
residents with their new family naine of “Ben Yisrael." 


Recently the police completed an all-inclusive investigation 
on the subject of "How the Rlack Helrews are tnfiltrating inte 
Israel" and delivered its findings to Minister of the Intertor, 
Dr. Yosef Bure. 


{t ig known that several times a week a taxi from Ben Gurion 
Airport arrives at the Hotel “Nof Avad" in Arad. In it are dark-~ 
skinned tourists, dressed strictly according to the latest fashions. 
Each one is equipped, according te the people of the hotel, with 
at least three heavy suitcases. They present themselves as 
teachers, pilgrims, participants in Congresses, or just tourists, 
They rent rooms for one night and also pay for breakfast. A few 
minutes after their arrival, one of the tourists requests a 
collect call to Chicago to a man named “Rosenberg.” During the 
telephone conversation they speak in code. 


Approximately one-half hour to an hour after the telephone 
conversation with "Rosenberg" in Chicago, a member of the Black 
we Hebrews cult shows up at the door of the hotel, inquires at the 
reception desk for the room numbers of the dark guests from the 
U.S., and goes up to visit them. A short time after this, the 
Black tourists come down with him, with all their suitcases, and 
disappear inside the truck waiting for them. 


In order to corroborate the findings, they implemented an 
additional investigation. Using the code words which they learned 
by bugging the telephone conversations, the investigators called 
“Rosenberg” in Chicago. After one-half hour the truck appeared 
at the hotel to pick them up. To his surprise, the eult's 
“absorption agent” did not find the “new immigrants" in the hotel 
and was forced to return empty handed - but not before the 
incident was photegraphed by hidden cameras. 


The manager of Hotel Nof Arad, Ms. Simcha Shochat, said 
yesterday that recently the Black guests have begun to save on 
their expenses: they reach the hotel, set their suitcases down 
in the lobby, and go to the public phone. From there thy request 
the collect call to "Rosenberg." 
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Translation from Ha'Aretz November 6, 1980 


"Leader of Black Hebrews: Ne Prefer to Die in Israel and 
Will Not Arree to our Expuls Vion" 
Jemand to carry out conclusions of Ulass Committee * 
Complaint of Libel Campaign*® Criticism of the Government from Dimonat 


by- Mordechai Artziell 


“we prefer to die in israel thun to be expelled from here, 
. is possible to send soldiers and police to expel us with 
the atrensth of weapons. ‘tt is possible to shoot us. But we 
Will oppose all means,” Ben Ami Carter enid yesterday. 
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He snid that he and the memoers of the cult fully cooperated 
with the Glass Committee and the Anesset committee which investi- 
gated the situation of the cult. The Glass Committen conclusions 
Supported us and especially the cenclusion to permit us to estab- 
lish @ naturalist moshav in the Negev. But now a systematic libel 
campaign is being waged azainst us. 


Recently someone took it upon themselves to publish in the 
press that we stole building materials for rehabilitation of the 
Absorption Cettter where we moved to live in order to prevent 
incidents with some of the residents of the Nitzahon neighborhood. 
This system of publishing, accusing a whole ethnic group because of 
the actions of one member -before he is indeed proven gull ty- 
this system is used by anti-Semites towards the Jews. 


Much tension and bittevness prevailed yesterday among 800 
members of the cult in Dimona, Men, women, and children gathered 
next to the building of the Absorption Center to which they recently 
moved, One member of the cult sugrested collective suicide of the men. 


Upon completion of the emergency meeting of the City Council of 
Dimona yesterday, Mayor Jacques Amir sent a telegram to the Prime 
Minister requesting an urgent meeting. He said that all members of 
the City Council viewed the government's evasion of the conclusions 
ry of the Glass Committee with gravity. "Why does the Minister of 
Interior refuse to bring the Glass Committee conclusions to a 
thorough discussion in the government?" he asked. He went on tosay 
that at his recommendation the Housing Ministry gave over the bwilding 
at the Absorption Center to the members of the cult. The building 
hadn't been used for many years and was badly neglected. Members of 
the cult cooperated. They gave up the apartments that had been avail- 
able to them, emptied the shelters, moved to the Absorption Center ; 
building and improved it themselves exceptionally well. 
The Glass Committee conclusions should be accepted to give the members 
of the cult the status of permanent residents of Israel and to allow 
them to establish a settlement in the Negev, said Mr. Amir, 


The Israel Director of American Jewish Congress, Mr. David Clayman, 
sent an urgent letter to the City of Dimona in which he expressed the 
anxiety of U.S. Jewry about what could happen there between Jews 
and Blacks if the Glass Committee conclusions aren't implemented. . 
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"ranslation from Ma'tAriv - November 6, 1980 


“Fear of Harm to American Jewry if Black Hebrews are Deported" 


So warns the Secretary-General of the Jewish Congress in the 
U.S., Mark Klein, in a telegram to the Mayor of Dimona - 


by Buki Naeh 


"The Jewish community in the U.S. fears potential violence 
against Jews by Blacks in the streets of the United States if it is 
decided to expel the Black Hebrew cult from Israel. Today tens of 
thousands of Blacks live in the U.S. who are identified with the 
Black Hebrew cult and are interested in joining them," so wrote the 
Secretary-General of the U.S. Jewish Congress, Mark Klein, ina 
telegram he sent to the Mayor of Dimona, MK Jacques Amir. 


At the conclusion of a stormy meeting of the Dimona City Council 
a telegram was sent to Prime Minister Menahem Begin, requesting an 
urgent meeting for the city's administration with him on the subject 
of the Black Hebrews. "It is not possible for the residents of 
Dimona, Arad, and Mizpeh Ramon to carry the whole burden with no help 
of this national problem," said the telegram to the Prime Minister. 


Chairman of the Municipal Council of Mizpeh Ramon, Shmuel Cohen, 
said the residents will not be able to carry the burden of maintenance 
of the Black Hebrews who, according to him, are a public and social 
annoyance to the residents of Mizpeh Ramon. He thinks the government 
must decide immediately either to send them back to the U.S. or to 
allocate a settlement for them. 


Tomorrow morning will be a meeting of the Citizen's Action 
Committee of Dimona, which is requesting that the Black Hebrews be 
ousted from their city. After a meeting with Mayor Jacques Amir the 
committee will decide what steps to take in the wake of the post- 
ponement of the conclusions of the Glass Committee by the Minister-of 
Interior. 


; President of the Black Hebrews cult, Ben Ami Yisrael Carter, 
{ reacted yesterday to the declarations of the Minister of Interior 
before the Knesset. "Over the past ten years the government hasn't 
changed its opinion about us even though we declared that we changed 
our opinions for the better about Israel." When asked what would happen 
if it is decided to expel the members of the cult from Israel, he answered: 


"Even if the army comes, we won't leave. It is better to die 
in Israel than to live in the U.S. Our expulsion from Israel 
is an impossibility. We will not send our children into 
slavery in the U.S. Whatever will happen to the cult will 
happen to it here in Israel." 


The Ministry of Interior will decide the fate of the Black Hgbrews, 
this following the Minister's announcement in the Knesset which said 
the conclusions of the Glass Committee will not be adopted. It is not 
impossible, tonight confirmed a high official in the Ministry of Interior, 
that a suggestion to expel the Black Hebrews from Israel will come out 
of these discussions, because they are there illegally. 


Minister of Interior, Dr. Yosef Burg, said:"This is a very delicate 
subject. Therefore it must be related to carefully." The Minister ‘| 
refused to de or to confirm whether ths possibility of their expul- | 
vion from isriel weuld be discussed. » shall meet, discuss it, 

¢yd see wiat v2 deside.” 


He 


Translation from Fatariv (Canute) 


BALD 


Moayember 6, 1980 


Various cireles in Jerusalem explained last night that in 
light of the Minister's announcement in the Knesset - in which 
the government does not intend to adopt the conclusions of the 
glass Committee - the principle conclusion being that indeed 
the Black Hebrews who are here in Israel illegally will be 
expelled. The Glass Committee suggested to found a settlement 


of their own in the south of Israel. 


A senior police officer who in the past has dealt with the 
subjeet of the Black Hebrews, gaid that"the stand of the 
police was and will remain not to allow them to stay in the 
country. They got here illegally. Many of them have a full 
criminal past. JT assume that if it is asked, it will be our 


clear stand.” 
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fpesinis. the aockal tension it has generated in 
Fale departed 


umber of 
the shost worrisome aapect ui the egal 
2 Blath Hebrew sect has been the harags- 
sckeoowured vigitora auspected of being 
.Sherepart by William Raspberry, 2 
‘iolamnist, published elsewhsre on 
: rates the damage caused, aa a 
ides yhag-wa ae ne b that |} 

t direc Sa ED, spherry suggests that he 
: eeawith the ty ayn reached by his black American inter- 


Be 


( was thelr qolour, or race. 


t-ine -visitora were really Black Hebrews 


by fae. Raayih : 
:  gaok are ihe ts of the ‘policy of procrastination pursued for | 
: ‘nearly R now by Interior Minister Yosef Burg. Since the 3 


¢ Black Hebrews are illegal aliens, Dr. Burg would have been | 
within his rights to deport them at any time, and without | 
| ceremony, back io their native U8. He chose nat to exercise this ] 
foption, rightlg fearing violent resistance from the sect and 

j repercussions yerseas 

But the interior filnister falled te eee his way to amy other per- § | 
immanent solution either. This made it possible for the Black 
2 Hehrewe to grow —~ despite sich ‘preventive’ measures aa are § 
related by Mr. Raspberry — froth a few score te several thou- 


The onty useful atep taken by Dr. Burg during this period of | 
; time waa his agreeing to the formation of a Knesset panel, head- j 
fed by Law Committee Chairman David Glass, to examine the 

i problamn in depth and to offer recommendationa. 


Having sat on these recommendations for five months now, 


| Or. Barg turned them down this week, to the Knesset’s surprise. 
'He would not legalige the sect’s stay in the country, Dr. Burg 


told parliament, nor would he make a village avallabie for their 


} habitation — even on condition they came clean and underiook 
¢to stop violating the immigration laws, as proposed by the Glaas 
¢ Committes. 


Tne wily (and anti-Semitic) Black Hebrews, he thought, did 


g not deserve such kid-glove treatment: his own ncstrum was to 
psend them all back -- or rather to talk them into going back, to 


the U8. 
With ali due respect, this is balderdash. If auch easy repatria- 


tion were possible, without difficulty and without blackening 
’ Israel's name, it would presumably have been carried out iong 
fago. Whatever its ‘inotives, whether personal or political (Dr. 
| Burg and Mr. Glass are both leading members of the NRP), the 
i vetoing of the recommendations (which the coalition would not 
seven allow to be referred to a Knesset committee) is an ingult to 
ithe nation’s intelligence. 


Most important, the veto will produce more trouble, both in 


s the Negev towns and at Ben Gurion Airport, and more columns 


| and storles in American newspapers like Mr. Raapberry‘s, only 


EOPBE. 


thal the only reason they were prevented from enter- | 


ghtest dwubt that he and they are wrong, § 
fy the airport authorities (even tf | 
¢Ierasl Eimbassy in Washington) was the : 
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exaely, in some such place es Dimona or : 
; She sessne suspicion was at ell warranted, we # 
66 may of telling. “What is clear is that it was not belfeved | 
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i Black en = | roundup — — 
Part of plan to rid city 
of illegals, police say 


we 


By JUAN RORSTEN 
derusalem Post Reporter 
TEE AVIV. - Tne Ellat police 
round up last Wednesday mught of 
an estimated dozen former Black 
Hebrews «as part of a drive to rid 
the cify of itg Mlegal residents, the 
natinnal oolice spokesman last 

night told Tar Jerusalem Post 

He stresses that it was not an ac- 
flon directed at the «mall commun! 
tyal Americans who have defected 
from the ranks of the megaslanic cult 
centred {n Gimona Africans were 
also arrested, he said 

The spukes nan added that it was 
nov vet clear if the former cuit 
members some of wham have been 
living illegally in tne country for 
almost 16 years, would be 
prosee .ted 

The spokesman for the police's 


‘agulberd region refused tu say wok 


the Enlat group had been singled 
out Sue 2,990 Blacw Hebrews, all 
beheved to be without valid visas 


saben 


a 


are Iiving in Limena, Arad and 
Milspe Ramon Their right to re- 
main in Israel has nat been 
challerged by the police for ap- 
proximately two veairs reporiedly 
as the resuls of an order from 
national police Feadquarters 

David Yirreah, alawver feoraix of 

e@ Eflat residents arrested, all af 
whom have apphea far cilizenah.p 
or perinanent residence niany 
times, said he plans to revitlon ipe 
Hign Court of Justice vo cancel ihe 
charges before the cases reach ire 
Magistrates Court if tts proved 
that hia clents nave no cernul to 
live in israel tne magistrave will 
nave no legal choice but to order 
depertatun, VYotrhak’ sata 

Passports and documents sich 
as drivers, noences, nad been con 
fiscated, ne added tle claimed tnat 
one of the for rer Bick Hobrews 
was chtugranies, fo oge printed 
and hela foe Live reoure a.though he 
holds & ya.) 1G ar. BL VISA 
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~ Alternatives needed 
for Black Hebrews 


TANY OTHER country would most probably have sent them long | 
|ago back where they came from — as did Liberia, shortly after | 
Ithe Black Hebrews, under the leadership of self-proclaimed | 
i messiah Ben-Ami Carter landed on its territory, seeking refuge | 
from alleged persecution in the black ghetto of Chicago, Il. 
| israe}, not being a black country, has not followed the | 
‘Liberian example, and today it is facing a problem the dimen- } 
fsions of which were indicated in a series of articles in thia | 
inewspaper last week. 
i By March 1970, when the second group of Biack Hebrews 
f acrived in this country, the authorities knew very weil that these | 
i supposed descendants of laraelite exiles were neither converted | 
| Jews nor stateless refugees, and that they did not in any way | 
Equality under the Law of Return. From statements by Ben-Ami | 
[Carter himself the authorities (meaning, in effect, the Interior | 
i Ministry) were also well aware that the group was indoctrinated | 
ina cultie faith that was not only anti-white but anti-Semitic and | 
janti-larael ag well. . 
i Today, centred almost exclusively in the Negev townas of | 
FOimona, Arad and Mitzpe Ramon, the Black Hebrews, | 
igrown to an admitted 2,000 and possibly twice as many, atill | 
‘form s closed nation within a nation. Their beliefs are unchang: | 
fed, and while they are not given to crime, thelr willingness to } 
fcomiply with the country's laws le not too conapicuoua whenever | 
iihoss laws tend te conatrigt their style of ving and thelr | 
tnumerical growth. f 
1 ‘The Interior Ministry did not deport them back a decade age | 
for the sole reagon that their skin was black, and for fear that | 
itheir expulsion might stir up charges of raciam against israel. | 
lHad they been white, there would have been no compunction | 
f about banishing auch an upstart crowd of bogus — and exclusive | 
1-— claimante to this Land. Ag it was, they were ailowed to stay | 
Fon, somewhere in the twilight zone of legality. 
| A concentrated effort was, however. launched to prevent the | 
| Black Hebrews from awelling their ranks through unlawful im: | 
j migration. The effort has been a dismal failure. Many innocent | 
i Blach American tourlats have been subjected to harassment by 
| airport officials suspecting they are recruits to the cult, but the | 
i Carter psople have kept getting hundreds of thelr fellow oultists | 
ifrom the U.8. in by a varlaty of devious ways. y i 
Clearly, wholesale déportation is not a viable option today. | 
The only civilized alternative, then, is for the state to put the 
i Black Hebrewa up a9 legally permanent residents in a settle. | 
iment of their own where they could lead a life consonant with | 
I their beliefs — but in full cornpilance with the jaw of the jand, | 
That is what a panel headed by MK David Glass, chairman of { 
ithe Knesset Law Committees, recommended last June after an | 
exhaustive probe, This may not be an ideal solution, and some | 
close observers believe Mr. Glass waa in some measure taken in | 
lby Mr, Carter's clever show of moderation. But the idea (which | 
Interior Minister Burg ja for some reason still keeping on his | 
I shelf) is congenial to the Black Hebrews’ Jewish neighbours, | 
and presumably to the Knagact, too. : 
Mr, Carter for his part ia willing to cooperate —- provided the | 
| Government first undertakes to set up. at ita own expense, the | 
f suggesied moshav for his followers. That la, however, tha wrong | 
f sequence. Mr. Carter must not be allowed to diotate terma to the | 
) Government. He must himaelf firat provide a full Net of names | 
fof followers, their true names and their fingerprints, and he | 
| must undertake to stop bringing in any new membera {f he | 
f wants a aolution — not if he gets one. 
Any show of readiness to treat the Black Hebrewa aa a 
sovereign entity will only encourage their tendency to behave 
| like one. : : f 
f Having allowed them to atay on in Jarael go long, the Govern: | 
ment cannot plead uneconcern’ about the fate of the Black f 
Hebrews. By the same token, however, it also has an obligation | 
to the hundreds of reported members of the cult who wish to 
defect ~ but are deterred by fear that this might mean being 
thrown out into the street; or out of the country. To them If. 
should be made clear that the state would welcome such a step 
and would make it entirely possible for them to remain in the: 
country as ordinary black Israelis, if they #0 desired. coe 
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yWo BLACK HEBREWS ARRESTED LN CASE OF THE MURDERED PROSTITUTE 
by Buki Nach 


Yochana Ben-Lscael, 37 years old, and Azariya Ben-Israel, 30, both 
belonging to the Black Hebrews sect, were arrested by the Beer Sheva police 
as suspects in the murder of the prostitute, Bruria Gabal, Last weck. 


Brurda Gabai's body was discovered carly last Thursday morning with 
deep stab wounis in the chest. 


A special investigating team handling the case questioned a number of 
prostitutes who claim that on the night of the murder, Bruria Gabai got into an 
argument with two Blacks who tried to steal a watch from a friend of hers. A 
composite picture drawn up based on the description of the two Blacks who were 
seca with Gabai led te the two suspects. 


The police, with a search warrant, eutered the suspects' homes. A sneaker 
ith an unidentified red stain was found in the home of Yochanan Ben~-Israel and 
he shoe was sent for forensic tests. The suspect was arrested for 15 days. 


The second suspect, Azariya Ben-Israel, father of seven, was arrested for 
Tour duys oaly. 


The passports of members of the Black Hebrews sect are held by their 
Jeader, Bes-Amwi Ben-Tsracl (also known as Ben-Ami Carter) and the sect members 
warty only internal identity cards bearing their Hebrew names. 
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A policy of 
antagonism | 


By ABRAHAM RABINOVIGH Jerusalem Post Reperter 


THE BLACK HEBREW sect, which 
recently received the blessings of a 
government commitiee, were able 
to stave off internal disintegration 
whortiy after thelr arrival in Tarael 
in the early i970a by deliberately 
promoting an antagonistic 
relationship with the laraell govern- 
ment and soclety, according to an 
American anthropologist. 


David Glass. (Rubinger) 


De. Merrill Singer, of George. 
Washington University, who studied 
the Black Hebrewa during a sab- 
batical here two.yeare ago, notes 
that the sect was aubject to bitter in- 
ternal rivalries and defections in 
Liberia, where the group had initlai- 
ly azought to sink roots, and during. 
the first years In Israel. 

It was fn 1972, Singer says, that 
the sect decided that the beat tool 
for unity was a shared outside 
threat. And that threat would be in 
larael, 

“The Black Hebrews began to 
make public claims to being the 
only true Hebrews and atated to 


ER ED pote Ot Meee at. RE so I a OID ew mee 3 Seem te 


reporters that Jewa would soon be 
forced out of farael. 

“Having heard the latter decree 
for some time from various Arab 
spokeamen, the Israeli government 
began to stiffen its policy with 
regard to Black Hebrews, Members 
who violated Isradii law were 
deported as illegal aliens, and there 
were even veiled threats that the 
whole (Black Hebrew) nation would 
be deported en masse. 

“Under these conditions of out- 
side opposition, the Black Hebrews 
were able to forge a unified and 
highly organized community." 


SINGHR’'S observations are Includ- 
ec in a paper delivered in the U.S. 
and made svalilable here by the 
Jerusalem Centre for 
Anthropological Study which par- 
tlally financed the research. 

A government committes headed 
by ME. David Glaze recommended 
last month that the 1,800 Black 
Hebrews living In Dimona, Mitape 
Ramon and Arad be granted legal 
atatus and allowed to establish a 
communal settlement in the Negev. 

In another paper delivered before 
the Israeli Anthropological Aasocia- 
tion, Singer notes that the sect has 
developed a highly centralized 
structure headed by Ben Ami Ban- 
Iarael (formerly Carter) ‘‘who. is 
viewed as the son of God and heraid- 
ed Messiah who will rule over the 
Kingdom of God that the Black 
Hebrews seek to establish over the 
face of the earth. # > 

Assisting him 1s a Holy Counvil of 
12 nesim (princes) responsible for 
distinct areas, like transportation, 
education and entertainment. The 


Talnistry of Divine Sentinel acta as 


an Internal police force.“ 

Singet's -conclusion regarding 
migrating ‘sects In general ta that 
“the seeking of a threatening ¢n- 
vironment can be understeod aa a 
solution to the problems of Internal 
disunion,"’ ‘ 


An indication -that-thig solution | 


has been achieved regarding the }. . 


Blavk Hebrews da the comment by 
Carter after the Glass Committed 
daoision: “We want to be regular 
eltizens and help the State of 
Israel.’ 
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David Glass, M.K.s ( 
The Expulsion of the Black Hebrews Will Cause Damage to the State 


Insists that the report prepared b* the 
Committee he chaired be implemented immediately. 


~«- MK. David Slags said this in reaction to reports that a 
decision is being formulated in the Ministry of Interior to 
reject the recommendations of his Committee. 


--- The rolice summitted a report to the Ministry of Interior 
@uclinin, the cdanger inherent in adopting these recommendations. 


Arone other voints the Police indicated that criminals in 
the States have bfeen recruited by the Black Hebrew sect to 
infiltrate inte Terael using forged documents. The Police has 
recommended the deportation in stages of those Black Hebrews in 
the corntr:. 


cays 


In a meeting of the Knesset Committee of Interior the day 
before yesterday (i.e. Sept. 7) the prevablong opinion seemed 
to be that the recommendations of the Glass Committee be rejected, 


Mm.0. Class told a Ha'aretz reporter that he was surprised 
by the position adepted by Ministry of Interior officials at the 
Knesset Committee meeting. Class recalled that the Minister of 
Interior accepted in principle the Glass Committee Report and 
announced he would bring its recommendations before the govern- 
ment for its approval. : 


The view of the Police was known to the (Glasea) Committee and 
it 4s inconceivable according to Glass that a public committee 
( should invest a full year's labor examining in detail the entire 
matter and hearins testimony from scores of witnesses only to 
have the Minister disregard its findings and recommendations. 


Glass is insistent that the Minister of Interior lement 
posthaste the report's recommendations. According to him, Dimona 
residents turned to him only yesterday and threatened violent 
demonstrations if the problem of the Black Hebrews was not 
immediately solved inasmuch as it poses a serious burden for them. 


It is known that several members of the Black Hebrew sect, 
when they appeared before the Glass Committee, armounced that if 
they were to be deported they would commit mass suicides & la Guyana. 
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Group of black Jews boosts ali 


By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusslen: Post Reporter 

Adrienne Hendricks first began 
to question her faith in Christianity 
at the age of seven, when neliher 
her family minister nor her aunts 
vould explain why they observe the 
Sabbath on Sunday instead of 
Saturday, aa written in the Bible. 

Today, having converted to 
Judaism and taken the name Shifra 
Wukir, she’ observes’ Shabbat, 


‘kash And sil the other amitendt of | - 


Orinodox Jews and is planning to 
marry an Israeli ba'al teshuva 
(penitent) of Iragl-Spanish paren- 
tare. 

Shifra, 33, ia alsa a Slack. In her 
spare time away from her Job ag a 
respiratory therapist in Jerusalem, 


she {a secretary of Brit Avraham, @ 


new organization of Black Israeli 
Jews set up to encourage aliya 
among Black Jews and to provide a 
balanced picture of [srael to Black 
Christian tourists. 

Less than a year after being 
founded, Brit Avraham has 80 
members, ‘We got together, not to 
pressure the government for 
something, but to contribute to the 
quality of Hfe here, increase wn- 
derstanding and help each other," 
says Yakir, who founded the 
organization along with Avraham 
Hagens, another convert. It helds 
meetings and runs largely on 
donations from ita own members. 

Membera fiid that many of the 
sevegal hundred Black American 
tourlsta who arrive in Israel each 
yeat are elther pro-Palestinian or 
misinformed about basics. ‘Few 
know that there are such people as 
Black Jews,"’ saya Yakir. ‘And 
they aren't aware that Arabs were 
among the first te enslave Biacka... 
that there still are Black slaves to- 


Shitra Yakir 


day in Saudi Arabla. We don't want 
them to leave Israei thinking it is a 
white country that supports racists 


‘in South Africa,’* 


The group also work to encourage 
allya among Black Jewa -— either 
born to a Jewish mother or can- 
verted according to Halacha — who 
are estimated to number about 
9,000 in the U.S. alone, 

Brit Avraham emphasizes the 
radical difference between Biack 
Jews snd ‘Black Hebrews" (the 
3,500 American Blacks living here 
who clair to be the ‘reali Hebraws”’ 
bot aren't Jews). “The only thing we 
have in common ia the oleae of 
our akin and the country of birth," 
she says, The organization has heen 


i 

a | 

} 

y : 

in contact with Bialasha Jews from | 

Ethiopia, but membora feel they | 
have little in common with them 
because of completely different 

backgrounds and problems. 

Yakir was born to & Protestant 
family in Columbua, Ohio. Although 
she knew few Jows, she gradually 
begen to atudy Judaluym and to 
oumerve RKashrut. She got active in 


the Hille! House on campus and 
looked for a rabbi to convert her, 


Wat tliat Ewent toa Reforss rabbi 
—~ J didn’t know the difference, Hut 

i got to-xAnow young peoptedimethe 
temple, and found that they were | 
confused about thets identities and | 
belicts. What waa the use of becom- 
ing a Reform Jew only to assirmiiate | 
later?" ” 

She found the Conservatived 
more solid in their faith, but decid- 
ed to seek an Orthodox conversion. 
At the age of 26, she was a Jewess. 
She spent 18 months on Kibbuts Hiln 
Tzurim to learn Hebrew, and 
became an olah. 

Yakir haa found ne racial dia- 
¢rimination in Taraei, and she foela 
“much more at home here than in: 
the U.8." Sometimes, children 
point to her and-say kushit 
C'Black’’) because of the nevelty, 
“without realizing what it means." 
Her tactic when ashe seen 
youngsters stare at her is to jump 
the gun and say with a amile Ans 
kushit (asm a Black). The children 
either laugh or retreat, ; 

She feeis more disoriminated 
against as a new immigrant. 
‘Israelis treat newcorers badly | 
untll they become settled,’ she 
asserts. 

Brit Avraham can be reached 
through POB 12042 in Jerusalem or 
Tel, 02-851498 (Shifra) or 02-8126538 | 
{Avraham Hagens). : 
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black Hebrew Sect Is Said 
To Be Suspected in Thefts 


CHICAGO, Nov. 30 (AP) -~ Membery ot 
a religious sect known as the Black He. 
| brews” allegedly have stolen about $4.4 
million from airlines and banks over the 
Just 15 months, The Chicago Tribune re- ae 
ported today, | ie 

Much of the money might” have been 
sont io.2-¢olany ie Israel, where’ about 

members o: the sect tive, the news- 
ee said. The group’ 8, headquarters is 
n Chicago. 

“Recently, we have become aware of & 
number of crimes that are attribuied ta. 
members of this organization,” James 0. 

Ingram, head of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation's Chicago office told ‘The 
Tribune. 

Astet Ben-Israel, who satd he was the : . : 
Black Hebrews’ national ambassador, : - a 
denied any Involvernent, saying, Weve oS ae 
never had Sny criminal element.!'. |: : . pes : 

‘The Tribune quoted a bureau official as ; 
saying that American Airlines and Delta f 
Airlines had reported the theft of §3 mil. 4 : % 
lion worth of blank tickets and that many 
jhad been tracedtosectmembers, ; 
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Israel’s Black Hebrews 


American Sect Raises Troublesome Questions 


On Determining Right 


By William Claiborne 
Washingwon Rost Fottign service 

DIMONA, Isracl — Bon-Ami Cars 
ter, “divtue prince of princes” of the 
Black Hebrews, stood in the shade of 
a date palm tree in an oasiscike park 
ia this remote Negev desert town, a he- 
abitie simile spreading actusy his [ace 
he watched two dozen of his young 
subjects perform: gymnastic exercises 
with practiced precision, 

One by one, his lieutenants ap- 
proached hin, bowing reverently as 
they address him as “father,” and, ocea- 
sionally, “master.” Phey embraced him 
warmly, slepping respectfully aside at 
his nod of dismissal, 

‘Che children, drawn frotn the “King- 
dem School of Holiness” at a moment's 
notice Lo impress a visitor, bumble obe- 
dienth: aeress the dawn, perforniing 
corivheels. backflips and human pyr- 
anuds as visual proof of their fitness, 

“Yoirsee. they have no swollen bellies 
and bowed legs, Do they fook to you 
hke thes are heaten and abused, and 
sunering trom malnutrition and dis. 
ease?” Carter asked. “There is a smear 
campaign, a systematic proyram of prox 


paganda by racists in the upper ech. 


clous of the Israeli society,” he added, 

The bitterness in Carter’s voiee un- 
derlined the intensity of an Ll-year 
stragele between the government of Is- 
racl and the 1,500 black Americans be- 
longing fo the cult of the Black He- 
brews, who came to Israel as illegal im- 
migrants contending that they are the 
descendants of ancient tribes of Israel 
who were exiled to Aftica and sold into 
slavery, F ; 

‘The conflict, which has simmered be- 
hind the scenes for more than a decade 
~~ occasionally surfacing in the Israeli 
press to the irritation and embarrass. 
ment “of various governments ~~ 
touches the nerve ends of the Israeli 
conscience. It raises fundamental ques- 
tions about who is a Jew and to whom 
the doors of the Jewish state should 
be apened, 

‘The clebate is heating up once again, 
partly because of new allegations by 
Black Hebrew detectors that Ben-Ami 
Carter holds sway over his followers 
with bizarre, messianic rituals that re- 
call the Peoples Temple cult in Jones. 


to Settle in Jewish State 


town, Guyana. anc partly becaise of 
a eontroversial recommendatiin by a 
parliamentary committee that the 
group be given fegel, permanent statins 
in Psract. 

Phe wovernment tis refused: fa ic 
cept the eoramifes’s recommendation 
hatoal the sate tine ots calli 
taaapel the Guach Piebrowss tor fea 
of exposing Isrard to change Gb ticihan 
and exacerbating feasions  hefweoen 
blacks and lows in the Chited States. 

"Phe Black Hebrews, scomingly aware 
of the govertmment’s dilemtna, bave 
hegtin lo temper their militantly anti- 
white and anti-Israel slance, saying they 
are williny to stop inereusing their 
mormbership with black Americans who, 
posing os Chrisuian pilerinis, cuter Is 
rach on tourist visas and then rersain 
hore legally 

Carter and bis followers hace aise in 
tensified a campaign to muprove ibe 
culls iname, an effort they concede is 
partly designed fo offset expected dam 
age from the publication next month 
of a book by a former merber, Tommy 
Whitfield, which purports te document 
his nine years as a Black Hebrew. 

Whilfield speaks of mysteriaus “dis. 
appearances” of cult. members, rare + 
riages ordered by Carter. ancl unnatural 
punishments inflicted on members, in- 
chiding beatings, tniprisonment, the 
shaving of heads, the contiscation of 
property and money, and forcing of vio- 
laters to wander in the desert for 40 
dlavs 

Undocumented and usually unattrt- 
buted accounts of other alleged abuses 
have also appeared in Isracli newspa- 
pers, including stories of bodies being 
carried out of the cults quarters at - 
night and threats of mass suicide. 

These reports are vehemently denice 

by Carter and his followers, and are dis- 
missed as unfounded by the investiza- 
tory committee headed by parliamen- 
tary member David Glass. One of Car- 
ter's “princes,” Gershon Ben Israel, said 
some youths are punished by head 
shaving to “shame” them, and that 
occasionally youths are punished by 
“youd old-fashioned thrashings.” 
_? Many Israeli residents of Dimona, in- 
eluding the mavor, Jacques Amir, while 
unhappy about the squalid and 
ale living conditions of some Black 
{lebrews, also maintain that rimons of 
the colt’s activities are yrossly exag - 
poratod 


Severat infants have diel, apparently 
from protein deficioney catwed by ils 
cull’s adherence to a strict vegetarian 
diet, which prohibits even milk and 
dairy products. Also, overcrowding in 
dhe cult’s quarters here --- and in sint- 
ilar communities in the Negev desert 
tops of Arad and Migpeh Ramon — 
has been serious, with ax macy as 20 
people living ina room, 

However, thie government, in what 
Corfer interpreta as a sign of accep- 
fanee, has given the Black Hebrews a 
spoiling housing complex that once 
sas oa fewish immigrants’ processing 
ceed “Phe LOO apartments there will 
iipiove the group's living standard, he 
salt 

Carl, 10, 4 former foundry worker 
from Chirago, began bringing his fol- 
towers fo Isract in August. 1969, after 
unsuccessfully trying to settle in Lihe- 
vin, He said he had a vision in 1966 
“ta establish the prophetic kingdom of 
God" tn Israel 

The sattoess of his voice and features 
hardened at. the mention of rumors 
that the Bhick Hebrews have vowed 
to commit mass satcide if forced to 
leave Israel 

“A amear campain, systematic pre 
paganda, Before Jonestown, did any- 
hody suggest we would do this? We 
don't have any suicidal londencies, Phis 
ix an atterapl de sel us up,” Carter 
avid, his voice rixing. 

“he ancient Hebrews were a hlack 
ntee of people, and they say Pin racist. 
‘There ia a parallel between the Israelis 
and fl. Edgar Efoover. ‘The Israelis are 
waging a personal vendetta to destroy 
me. 'Ehis fear of us is like the fear of 
2,000 years au, when Jesus was feared 
by the people in authority, No unright- 
eas government can stamd on this 
land,” Cartor added. 7 


Asked what his people would do if 


forced to leave, Carter replied, “(feel _ 
if they’ send soldiers and the police, ” 


they could prohably succeed in getting 
two-thirds of us oat. The other third 
they would have to kill.” 


For, now, Carter and his followers 
hope the government will charige its 
mind and accept the Glass committee 
report, letting them remain, 

Meanwhile, Isracli immigration au- 
thorities have began to tighten controls 
on hack auledng Ixracl at Ben-Gurion 
Airport, even turning away some 
Ameriean black pilgrims who have po 


J 


¥ 


ebrews, 


“its a teal problem. We have 250,000 
American pilgrims here each yeat, and 
we estimate at least 10 percent are 
black, How. ea srael keep. all black 
Americans out?” asked a Christian der- | 

gyman in Jerusalem. Oe" 
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Blacks in Israel 


Aecounte keop trickling in thet black American 
visitors to Jurael are being detained, interrogated, 
hhesaled and in some cases denied entry to the 
country. . 

isracil officials here say the problem, accounts 
of which they descrbe as exaggerated, stems from 
yhety concern that addidonal black Americans 
may be senking to join ihe ranks of the ao-cailed 
‘Hebrew Israelites, a black sect that has settied ir 
fsraci. ; 

“The authorities look for certain things— 
behaving, style of dreas, that sort of thing,” Avi 
Pager, prese counsel for the Taraelt Embassy, 
told mae. “There is no truth to the chorge that 
blacks are routinely detained, or that they Are 
harassed.” . Poy 

Mavbs not, But the list of blacks who have, 
licen pulled unt of Une for questioning at Ben Gu- 
rion Airport Include Bayard Rustin of the A. 
Philip Randolph fnstitute, arguably Israel's’ 
atavnchest friend among American blacks; do- 
seph Allen, vice president of the National Urban 
League; Kenyon C. Burke, agudtiate general aec-. 
retary of the National Council of Churches and &; 
former official of both tne NAACB.and. tha dati; 
‘Defamation League of B'nai Brith; and actor 
Lou Goasett. ; 
“Rustin, who was traveling under the auspices 
of Black Americans in Support of Israel, was de- 

tained for two hours until he was able fo estab:, 
lish his bona fides. Burke was one of three blacks. 
in a group of 18 from the National Council of 
‘Churches, Only the threa blacks were pulled out 
of line and questioned by airport authorities in 
what Burke described as “a truly frightening ex- 
norience,” 

The incidents are creating major diplomatic, 
and public relations problems for Israel. dust 
‘what is behind thein? 

As Avi Pazner explains it, the Hebrew Israel- 
ites, or Black Hebrews, aq they also call them- 
selves, first came to Israel, by way of Liberia, in 
the early 1970s, announcing their intention to be- 
come Jews. “Their theory is that they are the true. 
Hebrews, and that we are impostors,” he said. 

The firat group of approximately 20C entered 
the country legally and settled in the ¢ma)l south- 
ern Israel town of Dimona. 6° 0° . 

“Then their numbers starfed to swell,” Paxner, 
‘said. “Chey no longer came as legal immigrants 
‘but ag tourists. After they atelved, the} would de- 
stroy their papers and claim the right to live in ly- 
rac, During the '70s, they grew to between 8,000 
and 5,000 and spread into other auuthern towns, 
including Arad.” 

These unwanted settlers have created a prub- 
because of ‘the high 
number of criminal elements ‘among them. They; 
don’t recognize the stato; they:tontend that our 


. lawadon’t apply tothem, ="? 
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“They pay uo taxes, They won't send their chil- 
dren to school as the law requires, Sometimes 
they work, but most dow’, They bring a lot of 
drugs, and they are involved in 2 lot of crime, in- 
eluding drugs. robberies, ptostitution and mur- 
der; they support, themselves this way.” 

So why doesn’t lerael deport them? 

“Legally, we could,” Parner explaina, “but we 
don't for fear that people would say it was be- 
cause they are black. For us it is a problem of 
conscience. 

“There have been some nioves by partiament lo 
expel them, Dut there was ihe fear that this would 
lead to an outcry among blacks in America, The 
latest decision is that we will at least see that 
their numbers don’t grow.” 

Which, in short, 15 why black American visitors 
to Israel come under special, sometimes huniliat- 
ing, scrutiny. 

any Ame:icans who have visited the Hebrew 
Israelite settlements disagree with Puzner’s 
characterization of thera av largely “criminal ele- 
renta” and diypute as weil the notion that the 
posture of the Jaraeli g-verament has been largely 
benign, : x 

The Urhan Tearue’s Joe Allen, who visited the 
seitiement in Duong, sald he was “amazed and 
impressed” by what he saw “People living in an 
anariment complex not tog different from a well- 

designed housing project in the States, axcept for 
the incredible overcrowding. People were actually 
sleeping in shifis. ie aoe 

“And yet, in apite of this, there was no squalor. ' 
The apartments were imrmuculate, arid the chil- 
dren well behaved. T saw kids of 5 and 6 wile were 
speaking three languages.” aaa 

Allen and others acknowledge that the children’ 
aren’t in Israeli schools, “They are doing: their 
own teaching,” Allen said, “The government ¢old 
them that they couldn't put any mora of their 
childten in school, so rather than having some in 
schodl and some noi, they decided to teach them 
all themselves.” 

As for their not working, the reason is that the. 
government won't issue them work permits, even, 
though they were fineliy allowed to join the labour 
unions, At-least some of tha Habrow Israelites 
‘may be running away from criminal charges in 
the States, but the settlers make every effort ty 
weed them out themselves, Allen said, noting that 
he had met two expelled members in Jerusalern. ° 

The treatment of the Helew Israalites, and in 
particular the treatment givea to black visitors, 
Jhas prompted some Influential black Arabricard’ 
to petition the Israeli governntent to take appru-. 
priate action, iy hehe oe on 

Bayard Rustin will lead: 4 delegation to Tarael: 
on Nov. 28 expressly for that purpose. 

“We are not trying to tell ther who is a Jew or 
who has a right to be in Israel,” sald Allen, who 
expects to join Rustin. “We aré simply saying! 
that'after 10 years the people who are thers ara 
entitled to basic human rights,” wip ot 
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More to the Story 


About a mouth ago, | recounted the 
experince of five black Americans who 
sought to visit Israel lust August, only to 
ho detained overnight at the Ben Gurion 
Airport and put on the next plane for 
home. 


An official of the Isracli Embassy here: 
suid at the time that the incident was 


being investigated but that the sirport 
authorities may have believed the group 
had some connection with “the iHlegal 
presence in [sracl of the sect known as 
the Black Hebrews.” 


lt now appears that there is more to 


the story than either the frustrated 
travelers or the Isracli officials were will- 


"ing to ackilowledge at first. 


The incident was first brought to my 
attention by Mvrile Washington, a law- 
yer and former serninarian, who said she 


took advantage of an organized tour in. 


order “to see some of the things I'd read 
about—Beersheba, the Wailing Wall 
things that meant something to me spiri- 
tually.” 
Donald Puller, who lives with her, said 
he had cecitiad ta accompany her on the 


trip because he had the time and a little: 


muney and thought it might be interest- 


ing. 
Goth said they knew nothing of the. 
Black Hebrews, or the Hebrew leraelites,: 


as they are also called. 


But Fuller’s ex-wife, who says he- 


abandoned her in Portland, Ore., says 


‘Fuller had been involved with the sect: 
’ “for some time. She said the group had. 


given them an expense-paid trip to its 


Chicago headquarters in January as well. . 


as a trip to San Francisco last fall, In 
addition, he told me, the Black He- 
brewe had also given Fuller a trip to Li- 


_ beria earlier this year. 


Fuller, when pressed on the siiaati: 


at first said he “vaguely” remembered: 


hearing about the Black Hebrews “back 
in the '60s” but bad had no contact with 
its representatives until he started doing 


some research into the sect after his 
abortive trip in August. 

He subsequently acknowledged the 
Chicago visit, but said he paid the ex- 
penses for himeelf and his wife out of his 
own pocket. ‘ 

Fuller has since formed the Black 
Ameri¢an. Human Rights Steering Com- 
mittee, which has been. picketing the Is- 
rueli Embassy and in general protesting 
the Israeli government's treatment of 
blacks, whether casual visitors or perma- 
font settlers in Tsreel, : 

Fullor and Washington told me they 
learned of the Auguat tour through the 
Rev. Willie Wilson, a Baptist minister 


hore. At a press conference called by - 


Fuller's group to announce plans for a 
demonstration during the recent visit 
here of Israel's Prime Minister Mena- 
chem Begin, Wilson said he had taken a 
similar tour himeelf, 

“{ recommended thie particular tour 
rather than the usual tour because it 
gives a chance to see some things that 
you don’t see on the regula tours.” He 
said the special tours ara arranged 
through the Hebrew Israelites. 

A spokesman for the Israeli Embassy 


here says his government has “proof” 


that another member of the August 
party was affiliated with the Black He- 
brows. 

Clearly at least some of the members 
of thet group were not as innocent of’ 


knowledge of the sect as they led me to, 
believe, But that fact dovan'’t begin to 


answer all the queations, 


For instance: Who are the Black He- . 


brews? Why, if their presence in Israel is 
illegal, have they been permitted to re- 
main thore for 10 or 11. years? Why is: 


the Israeli government so disturbed over 


thelr presence? Js there truth to the 
charges that black American visitors to’ 
Israel are almost routinely detained? 

Pllook at some of these questions is 
subsequent column, 
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Me e iia on) Yona 
WASHINGTON — For St yrt 
Washington, lawyer and one-time 
seminarian, if was to be a chance to 
“see-some of the things Id resd 
about ~- Beersheba, the Walling 
Wall -~ things that mean something 
to me spiritually.” 

For Peola Spurlock, a clinical 
psychologist, it was the lure of the 
Holy Land, 

Donald Fuller had the time, and @ 

httle money and thought he inight 
us well join Washington, whom he's 
been cating, 
_ And so it wes that these three and 
two others -- the Rev. Charlea 
iKenyotia of New York and Gregory 
ard of Connecticut ~~ flew off to 
pore in late August. 

Dut instead of a pleasant sojourn 
na bibical storybook land, they 
spent a long auramer's night of 
“harrassment and humillation’’ 
before being gut on the next 
avpllable flight home. 


sin 
Te 


The only explanation they can 
come up with — In the absence of 
any official one — is race. All five 
are black. 

According to Myrtle Washington, 
ahe and Fuller were the only ones 
who knew each other prior to their 
meeting at John F. Kennedy Alr- 
port in New York. Their flight and 
hotel arrangements had been made 
through ep travel agency. 

“We arrived at Ben Gurion Alr- 
port in Tel Aviv at something Ike 
8.50 p.m, on Aug. 30," she recalled. 
“As we approached the gateway to 
customs, Rev. Kenyatta, who was 


pate ora 


leading the way, was immediately 
stopped and told to report to the 
police office," 

The othere continued tn line, and 
Fuller, who had spotted a shorter 
line, got hia visa stamped and waa 
waiting for the others, 

“They were just about to stamp 
our passports when the same 
woman who had stopped Rev. 
Kenyatta came over and took our 
pasaports, including Fuller's," 
Washington auld. “We tried to find 
out what the problem was, and at 
firat this woman told us thet she 
had checked with the hotel where 


we were supposed to be staying and 
Jearned that we had no reser- 
vations, 

“When we asked if we could cali 
the hovel, she checked again and 
this tline she said our reservations 
were only for two days. 

“Again I asked if we could call 
the hotel. She said no. Then T asked 
if we could call the American Eim- 
basay. Again the answer was no." 
(That refusal appeara to be 8 viola-! 
tlon of established international 
practice.) 

Washington said the five black 
Americans were told to bring their 


yore te 


§ fai gt wwe" ™, 
‘wkeee ee, which was then 


~ 


thoroughly searched, . 

“In fact, all of us were searched 
pretty well.’ Washington said. 
“‘FRlev, Kenyatta waa strip 
searched," 

Although the search apparently 
produced nothing out of the or! 
dinary, the group was still not per- 
mitted to clear customs, They were 
told to wait until @ superior officer 
reported for duty, at 5 o'clock the 
next moming. 

“We just gat there all night,” 
Washington said, ‘Finally, about 7 
acm., the supertor they were ap- 
parently waiting for showed up. He 
conterred with the others, then 
went over and talked to Rev. 
Kenyatta. 

‘Then he told us to get our haga, 
took us over to the British Alrways 
gate, checked us in. Then he told us 
we could mate a phone call {f we 
wanied to, but of course by then 


they had taken our tickets and it all 


seemed senselega,”’ 


The tive were then escorted . 


aboard the plane for London and 
listened while the British Airways 
steward was told not to return their 
passports until they were airborne. 

Since then, they have been tryin 
— without success — ta get some of- 
ficial explanation from U.8. and 
Jaraeli officials. They would also 
ke # formal apology and the 
return of the $1,200 aplece in wasted 
round-trip airline tickets. 

A spokesman for the Israeli Em- 
bassy {fn Washington said the incl- 
dent is being Inveutigated. “It has 
already been established that they 
were not mistreated or harassed," 
he sald. ‘‘They were, however, 
denied entry.” 

He said airport authorities may 
have believed the group had some 
connection with “the illegal 
presence tn Israel of the sect known 
as the Black Hebrews.” 

He didn't suggest on what 
evidence. 


The author is a black American 
syndicated columatat, 
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Suspected Fraud 


By Cult Members 


Ry Bogert Meyers 
and Sandra G, Boodman 
Washington Post Statt Writers 

FRY avents and local police are investigating a 
suspected fraud scheme by same members of ahi. 
cagg-based religious cult that authorities sav is 
aac er arr Wind savings and loan associa- 
frons 

Federal and state investigators said the operation, 
suspected of stealing at least $1 millien from Chi- 
cago banking Institutions, reeently moved into the 
Washinszton area, specifically Alexandria, Arlington 
nod Prince George's Caunty, 

Police in Arlington sald they expect to miake ar 
re-is as carly as next week, Alexandria offlclab. said 
they we nivestigating twa bank (raul cases that 
mai vivolve cull members. 

T. pically, officials said, the eult members fied em 
plosment as bank tellers, clerks or isan offieers, 
‘Shey then allegediy steal money through a variety 
of schemes, tn luding check forgery, credit card 
fraud, theft of travelers checks and einhezzlement, 

Iu Chicayo, FBI agent Robert Zimrierman sald 
yosierday that members of the cult, i ified as 
{ie Black say 5 are bemg investivated in con- 
né@fion wiih alleved infiltraton of private cornora- 
tions and the use of suphistivated banking teech- 
guiques to move stolen funds across international bore 
devs, primarily to Murape. 

In Atlanta, a Georgia police official said eight 
gvoup members ware arrested earte this yea in 
connection with possession of stolen merchandise, 
including thousands of dollars in stolen airline tick- 
ats. 

The cult members’ activities (reported this week 
bythe Journal and Globe: newspapers in Northern 
Virginia) are apparently new to the Washington 
area, sources sald. In the last two months, wor- 
ried bank officials have held three meetings with 
police and FBI officials to plan protective measures, 

At one of those meetings, the name of a teller 
hired days hefore by Northern Virginia's largest 
savings and loan association was mentioned by po- 
lice officials as a possible suspect. Authorities at jhe 
ist Federal Savings and Loan Association of Arling- 
ton closely monitored the man's activities during his 
first day on the job. The man did not return for a 
second day's employment. 

“An audit we conducted after he left work that 
day showed no loss to the bank,” said Stephen H. 
Detwiler, a bank vice president. 

Detwiler said authorities alleged that as much as 
$20,000 may have been stolen by people identified as 
cull members from area financfal institutions. That 
fisure apparently includes as much as $10,000 miss- 
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“phe authorities tell us they are in this area,” 
Donald Lundquist, director of secuvity for the 57- 
branch Ist Virginia Bank, said yesterday. 

“We've been tol dthey try to find emplovment any« 
where they can. get inside, and the ntry io thanipu- 
late things within their departments. It might be 
something like taking travelers checks, or changing 
the address on an envelope, so a check goes to one 
address instead of another,” he said. 

Lundquist said he did not believe his bank had 
suffered any losses. Area police refused to disclose 
the names of banks that had been victimized. 

TRI officials and others familiar with the cull 
said it often couches its appeal to would-be mem- 
bers by stating that it Is waging “a holy war” 
against white-run financial institutions. One invesif- 
“ator cautioned, however, that he was unsure 
whether ihe concept of a “holy war’ was a clear-cie 
goal of the uroup, or simply “nart of its owa sclt- 
hype.” ‘ 

One local FBI agent Involved in the Investigation 
ogid, “AS far as we know, they recruit people with- 
out erindnal records, and have them open aregunts 
af local banks. One they establish good credit 
lines, ather people apparewily steal funds from 
hanks, «hich are then deposited in the accounts. 
Eventually tie funds are withdrawn,” he sald, 

‘chai proaedure is similar to one alleyedly used by 
culk members in Chicago, aceording to Chicago- 
based FBI agent Zimmerman. “They place someone” 
next to negotiable securities, such as eaghior's 
checks and money orders, which are then stalen and 
deposited in previously opened bank accounts," 
Zimmerinan said. “They then begin transferring 
funds within ihe banks until they get te an Amerl- 


can bank with overseas offices, Finally the funds . 


are wired overseas, where they are withdrawn, 


We'rs, slio investigating them for passport viola 
tiens. Gena of them change names the way you 
tien” he said. ; 

Earlier unig year, the Georgla law. enforcement-of-. 
hhuals who arrested algtit @ oult members, 
seuxzed $60,000 worth of wtored in a safe house 
in Atlanta according to Steve Bhymiins, a epegial, 
ugent & the Georgie Bureau of Investigation, 

Som® of the goods, inclyding ‘electronle equip- 


ment, were boxed and awaiting shipment to Chi - 


a Sramons sald. 
Aimenons. sald that an investigation begun in De-: 
ma 


selittic to Minhas en eek Sat 


jor retail outlets in Atlants. ; 


Little is knowa.about the origitia of the exit, but 


Simmons said the zg 
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An estimated 500 cult membe 


descent from the ancient Hebrews, liye n three: - 


communes in Israel, Simmons said, 
"FBI agent siminerman seid the group's activities 


in New York City and Detrolt are also under inves . ° 


tigation. 


staff writer Ron White. “ 
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hy PAVED A. SHER 
Brat ta fhe Maer Terk Teng 
SAMOA, israel Thirty sever black 
vylidern in lung lie tebes vers oredged 
wien ortatiy Sate seuches sud cides 
ig the Vas basystic ea rots at al epect 
mete he ste! ie dhie grecet fae Vaesaete 
Mid ahactbet pemdithse bets Belong te 
Made Aachen 1 o8 CARS Veg. Sheree Wo 
ty table ca veiaiog woh od Cho Won 
Lit ead, FBO BE vee iy ne ees 
Rota os welberdered chev bait 
wiih wy desks, lew Pucks, Only & SeChy 
and Lard tureed blackboard goa we Ray 
o, pe soorid whos Advica and Joruct in ths 
woutes, The cuyrse was calle I “divine 
new worldc hresuac tas 
. phe children were pat of 8 1 a0baveu 
ber sect of black Americans who hegan 
cttoing to Israel a decade age in thre cov 
. ‘ioe thet they were descermianis of an- 
ent eribes of Israel tha: were exiled ta 
pee amd cold into vinvery. They hellove 
they have miw returned te the Holy Land 
of thet forefathers, Abraham, Tsauc and 
Jasob 
Rarred From Pubhe Sehouly 
The Israeli Gxwermrent, apparvatly 
regurding thera as crackpots, hes tried i 
mehe thom feel unwelcome by barring 
their children from public ochools, deny- 


*, fe 


‘ 
e 
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ong thera Israeli citizenship, turaing fol- 


luvecs and relatives away af tive dirpert 
and refusing we give thon enough subsi- 
Bot apartments, sa that flots buat for 
fetes af ioe os five are housing sev. 
eval tami jos totaling 20 poople ve mere, 

Ont? U7 Pome Marist Menachem 
Bagi Care soda delegation of Acwoncin 
Biarits -- led by Wijlieim Sohlard sien: 
vights divectar of the APLC. Ea), and 
mehetag Bayar Busan, ihe cod shang 
legdeyoe Eat gomechong veg Dh ine io 
poy) ibe diuation of the bata Te 
EYews, Dub thew spree) hander, Bes 
Amid Certer, cwid that anthing aaa nap. 
ge acct 

vand frankly apeabking, Vr scendiy pet 
CADET UNE as ine be gail. “hb would 
feel that? a said that to pocily Wien # at the 
Urte. Isresi is bh. ine midkt of 8 crise with 
black Ameriea, mad thove were very pact- 
fying womls *) 

Gevemment ufficinls intist thai tlie |> 
blacks de act fgthe deflniuan of Jews 
wider the Law of Retarn, which offers 
eitic>nchip to anyone who cas prove his 
Jewishness or wha converts to Judaism. 
The black Hebrews see themselves as the 
authentic Jews, e Government spokes- 
mus sald, more Jewish than tae Jews 
themselves. They refuse to convert, al- 
though Israel aiso has a naturalization 
ahi for non-Jews foc which they 
might be eligible. 

Most of ther ke in the country ttle? 
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hibit ae fea working. Cun have ie 
nounced taddo amer aa citizen tip 
Wishow fered} ciamensnip ney ape aut 
Bvt arte oe aaa wear, bom '9s oa 
porliggy? Pragin tind radios? care, aad 
alt show, ENC wa ORG Rav 7 Lic Be 
outers ty. then ey tet hava ce OMmyt ty 
MY Lo srhve acariment.. ihap yer, 
haar So ay eB ae wily obs 
i gyn tt cheatin, OY STL LG oe Bey 
thong how ioe Mir, Carter ean. 
Hr stirtitaas: the Goveramecs tuattlo> 
to rachira, wien officiwls heated ny cor 
“TY yerrettaliy must say that wowani 
echelon politics ia Tsraer ic inbudded ir 
roetana,”” Mp. Cagier said. “Quite rhe cur 
trary Jo what's viwas state’, rachat, 
vet only deus af exist, but it's deeply 
rooted ta the Govesniic. nt str neture, 
Amative of Chieupe, Me. Carter ied the 
first group of 90 black Hebrews to Liberia 
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Blecky hove ostablshed them 
selves ti Ieradi! Negev towns of 
Arad, Salanonet end Mirpe Rancen. 
Bice asa i ea aha a dee 
age. Since then enough have come 
though many have been turned away by 
the Israeli police at the airport, he says —- 
to establish themselves in three Negev 
towns, Dimona, Arad and Mizpe Ramon. 
What they want, Mr. Carter said, is land 
and temporary buildings to establish an 

agricultural settlement, 
For raany the journey was a search for 
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A ne Nee a earwce: ovencreeran os 


Lhepcannone tae ae eat 
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wep ooy ag vw OT ae 8 res aehielay: 
overs agedeing for pa cod Yebsiea, 
Ben Shcleal TU eee md, fren Gao 
tna. As C grew ayy I asked iy a 
‘Wivit um FP gic ghe told mie | was. en 4 
ared. ol 2G, Wee ig thal! pater? gaked 
hes. fiwer.. what ain 2?” amd ale tory ete. 
1 was ‘Ateoawenies wna Chat dialer Sakti ty 
mae eh n, Sa few years lute f outed: 
ave, ‘Maraa vhat an UP aad ee ila 
‘oo, YOR f Sears. That dida't satisi 
meuther fhesia i! facked bur, ava she 
CB 1 WES aa Bra fz tickewt - Belay 
tree? oaks 
Lhac it att wy 
fecome end to 4 


Yasbid to come to ABSA, 
ful rey eguts,”” be oma 


vedi, “{ found that Iwata Hebrew ierek” 
| ite, Now, certain of my kinfolk, they have 


wg houses. Bat they're not hupyy, Sra! 
happy. Lknw whe fam." ved # 
There is emuse for suger here Gh! 
cramped apayftments, the takashist: 
clavsruoms in basernents and “It 


friendly faces, open teik witha hitter., 
ness. “We're not of this world,” Ma: Shee 
ga said. “We're separated trorn tt4"? 

“We dant panic.” said Eraanuel, Bea 
israel of Pittaburgh. “We quate alt and 
wait until ihe appointed ume, Every. 
bodv's happy. Love, mercy, you under: 

stand? Peace, love, joy — these are the 
aitributes of Gani.” 

Av direst the laraelis eccepted the blac 
Hebrews’ chindrea ipta theis ucanols, but 
aA TROL? artived, newcomers were tuind 
sway, and (inallv the coramualty set op 
ityown f cbuols foe “divide education.’ 

“Divine odeceation Means ta tbe tar 
Focpad, boned par. ive, righ. LOCU AOR 
ami happiness,” cala the pracral, Ane 
fove Bon Yehuda of Chicage Vary Cans 
vhonge the fact thal bond} is 2. bunt: ‘la 
peve te learn i in the proper apirit. We 
Anat want iG teamed aie pradciphes of osl- 
aves fod hare ther: go out and mage 
Boat wR 7 

‘sou tenag BROIL. aah ait itie, "he aati 
Crued. » ee ivine math, dicme pioery, 
vine hort irae seuee for pits, aevine | 
everything. Nl it ain't divine, we don’t: 
wauiie : 

The teachers sre ali black Hebrews: 
and they teach for Use moat part in He | 
brew, 

Tn the class on “divine wew wortd, 
vhronicles,” the teacher -sxed a 4-year. 
old boy about the Suez Canal, The egih. 
dren of Israel,” he repiled, “one day Wey 
was going to remember and qatar to 
Africa, so they made the Suea-Cantl , 
cut off Israel from Africa, so the pene 
so that when the Black peuple sa ‘i 
they want to retium to Atrivas ‘they f 4 
wouldn't knew which cart of Nigh be 0 


come back to.” The teacher nodded Bp: 
proval. 
heen enenceves unre ae See, iaatsknanh pon sestesbvvone hereon sees 
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Israel Bars Al me S. ‘Black Israelites’ 


Special to The New York Timer 4 a 

TFL AVIV, Oct. 7 — Twenty- i aie 
one black Americans who want- 
ed to join the “Black Israelite” 
conimunity m the Negev were 
‘turned out of Israel today 
| Yhe travelers, who are 
not Jews but claimed 
descent from the Hebrew patri- 
archs, had arrived last night at 
Lydda. . 

Ther expulsion indicated 
ithac the Government had 
jreached a decision to halt the 
influx of members of the sect, 
who had’ been entering the 
country on visitors’ visas and 
‘then settling down” illegally. 
Abqut 200 have entered the 
country in the last two years 
and have concentrated in Di- 
Imona, an immigrants’ town. 

An official of the Ministry of 
ithe Interior said that the fitture 
fof the 200 “Black Israelites” 
would be decided as their vis- 
iters’ visas expired. 

Spokesmen for the “Black Is- 
jrueliles’ had said this week 
that the members of their sect 


country belonged to them. ,They| —~———-.----._ - --- __~ ~—-- - 
asserted that the Jews were 
;descendants of only one tribe, . 
land the blacks had no inten-/Shrieked and cursed the police. 
tion of becoming Jews or inte-|Later, when the time came for 
igrating with them. the ne to Ne a 
1 

Talked of Taking Over eee NERO eae 
They talked of flooding the| The influx began in Decem- 
country with “Black Israclites’|ber, 1969, when 39 black Amer- 
and taking it over. One maniicans arrived unannounced 
was quoted in a jocal news-ifrom Liberia, where they had 


paper yesterday as having saidjmade an unsuccessful attempt, 


that after such a takeover the to settle it. They invoked the Is- 
place of Jews in the country)racli law of return, which 
would be questionable, grants every Jew the right to 
At Lydda Airport last night,|live in Israel. 
a black said; “There's no power| Israeli officials, taken by sur- 
on earth that can keep us from/prise, were not certain the ar- 
coming and settling in Israel.|tivals were qualified to invoke 
We have come at God’s com-{it. They admitted them as visi- 
mand. He spoke to me person-itors, but extended to them the 
ally.” privileges given to immigrants 
Blacks from Dimona came tojon housing, jobs and Joans., 
the airport last night with af Dimona residents said the 
guitar and drums to welcome!members of the first incoming 
the new arrivals with song and/stoup of “Black Israelites” in- 
dance, but they were not ablejtegrated well socially, They at- 


_|to meet “them. The arrivals|tended Hebrew classes and were 
, Were taken to a transit lounge|diligent workers; they indicated 
i {for questioning and officials|that they would undergo con- 
‘|then decided that they werelversion rituals if mecessary. 


not in fact tourists. Their children did well in 
The first to be expelled this|school. 
morning were a mother and} However, when a_ second 


A meer rear aah 


Associated Press 


were authentic svions of the: Man, right, who gavé his name as Kolahyah, leader of 
Hebrew patriarchs, Abraham,| group that call themselves “Black Israelites,” talking te 
Isaac and Jacob, and that the|  yeporters in Tel Aviv yesterday about thelr deportation. 


transit lounge. The others; bers of this group crowded into 


the homes of the first group, 
putting mattresses on kitchen 
and shower-room floors, on bal- 
conies and in air-raid shelters. 
Their children were not en- 
rolled in schools. 


ric: S| Vad 


As the sive of the group in|: 


creased, some of its members 
became troublesome. The later 
arnvals included new- leaders. 
Neighbors complained they beat 
drums and strummed guitars 
late into the night. The police 
said they broke into a vacant 
apartment and tried to occupy 
it. One group was said to have 
filled carts in the local super- 
market with goods and to have 
attempted to leave without pay- 
ing. The township that had wel- 
comed the first blacks com 
plained to the authorities. 

Last week one family that ar- 
rived at Lydda with less than 
two dollars was deported. This 
deportation was said to be in 
accord with directives that 
tourists with no means of sup- 
port and no return tickets 
should be turned away. 

The expulsion of the second 


iZroup this morning was made 


two children. A witness said|rroup arrived without authori-/on the ground that its members 


‘they resisted and policewomenjzation, it was not granted im- 


roreieseteuiesegapeane areienonpemeenoninamanetarksmpaapeevent 


police vas ‘were not tourists but intended 
[removed them forcibly from the'migrant privileges, The mem-jto remain in the country. 


t 


Ce es ee 


eet pete se 


te ill aaa Ts yale hs ela ares 


gh eati-Derumetion Leagae oO. ing. Brita, New YUTK, bat. 


Prec 


ze ae roe \ 
oot: fAetee @ Sia- Mx 


running 


Get 4b 4 


[Bs MORE ROSENBLUM 
GBATALA, ‘Liberia (AP)--A 
” | band of Negroes who chose 
| Judaism intthe Liberian jungle 
las vefuge from American racial 
istrife has Leun slowly drift: 
ing toward Tvrach 
‘af Elohim (God in Hebrew) 
wishes it. we will go,’ said 30- 
year old Beu Ammi, their jeader. 
| “History is repeating itself. 
lithe chien of Israel are in the 
TL witdorne again, on their way 
{ bome.” 
| 
| 


whore Ammi once Ben Carter 
of Chicaga -and 186 followers 
came to settle in 1967, They set 
Fup tents in a makeshift camp 


2 in Israel “ss 

* Oniv 85 er so of the scif 

named Hehrew Israelites re- 

, main. Two have already gone 

a : to Isiael and others are serap- 

ing up the funds, A delegation 

asked the Istach. Embassy in 

Monrovia for airplane tickets a 

month ago but the government 
: of Israel refused. 

OT Se Tnere’s a question ‘whether 

a Ysrael wants them at all, An 

7 . embassy spokesman said that 

: ; with thelr American passports 

. they can stay three months— 

; after that they nrost show they 

' won't be burdens on the state, 
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y ' Ammi’s group claims descent 
. from one of the 10 lost tribes. 
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‘east of this crossioads village. 


| . Black American J ws 
ee In Liberia Eye Israel 


“Phey're not Jewish, but 
there’s no reason why they 
couldn't come to Tsracl,” said 
one Isracli officlal privately. 
“Why not?” 

Transpo:tation.is likely ‘to be 
the biggest probiem. Althourh 
Ammi told one reporter his 
group's enterprises carned $40 
O00 in 1968, the biggest bread- 
winner -a band called the Soul 
Messengers—broke . up after 
their instruments were seized 


‘in a legal matter. 
Their wilderness is ihiek bush | 
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- Liberia Orders 70 . 
From U.S. Ousted 
As Unwanted Aliens 


MONROVIA, Liberia, Nov. 3 
(Reuters)-—More than 70 black by 
immigrants from the United ; 
‘States who came here two 
years ago saying “we never had . ; 

‘real freedom in America” have 6 PA ‘ 
been given seven days to leave ee 
Liberia‘as undesirable atiens- ra an 

» — Attorney General James Pierte| - he ee Seer 
told newsmen today that the re ae 
Americans were living in a de- ; ea : Yona, , 
plorable state, with no visible ‘ ' ‘ ees ap ny 
means of support. “We do not ‘ eo ee gl 
know how these people are liv-| ¢ " f, Hei Oeil * 
ing, they de not even make gar-} ¢ = 

« dens,” he said« : _ le : fo 

The immigrants were part of oe 
a group of 150 Americans who} 
atrived here in November, 1967.! | 
Since then, some of them—~' ” ss 
mainly the younger ones—have' . : . 
returned to the United States: > °° i : mt te 
saying they were misled about: ° ‘ 

Liberia... | : 

About 23 others have become 
naturalized Liberian citizenst : 
and have found jobs. One group 
runs two ice cream parlors in 5 

: Monrovia. 

ae : ‘ Mr. Pierre said that the! we = 

‘ S, Ge ; Liberian Government had of- fo 4 . ; i 

oe a eh , ‘ fered land to all the immigrants 

aoe : in accord with its usual poli-| Z 

“ PY ae Le. : aad eles. But he added that the. rit : 

ane ; ‘ ee cr Government had demanded that i 

Mbae fo : p “yt ‘ immigrants spread out and as- 

ele aoe similate with the population. |’ 

at fee : a8 : . The group facing expulsion 
se ts has continued to live as a col- 


she : q ’ ‘ 


beg Ph ° \ ony in the village of Ghartala, 
a abe yo ‘ ' about 15° miles inland from 
tne 4 a BPR oe je . Monrovia, since it arrived. A 
a 7 me 7” Woy _ ' Gevernment team visited the 
ers Nae ee village recently and expressed 
a : : Sop ad ve dismay ‘at the way the proup 
Eek seer oe east Hes se. ’« was: living, Mr. Pierré said. 
a ee ses oe * “The Government, he added, 
ee sae ee fhe Re oe “could not tolerate this situa. 
ree a 2 -' ."¢ tion. ‘Since the Americans have 
al . * been in Liberia for two years 
A i ne _ and have not declared their in- 
a re kg. ot tet. tentions to become cifizens,| pi 2. 
7 oe SON a So + they are considered undesirable)...’ 
Pope ots ap Mae is, go, | allens and mugt leave, he said, 
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‘Black Jews’ mm 


ake mark in Liberia 


York, N.Y. 
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® BONTIVIA CC APHTT- | Ameucata CBlack — caplaincd the interview price list duging a 
va : ae hive neade au supact in Liberian ciiscuscion in ene of his group's enterpriaes, 
of sines selulin im the country mm 19dY. But “Mesada ‘Tova ("Gerd Restaurant? tn: 
oe ne they say that it is @itirult te mghe a dive  Tiehrows. A RRB gulade advertises See 
/ ye ing and os a resale they try to charge chicken.” 
oe roving newspapermen $300 an interview. “Mesuda Tova" is part of the fapaet. gi: 
We are tryin to inake it, man, but it's fg the southern fried chicken gold in an- 
rourh wilh all this austerity here,” said other Hebrew Israchite shop in Gbargna, 
James Greer, 45, of Chicago, who calla a bueh crossranda abour 160 kilometres 
jiiniself Fen Ya'akov here, We ts a leader north of Monrovia, 
of the band of American Negrocs ‘who You can buy lemon-flavoured “slush” in 
adapted dudaism, dubbed themselves Web- the American-style ice cream parlour the, 
4 row Israelites and moved to Loberia at the Black Jows have opened here in the build- 
end of 1967, fag containing the Burcau of Immigration 
wes Wanmag.a.green palsley skulleap, Greer and Naturalization, ’ 
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THE BLACK HEBREWS - ENEMIES OF ISRAEL AND THE JEWISH PEOPLE 


CITIZEN OF ISRAEL - 


This information sheet has been prepared to introduce to you the essentials of the 
facts pertaining to the sect which calls itself the Black Hebrews, and to call upon 
you to join us in our struggle for their immediate return to their country of origin. 


According to the ideology of this sect, only Blacks can be Jews, and all the rest 
are not Jews, and therefore Eretz Yisrael does not belong to them and they are 
intruders who must be removed. According to this ideology, these intruders are, 

of course, we ourselves, you, your family and children. In order to achieve their 
purpose - domination of Eretz Yisrael - they continuously infiltrate the country 

in a number of illegal ways, have a high birthrate, remain secluded among themselves 
(and to this purpose, incidentally, they implement terror tactics among themselves, 
including separation between parents and children) and prohibit members of the 

sect from establishing friendships with whoever is "not a Jew like themselves." 


But worse still - in the spirit of this hateful and racist ideology - they educate 


their children and. prepare them for what they call the day of the "War of Armageddon" 


between the Blacks and the Whites, which the Blacks will win and will then claim 
Eretz Yisrael for its rightful owners, i.e., the Black Hebrews. 


This could have been one huge joke had it not been for the help they have received 
from the various governments of Israel to increase during the past 10 years from 

3 families to 3,000 souls. Today, the Glass Committee wants to present. them with 

a prize for their hatefulness and flouting of the law - a settlement in the Negev - 
(incidentally, in the meantime they have divided into a number of groups and each 
one has asked for its own settlement) and Israeli citizenship. As you well know, 
there are no settlements apportioned to young couples or ordinary citizens. If 
this process is not stopped now, we foresee a creeping-domination by this sect 

of our cities dnd towns - similar to what has already taken place in the Victory 
Neighborhood of Dimona - all in accordance with their plan. 


We call upon the government and the Knesset of Israel to categorically reject ‘the 
findings of the Glass Committee and to send the people of this sect back to. their . 


homeland, the United States, which is ready to accept them at any time, and.to . 
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issue passports to those who, for whatever reasons, do not currently hold them. 


We also call upon you, Citizen of Israel, you who are anxious for the fate of our 
land and our children, to help us to rid ourselves of this hostile group. In the 
next few days citizens like yourselves will come to your home to ask you to sign 

a petition requesting the governinent and the Knesset to act in this regard. Please, 
receive them, and sign the. petition, for the sake of us all. 


The Committee for the Return of the Black Hebrews 


Sette tt ttt 


Efforts to Get Rid of the Black. Hebrews 


As our readers will recall, two weeks ago there was a public meeting at which a 
public committee was elected to centralize all activity in order to oust the group 
calling itself the Black Hebrews. In: the meantime, the committee has started to 

work in a number of areas, and next week, in Arad, they will begin circulating a 
mass petition to the Knesset and the government calling for the ouster of this group 
from Israel. 


A number of other interesting points were raised at the meeting. 

A. There is a conspiracy of Siletice of this subject on the part of the Knesset and 
the government. When MK Shilansky asked to raise the matter in the Knesset, the 
leadership of the coalition’ refused to approve this, even at the expense of his 
own personal time allotment. | 

B. It seems that there is not a grain of truth to the claims of the leadership of , 
this sect, and its head, Ben Carter, that their passports have been destroyed ‘ 
and it is therefore impossible for them to return to their country of origin. : 
Carter holds all the passports of the group and does whatever he wants with them. Al 
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The Public Committe Qustet of the Black Hebrews 


TO THE . PUBLIC! « 


In accordance with the decision of the meeting on 13.7.80, the 
Committee will begin, in its first stages, with the signing of a 

mass petition to the Knesset and the ‘government for the ouster from 
the country of the hostile group which calls itself the "Black Hebrew 
Sect." The signing will be conducted from house to house by volun- 


teers and we ask the; public to cooperate and to sign for the sake of 
our children and our future. In addition, more volunteers will be 
welcome for the petitioning and for other activities that will be 
undertaken by the committee. 


Another public meeting will be called by the committee in two weeks 
and the public is urged to turn out in large numbers to demonstrate 
its support. The following are the topics listed in the petition to 
theKnesset and the government, 


1. To declare the sect known as Black Hebrews a hostile organization - 
in light of its stated purpose to take Eretz Yisrael from the Jews 
and to expel them. ) 

2. To immediately nullify the findings of the Glass Committee and to 
refuse to grant the members of the sect legal status, either tempo- 
rary or permanent, or any parcel of land within our borders. 

3. To immediately suspend any cooperation with this group. 

4, To immediately deport the leadership of the group and at its head 
Ben Carter (who calls himself Ben-Ami Ben Yisrael), from this ’ 
country to their country of origin. 

5. To give a minimal amount of time to the rest of the group to 
leave the country voluntarily - and after this period, to deport 
those who remain to their country of origin. 
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Efforts to Oust the Sect of Black Hebrews 


From the Committee for the Ouster of the Black Hebrews (see previous 
issues) we have received word that the representatives of the Committee : 
last week visited all real éstate agents in Arad, reported to them on | 
the subject and asked them’ to refuse to rent or sell to this hostile 
group. It turns out that most of the agents weren't involved anyway, : 
having understood that this would be an anti-Zionist and anti-Israel 
act of the first degree. The others were convinced by the arguments 
of the delegation and promised not to deal with them anymore, and even 
to report to the committee those incidents in which representatives 
of the sect would try to contact them regarding the rental or purchase 
of real estate. We have also learned that the National Police Headquarters 
has begun to take an interest and has even taken action in regard to 

aS the sect, and some who have tried to infiltrate have been detained. 


As is well known, the Committee seeks an all-inclusive policy for the 
arrest of all members of the sect (especially its leadership) and their 
expulsion to their country of origin. A mass petition will be circu- 
lated in the coming weeks in Arad, and then throughout the rest of 

the country. 
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The following original pages are of poor quality. UPA has 
made every technical effort to provide the best possible 
reproduction. 
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“We looked throughout 
the world; everyone in 
the world was. ! 
identified by a. 
language, a land and a. 
culture, Except our 
people in Ametica.” 
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Peace ana Polygamy 


in a Vegetarian Co-op. 


By Jucqueline Treseott 


They don’t emoke, they are strict 
vegetarians. Most of them prefer « 
communal life, ; 

Outside of work, they wear flowing 
dreases, tunica and head coverings of 
natural fabrics, At other times they’ 
wear the business uniforms of three- 
piece auits and skirts and aweaters. 

They believe 4 man can have, with 
his wife's permission, more than one 
wife. They believe the black family is 
in disarray. Thay have e philosophy, 
that is based on a strict interpretation 


{the Bible, and is a meshing of Pan-. 


Africaniam and contemporary intro- 
apection. 

They believe they are the decand- 
ents of the original Hebrews, that 
they aro the only true Jews, They be- 
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Peace a Polygamy ina Végetarian Co-op: 


lieve they were the people the god of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob was talking 
about when he said “he would return 
his people back to the land, once the 
punishment was over.” 

‘Thay have adopted Hebrew names. 
They celebrate all the traditional holy 
days of Judaism, except Hanukah, 


and have added a day, Kingdom 
Passover, & commemoration of the 
time their founder left America ta 
start the journey home to Israel. 
They are the community of the 
Original Hebrew Ierselites, a reli- 
gious-cultural movement that started 


__in Chicago in the 1960. In pursuit of 
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theie goel, the resettlement of black 
in Israel, they have moved 2,000 peo- 
gle to three different cities in israel, 
Washington is one of four Americar 
exieusions, with the group here grow- 
ing to 78 people In four years, Most af 
the members live in the four coopora- 
lve homes, witeh are sparsely deco- 
rated, tidy houses in neighborhoods 
ke ‘Takoraa Park and Shepherd 
Park, About 15 people live in, each 
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“When ov daughter came home 
that first time and said she had met a 
black Hebrew who plays the trumpet: 
in a bynd ia Israel, [ gulped and said 
‘Thus too shall pass,’ ” says the small 
woman dreed ina whirl af bright 
ornare gatie-cotton, ‘The tine she is 
describing ia precise, lycical whispers 
wis tive years ago. She was then 
Nomua Mitch, a high school guidance. 
counselor and community activist in, 
Cleveland, Ohio. Now she is Atal: 
teva Baht Israel, a member of the in| 
ternational statt af (he commiaunity, 

Ahashteya’s story is one of shock 
and dismay siowly converted mito ure 
questioning betiet. 

It hee room in the communily’s 
hotan in the Shepherd Park section of 
Nortinveat Washington, Ahnahtcya is 
listading to soft folk music. It ta the 
vorweol ber daughter, Natutneya, 
who now plays with the Black, He- 
brews’ band in Israel, where her other 
daupliter also lives. 

“When my daughter first tatked 
about.it, | thought she waa being im- 
pulsive, emotional,” Abnahteya te- 
calls. “I advised her to talk to minis- 
ters, I wouldn’t really cdigeuss it with 
het Once when | was vetting dressed 
for a deck ‘a’ dill Juncheon, she 
brought the Bible to the table and 
aaid let’s discuss this. [ told her { re- 
latadite the New ‘Testament, not the 
Old.” Ahnabteya went on to fier: 
luncheon, develuped severe stomach 
pains, and was despondent when her 
Le year-old danghier lett for Israel. 

Then in faly af LOF7, she made aa 
unkinouneed visit to Pamenn, in Is- 
raels Her fist sought there she at- 
tended a baskethall game, "There was 
thin black Elebrew team: ina huddle 
and dosiead of shouting bip hip-hur-, 
rah, they shouted hallelujah” tn the 
next days, she adiuared wheal she snw, 
She atys her, stomach pains were 
cured by the’ diet af fresh frait, 
vegetables, nuta and seeds. Her 


home, and follow a rigid set of Laws on gr daughter, who hud been an athlete! 


food preparation, cleanliness, “and 
Hoke. : ; ; 
Their meetings are easy hybrids of 
Biblical interpretation, the call-and- 
shout patter that marks nuiny black 
evangelical movements. “Don’t no- 
body look like us, you can't yo out uns 


lest “It’s ‘a crowd,” one class leiittee” 


shouted at a recent meeting. Several: 


vuives shouted back, “Yea, yeu can.”, 
The leader reaponded, “You have got 
to be wise. You are puiting out’ a 


and musician at home, had continued 
those interasts, “Hut ahe was much 
mord’ patient, considerate and affec- 
tionafe.” 

“After three weeks she went home, 
iViie a favorable repurt to ther hus 
and, telling him it was worthwhile. 


She researched the group, sho recalls, 


looking for negatives. “I decided “tk 
-gupport them from my four-bedroom 


home. | wasn't ready to go aleep on 


he floor, But, also, I couldn't, get it 


One night, when he was asleep, she 
loft, and wrote him a letter that.went 
unanswered. 

_“T don’t regret the end of the rela- 
tionship. [¢ was a good 25 years, But. 
the marriage was of uo value. It was- 
hollow, How could 1 purchase a ateak’ 
for him’ when [ knew it was killing 
him?” she asks, 

She returned to Israel with her 10- 
year-old daughter, spent nearly two 
years and now is an international rep- 
resentative, She new totally accepts 
the group's phileaophy. “in the nation 
a waman can be anything she wants, 
except aman,” she explains, “Phe di- 
vinw marriages are part ef our culiuea. 
Th goes back to She patriarchs, We are 
ablunit building a nation, one womat 
cu only have so maay children.” 4 
the same time she speaks very 
proudly of her previous activities ~af 
the iife she cally sheltered, the inte. 
gration of her neighborhasd, picket 
ig Ue local board of education, serv- 
twas hee church's announcement 
alerk, 

Bud, she adds of ber new life, “Iam! 
twre serving as an image, living as an 
example of what the Kingdom ia 
shout,” she says, “L understand this 
mesiige we are bringing juat haan’t 
been heard.” we 
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» “We looked throughout the world, 
everyons in the world waa identified 
hy a language, a land and’ # culture,’ 
xcept aur people in- America. They 
were called Negroes, coons, anything 
other than, people. We knew propheti- 
cally what was calied the leat sheep of 
the house of Israel. We knew prophet- 
ically and in all actuality that the only 
people lost in the world were the: 
black people of America,” says Aviel 
Ben feueh the group's top afticial 
in Ameaea, who is known ay the 
Atnbaswadar, 


OD 


From colonial times groups of: 
Idacks whe followed a strict dudaisin,. 
and those who clauned a tie to the’ 
“Biblical Lost Sheep of the House of 
Israel, have organized aa black Jews 
and black Hebrews. Most of them 
were not encouraged to join the syna- 
#ogues in the larger Jewish com- 
munity but developed separate places 
of worship. They have found a place 
in many of thé black cultural nation- 
alist movements—from the Palashaa, 
a centuries-old’ group of Ethiopian — 
Jews who ara considered true Jews by - 
the hierarchy in Israel and who have’: 


congregations in the United States, e ; 


through the mddern movements of 
Marcus Garvey, a@ Jamaician * who. 
started a back-to-Africa group in New’ 
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spirit. . . We are a Kingdom of Right. gut of my mind,” she says. Her hus-: York in the 19208 and the Ras ‘Tafari, 
i the middle of a Kingdom of “hand didn’t share her response, ot the Jamalean-hased. ‘movement: that 


tine, 
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She present group of Mack Hebrew 
Tsraelities was formed in Chicaye ia 
1964 and fas gone further than the 
other nationalist movements by acta- 
ally sending their members buck to 
what they consider a homeland. 


In 1967 a group of 300 people lett 
Chicago, settled in Liberia, then 2hy 
years later migrated to larael. The ini- 
tial group of 39 were given plares to 
Hive and were granted temporary work 
and residency papers. ‘They were’ 
largely left alone. But in recent years, 
as the numbers have grown, their phi-, 


losophy has been criticizcod harshly 


within Israel. 


‘The group ia also regarded with 
some skepticism, ag well as support, 
within the American Jewish and black. 
communities. But many Americans, 
who have visited—including former! 
Hep. Charles Diggs, ministers, civil. 
tights workers, and journalists-—de- 
scribe a modest, peaceful, disciplined. 
community. 

- Last May Rev. Willie Wilson, the 
, minister of Union Temple Baptist 


: Church in Anacostia, spent eight days 
in Israel, “T sew an inmaculate, clean 
situalion, good ofganization. And’ 
mast importantly black love. ‘They, 
were sharing a struggle in this pic 
nerting effort but they came togeth- 
er,” says Wilson, 


Their detractors, inchuding some is- 
rach politicans and seme neighbars in 
their three seltlements, consider (hom 
immigrants who are illegal, unpatréat- 
ic, racist, unemployable and immoral, 
The group’s leadership structure of 
Princes and Sainis-—inchuding calling 
their leader, Ben Carter, the Messiah," 

.the Rabbi, the Prince of Peace and 
other nameg—-has led ta some com- 
parisons ts a Jonestown settlement, A’ 
study released by the Knesset last 
year known as the Glags report con- 
cluded that they were not true Jews 
and did not quality for citizenship 
under the Law of Return but did nat 
suggest they he expelled. 


‘Ihe children of the black Hebrews 
are not issued birth certificates in Is~ 
racl, are not allowed to attend the 
public schools and their parents do 
not have work permits. So they end 
up working for low wages or ini the 
mudest businesses the Hebrew Israeli- 
ties have started. In ‘recent months 
some American blacks’ visiting Israel 
have reported harasament ut the air- 
port, and some have even been put on 
ihe next plane back to the United 
States. i 4s 

The black Hebrews’ tenets are algo 
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eriticized by blacks who see any allec- 
tion ay connection with Teracl as hed 
polities, American blacks ace also 
critical of Lhe philosopcues of “divine 
ruarriages,” wick biscen by some as 
polygamy, and the division of fabar in 
the seitiements in’ Isrucl and ihe 


houses here, whieh give the worner 


traditional homemaking roles and the 
principle that fhe order af commauni- 
tation Gs “Crestor, man, waran, 
chiidren.” 


But the black Hebrews also have 
supporters within the black com. 
munity, the focus of which is BASIC, 
Black Americans for Support of [s-* 
rael, which is headed by Bayard Rus- 
tin. They toured the settlements in 
1977 and the next year had a meeting 
with representatives of all the major 
American Jewish groups. Io critical 
questions of the traditional black- 
Jewish alliance, such aa affirmative 
action, the right of former U.N. Am- 


- bassador Andrew Young to meet with 


the Palestinian Liberation Organiza- 
tion and former leracli Foreign Minis- 
ter Moshe Dayan’s recent remarks 
that the Americun army was weak he- 
enuse of the presence of blacks, the 
Black Hebrews side with Ameticen 


blacks, 


be) 


“Atter { came back from Tsracl, T 
was never really happy. Mv disposi- 
tion changed considerably. PE never 
atrnightened my hair again. L stopped 
eating meat. Over a month [stepped 
eating dairy products. T stopped curs- 
ing. I went to clubs but T covered up 
my body, And when a guy hit on mea, [ 


explained what [was about and de- 


marided tugpect,” says the statuesque 
woman in her ‘late 20s whose long 


braids cascade over her face. Up until 


a couple of months ago she was Con- 
stance Brandy Gough, an editor of 
Eszence magazine. At “Thankspiving 


she adopted the name Odehyal, 


which means “[ shall confess thanks, 
thank you God.” 
ow 
in September, five members of the 
black Hebrew community in Atlanta 


‘were indicted by a county grand jury” 


on charges of theft. And federal inves- 
tigators are looking into individual 


- members of the Chicago group on sus- 


picion of fraud and theft. 

When a-few members of the group 
are asked about these charges, they 
say they openly discuss the unfavora- 
ble press in their meetings, but add 
that the criticism is a burden they 
must carry. All positive black move- 


" ments, they say, have been systemati- 


vally baevaswed by law enforcement 
“CPO pM. 
“Che first, King is Ghat our Caith in 
“Whar wé hive done is perfect,” saya 
ie Asiel Ben‘ terael. “Number two, 
they looked tuo lute. Enough folk, re- 
apansitle black and while people, 
have been to the comznunity. That iy 
vot the assessment or observation 
they've come back with, Number 
threa, our movement in America 
anmiong the varieus sectors... hey 
are] aware of the mechanisms Amer- 
ih PAN Use against strong, black 
peuple.” 
oS 
“Thad heen studying the possibil- 
ities of a vegetarian community,” says 
the 2.year-old, his smile perfect for 
the theater life he once wanted. 
“Then my wife found about a house’ 
that was all vegetarian. She went to 
one of the Saturday dinner sales, then 
invited one of the brothers over. At 
the end of the comversdtiun, he said to 
me ‘TE just came to tell you, you ate my 
brother and [ love you.’ No one had 
ever said that to me.” Outside the 
coumunity he is Darnell Haynes, @ 
management counsultant and poet, 
Within the Hebrew-israclites he is 
Ahmicam, one‘of the teachers and a 
communal house lender. His. wife, a 
former singer with The Crystals and 
Kvelya Champagne King, now lives in 
israel with 2,000 other follawers of the 
movement, 


Pike 


tn Washington, the members have 
the peace that is part of their philoso- 
phy ata the restlesanes, thet marks 
their waiting for their turn to go Lo Is- 
racl, aud the wariness that groups’ 
auiside the muinsiream always have 
toward outsiders. . 

On Wednesday night, the class was 
reading Matthew, Genesis. ‘The 
speaker, whose Hebrew name means 


. frre-breather, was drinking water and 
« leading the testifying. “Tam an agita- 


_tor. It’s heen a lung time since black 

men could say what they wanted to 
sav.” ‘There was a long, confident 
laugh from the class. 


‘They turned to Revelations. Wher- 
ever the grup was in the Bible,.the 


word righteousness always catieed a’ 
detour, The: leader started . talking 


about sterotypes of blacks, espécially . 
those connected with crime, “Do you | 
ewns a boat? Bo - 


know someone ; 
any of me know someone who owns 
an airplane? Well, then who je bring- 
ing in all the dope?” His listeners ap- 
plauded, He waved @ newspaper clip- 
ping about gexuel assaults on chil- 
dren. “his is your America,” he sald. 
“Cind Bless America. { hate America,” 

‘veryone shouted’ back “Likewise,” 
‘Then one woman added, With a per- 
fect hate.” 
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SFP 1 6 1986 
Sect Chief Sentenced 


A federal judge in Washington sentenced 
the leader of the Black Hebrew religious 
sect to a maximum 30 years in prison yes- 
terday for his role in a multimillion-dollar 
nationwide operation involving stolen 

lane tickets and credit cards and em- 
ement. 

Warren Brown of Chicago, who is also 
known as Prince Asiel, and two top aides 
were sentenced to 5 to 15 years in prison on 
racketeering and conspiracy counts. Five 
others were sentenced to lesser terms. 


Compiled from News Dispatches 
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FALASHAS (ETHIOPIAN JEWS), 1978 - 1984 
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